Presiding Justice Jim Kitchens, at left, and State Librarian Stephen Parks look at Territori-
al court minutes moments after attorney Freddie Rush delivered the books to the Supreme
Court on March 27.

Records of the Supreme
Court of the Mississippi
Territory spanning 1799 to
1809 were discovered re-
cently among thousands of

books slated for an estate
sale in Vicksburg.

State Librarian Stephen
Parks spotted listings of
the books after a friend

sent him an advertisement
for the estate sale. Presid-
ing Justice Jim Kitchens
requested that the two vol-
umes, historic public rec-

ords, be turned over to the
Court. Attorney Freddie
Rush of Carrollton, execu-
tor of the estate which had
the books, purchased them
from the estate shortly be-
fore the scheduled sale and
gave them to the Supreme
Court.

When Rush delivered
the books to the Supreme
Court on March 27, Pre-
siding Justice Kitchens
said, “You have done a
great thing and I really
appreciate it.” Rush re-
plied, “I have done what I
think needed to be done.”

The books are, literally,
pages out of history.

The 1805-1809 Minute
Book of the Supreme
Court of the Mississippi
Territory documents early
stages of the 1807 at-
tempted prosecution of
former Vice President Aa-
ron Burr on treason charg-
es. An entry dated Feb. 4,
1807, says that a grand
jury found no reason to

hold Burr. The document
Continued on page 2

Carole Murphey appointed Director of Mississippi Judicial College

Carole Murphey of
Batesville has been ap-
pointed Director of the
Mississippi  Judicial Col-
lege, University of Missis-
sippi School of Law Dean
Frederick G. Slabach an-
nounced on April 22.

With a remarkable ten-
ure of 27 years within the
MJC, Murphey brings a
wealth of experience and
expertise to her new posi-
tion, the University said in

making the announcement.
Murphey has been an inte-
gral part of MJC's success,
previously serving as staff

attorney and  research
counsel. Her leadership
abilities  were  further

demonstrated during her
service as interim director
since June 2023. In this
capacity, she has effective-
ly steered the MJC through
a full program year, ensur-
ing its continued success

and growth.

Randy Pierce, former
MJC Director and former
Supreme Court Justice,
praised her leadership.
“Carole Murphey will do
an excellent job leading
the Mississippi Judicial
College. She has devoted
her legal career to serving
Mississippi  judges and
court-related  personnel.
During my tenure as Di-
rector of the Mississippi

continued on page 3
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Territorial Supreme Court Minutes recount Aaron Burr arrest, continued from page I

Feb. 4, 1807, minute entry documents grand jury finding
regarding former Vice President Aaron Burr prosecution.

reads, “The Grand Jury of
the Mississippi Territory
as a due consideration of
the evidence brought be-
fore them are of opinion
that Aaron Burr has not
been guilty of any Crime
or misdemeanor against
the laws of the United
States or of this territory or
given any just occasion for
the alarm....” An entry on
the document from three
days later, Feb. 7, 1807,
records another proceeding
in which Attorney General
George Poindexter ap-
peared before the Territori-
al Supreme Court and
“moved that the defendant
be called by the Sheriff,
which was objected to by
Lyman Harding Esquire
one of the Securities of ...
Aaron Burr for his appear-
ance at this Term.”
Penned in flowing script,
the document says that
Burr was “called but came
not.” History records that
Burr was arrested a few
days later in what is now
Alabama, then part of the
Mississippi Territory. Burr
was tried in Virginia on a
charge of treason, and was
acquitted.

“This is an historic
treasure,” Presiding Justice
Kitchens said. “It’s foun-
dational in our legal sys-
tem in Mississippi. Missis-
sippi has long recognized
the doctrine that courts can
speak only through their

minutes. The content of
these volumes provides a
glimpse of the efforts of
our judicial ancestors to
establish the rule of law in
what was to become the
states of Mississippi and
Alabama.”

The Mississippi Territo-
ry was created in 1798.
Mississippi became a state
in 1817, and Alabama, in
1819.

The 1799-1803 Minute
Book of the Supreme
Court of the Mississippi
Territory, coverless and
tattered, opens with a
who’s who of territorial
history, documenting that
William McGuire, Chief
Justice, and Peter Bryan
Bruin, Second Judge pre-
sented their commissions
under the hand and seal of
the President of the United
States. The handwritten
script, a corner of which is
missing, reads, “At a Su-
preme Court held for the
Mississippi ~ Territory
Town of Natchez in the
County of Adams
on ..twenty third day of
September in the year
of ...one thousand seven
hundred and ninety
nine ...The Honorable —
William McGuire Chief
Justice, and Peter Bryan
Bruen (sic) second Judge,
...their commissions under
the hand and seal of the
President of the United
states, the first as chief

Justice and the other as
second Judge of the Mis-
sissippi Territory, and the
court being opened in the
usual form the same are
read.”

The ragged brown open-
ing page records Robert
Stark’s oath as Clerk of the
Supreme Court of the Ter-
ritory and Lyman Har-
ding’s oath as Attorney
General, both having re-
ceived commissions from

the Governor. Another
entry documents that
Chief Justice William

McGuire swore in the ter-
ritorial governor on Sept.
23, 1799.

Judges of the Territorial
Supreme Court had trial
jurisdiction over serious
crimes, appellate jurisdic-
tion, and the power to con-
vene the grand jury.

The second and third
pages include a record of a
what appears to be a grand
jury report, though part of
the page is missing. The
record details the slaying
of Jack, a slave, by Paul,
another slave, who wield-
ed an ax on May 6, 1799.
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A 1799 entry descrlbes a murder charge in the death of a slave.
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The record uses only their
first names. The document
records that the accused
man “did kill and murder,
against the form and effect
of the statute in such case
made, adopted and provid-
ed, and against the peace
and dignity of the Missis-
sippi Territory aforesaid,
and of the United States of
America.”

The third page notes the
jurors’ finding “not a true
bill” of indictment against
another individual on a
charge of murder, and an
order of his release from
jail in Adams County.

Page 3 notes that the
Attorney General sought a
show cause of why the
Sheriff of Adams County
should not face a fine be-
cause a prisoner charged
with horse stealing es-
caped jail.

The 1799-1803 Minute
Book is 121 pages; the
1805-1809 volume is 117
pages.

Parks said, “So little is
known to us about the Ter-
ritorial Court because our
collection doesn’t extend
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Judges of selection committee praise Murphey’s experience, leadership

Continued from page 1

Judicial College, Carole
played a vital role in the
successes that we
achieved. No doubt, she is
prepared to continue the
excellent service the Mis-
sissippi  Judicial College
provides the State of Mis-
sissippi."

Madison County Court
Judge Ed Hannan, who
served on the search com-
mittee and is a member of
the Mississippi Judicial
College Board of Gover-
nors, congratulated Mur-
phey and expressed excite-
ment about working with
her. “I extend my heartfelt
congratulations to Carole
Murphey on her appoint-
ment as Director of the
Mississippi  Judicial Col-
lege. I am confident that
her leadership will contin-
ue to elevate the college’s
role within the Mississippi
judicial community, and 1
look forward to working

with her.”

Mississippi Court  of
Appeals Presiding Judge
Virginia Carlton, who also
serves on the Board of
Governors and was a
member of the search
committee, said that Mur-
phey's appointment “is a
testament to her exemplary
qualifications and dedicat-
ed service to the judiciary.
Her extensive experience
and commitment to excel-
lence make her the ideal
candidate to lead the col-
lege into the future."

Dean  Slabach  said,
“Carole Murphey’s ap-
pointment as Director of
the Mississippi Judicial
College is a testament to
her outstanding contribu-
tions and leadership within
the legal community....We
are confident that under
her guidance, the College
will continue to thrive and
serve as a cornerstone of
legal education and train-

Territorial Minutes, continued from page 2
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The Attorney General takes issue with the Sheriff over

back that far. These are a
primary source document-
ing the establishment of
and the early proceedings
of the legal system of this
territory that became Mis-
sissippi. We are apprecia-
tive of Mr. Rush assisting
us in obtaining these items.
It’s not often that items as
rare as these come up for
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sale, or even viewing.”
The volumes were in the
library of the late Lucius
B. Dabney Jr. of Vicks-
burg, a sixth generation
attorney whose family law
firm began in 1794 in Vir-
ginia. The firm moved to
Raymond in 1835, then to
Vicksburg in 1885. Lucius
Dabney joined the firm in

ing for Mississippi judges
and state court personnel.”

Murphey said, “I am
honored to have been se-
lected as the Director of
the Mississippi Judicial
College. 1 will strive to
ensure that the Mississippi
Judicial College continues
to provide the highest
quality of education and
training for the judiciary. I
want to especially thank
Dean Slabach for entrust-
ing me with this position
and the MJC staff for their
dedication to our program.”

Murphey earned her
Juris Doctor from the Uni-
versity of  Mississippi
School of Law in 1994,
where she distinguished
herself as a leader. She
served on the editorial
board of the Mississippi
Law Journal, was Judicial
Liaison of the Moot Court
Board, and chaired the
Honor Council.

In her new role, Mur-

1949, and practiced law in
Vicksburg until several
years before his death on
Aug. 11, 2022, at age 96.
The firm is reportedly the
oldest family-owned law
firm in Mississippi.

Presiding Justice Kitch-
ens said, “Mr. Dabney was
an unforgettable character
and I’'m glad that I knew
him.”

Rush, who was friends
with Lucius Dabney for 50
years, is executor of the
Dabney estate. “It’s been
an interesting learning ex-
perience,” he said. “I’ve
learned a lot about Aaron
Burr and his conspiracy
trials.”

It’s unclear when or
how Dabney acquired the
Minute Books. Rush said
that Dabney’s father and

phey 1is responsible for
directing, coordinating and
administering  operations
of the Judicial College.
She will collaborate with
Mississippi  judges and
court personnel to meet the
needs of the judiciary.

The Mississippi Judicial
College is a division of
UM Law. Founded in 1970
by the late Judge Noah S.
“Soggy” Sweat, the Judi-
cial College became the
first full-time state judicial
education program in the
country. The program pro-
vides continuing judicial
education and training
each year for about 1,400
judges and court personnel
across the state, including
Supreme Court justices;
Court of Appeals judges;
Chancery, Circuit, County,
Justice and Municipal
Court judges; Youth Court
judges and referees; court
administrators, court clerks
and court reporters.

grandfather also were avid
collectors. The collection
included original docu-
ments signed by John Han-
cock and Alexander Ham-
ilton, historic pictures and
maps, Confederate curren-
cy and other Civil War
relics.  Alongside hun-
dreds of volumes of law
books were some rare
books. The oldest volume,
which was sold before the
estate sale, was printed in
1496, in Latin.

Parks said that he hopes
to make digital copies of
the minute books, if that
can be done without dam-
aging them, and make the
digital images available to
the public via the internet.
Access to the originals is
restricted, as they are frag-
ile.
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Court of Appeals Judge Jim Greenlee will retire June 30

Judge Jim M. Greenlee

Judge Jim M. Greenlee
of Oxford recently an-
nounced that he will retire
from the Mississippi Court
of Appeals on June 30.

“I have been privileged
to serve our people, our
state and our system of
justice in this position for
over eight years,” Judge
Greenlee said in an April 1
letter to Gov. Tate Reeves.
“Furthermore, it has been a
privilege to serve with my
fellow Judges and our staff
at the Mississippi Court of
Appeals.”

The Governor will make
an appointment to fill the
vacancy. A special elec-
tion is expected to be
scheduled for November
2026.

Judge Greenlee said in a
recent interview that he
has enjoyed his work on
the Court of Appeals. “It’s
been a great privilege and
honor to be here and work
on these cases,” he said.
“We are a Court that has to
give our attention and fo-
cus on (appeals of) what
occurred in the trial courts
and the state agency ad-
ministrative appeals.”

The 10-member Court
of Appeals issued 321 de-
cisions on the merits in
2023, and decided 1,550
motions and petitions.

The Mississippi Senate
commended Judge Green-
lee’s career, adopting Sen-
ate Resolution 80 honoring
him on April 12. The reso-
lution outlined his career
and said, in part, “Judge
Greenlee has served as a
leader and mentor in the
administration of justice in
Mississippi, and consist-
ently lectured on the pro-
fessional standards of the
practice, including ethics,
integrity, civility, courtesy
and adherence to the Gold-
en Rule. Judge Greenlee's
career has honored both
the Mississippi Bar and
this great state that he
served.”

Judge Greenlee has
more than 42 years of gov-
ernment service, having
served in the U.S. Navy
and Naval Reserve, and as
an Assistant U.S. Attorney
and U.S. Attorney. Presi-
dent George W. Bush
nominated him as U.S.
Attorney for the Northern
District of Mississippi in
2001, and he was con-
firmed by the U.S. Senate.
He served as U.S. Attor-
ney until 2010, leading an
office which prosecuted
public corruption cases,
judicial influence cases,
major drug distribution
networks and violent gun
crime cases. The office
under Judge Greenlee’s
leadership assisted in the
cold case investigation of
the murder of Emmett Till.
As U. S. Attorney, he
served on the Advisory
Committee to the U.S. At-
torney General.

He was an assistant U.
S. Attorney in the Civil
Division of the U. S. At-
torney’s Office from 1987
until 2001. He became the
lead civil fraud attorney,
trying bankruptcy, tort,
employment rights, emi-

nent domain, and white-
collar criminal cases.

He was in the private
practice of law in
Southaven from 1981 to
1987, and in Oxford from
2010 to 2016.

He grew up in
Batesville and graduated
from South Panola High
School in 1970. Having
been awarded a Navy
ROTC Scholarship, he
earned his Bachelor of En-
gineering degree from the
University of Mississippi
in 1974. He served on ac-
tive duty in the U. S. Navy
from 1974 to 1978, as-
signed to the destroyers
USS Stribling and USS
Jonas Ingram. He served
as First Lieutenant, Gun-
nery Officer and Navigator
at different times, and was
qualified as a Surface
Warfare Officer. After
completing active duty, he
returned to the University
of Mississippi to study
law, earning a Juris Doctor
in 1981.

He continued his mili-
tary service as a member
of the U.S. Navy Reserve,
commanding a Reserve
Naval Intelligence Service
unit, the forerunner of
NCIS. He retired from the
Navy Reserve in 1997 at
the rank of Captain, USN.

Former Gov. Phil Bry-
ant  appointed  Judge
Greenlee to a vacancy on
the Court of Appeals on
Jan. 20, 2016, after former
Court of Appeals Judge
James D. Maxwell II of
Oxford was appointed to
the Supreme Court. Judge
Greenlee was elected twice
without opposition.

Judge Greenlee, 72,
said that he looks forward
to spending more time
with his wife of 49 years,
Ann Veazey Greenlee, and
with their two children’s
families. They have four
grandchildren.

“Ann and I would like
to do some things together,
and I just think it’s time,”
he said.

Judge Weathers will leave bench,
return as counsel for USM

Judge Jon Mark Weathers

Circuit Judge Jon Mark
Weathers of Hattiesburg
will leave the bench April
30. He will return to his
former position as counsel

to the University of South-
ern Mississippi on May 1.

In an April 1 letter to
Gov. Tate Reeves, Judge
Weathers said, “The time
eventually comes to those
holding public office to
step aside in order to allow
a younger person to as-
sume his place of service.
After much thought and
prayer, I have concluded
that now is the time for me
to step aside from service
in my present role.”

Judge Weathers, 75, has
24 years of public service.

The Governor is ex-
pected to appoint a judge
to the vacancy. A special

Continued on page 5
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J udge J oel Smith will leave Court of Appeals in December

Judge Joel Smith

Court of Appeals Judge
Joel Smith of Gulfport will
leave the court at the end
of his term in December.
He is not seeking election.

Judge Smith said, “After
nearly two and a half dec-
ades as a prosecutor and
judge, I've decided it’s
time for a new chapter and
will be returning to the
private sector following
the completion of this term
at the end of the year. It’s
been the honor and privi-

lege of my professional
life to serve the people of
this great State for so
many years, first as an As-
sistant DA, then as District
Attorney and now on the
Court of Appeals. I’'m very
thankful for the opportuni-
ty to work with a multitude
of dedicated and hard-
working people along my
path.”

He said, “After lots of
prayer and discussion with
my family, I look forward
to the next chapter and
promise to stay involved in
service to our community.
Thank you to everyone
who has given us support
and help over the years.”

Gov. Tate Reeves ap-
pointed Judge Smith on
Jan. 19, 2021, to the posi-
tion previously held by
Sean Tindell.

Before appointment to
the bench, Judge Smith
served for 20 years as a
prosecutor in the Second
Judicial District of Harri-
son, Hancock and Stone

Judge Weathers, continued from page 4

election is expected to be
set for November 2025.

Judge Weathers served
as university counsel from
Nov. 15, 2010, until he
took office as 12" Circuit
Court Judge on Jan. 4,
2016. He was elected to
the bench after a second
circuit judgeship was cre-
ated for Forrest and Perry
counties.

“I came over here and
set up a new position” for
the court, Judge Weathers
said. He recalled starting
with a nearly empty office.
His court administrator
put up cardboard drawings
where computers were to

go.

Now, “We have a state-
of-the-art courtroom. The
docket is in good shape.
It’s just a good time to go
and let the Governor ap-
point somebody younger.”

He said, “I love my job.
I love the people 1 work
with. I have the best staff
anywhere. I’'m going to
miss them all. It’s just time
to move on.”

He looks forward to re-
turning to work at USM.
“It was an opportunity that
I didn’t think would ever
come along again.”

He is a lifelong resident
of Hattiesburg. He earned

counties. He was an assis-
tant district attorney for 11
years. He was elected Dis-
trict Attorney in 2011 and
took office in January
2012. He was in his third
term as District Attorney
when he was appointed to
the bench. Smith practiced
corporate  defense and
premises liability litigation
with the firm of Bryant,
Clark, Dukes & Blakeslee
before joining the District
Attorney’s office.

He is past president of
the Mississippi Prosecu-
tors Association, served as
a member of the Executive
Committee of the Prosecu-
tors Section of the Missis-
sippi Bar and was a mem-
ber of the National District
Attorneys Association. He
served as vice-chair of the
Mississippi Children’s Jus-
tice Act Task Force and
was appointed by the Gov-
ernor to serve on the Mis-
sissippi  School  Safety
Task Force. He served on
the Mississippi Correc-

an associate degree from
Pearl River Community
College. He is a 1970
graduate of USM. He
earned his Juris Doctor
from the University of
Mississippi School of Law
in 1972.

He served twice as Dis-
trict Attorney of Forrest
and Perry counties — 1976
to 1980 and again from
July 2003 until November
2010.

In between, he was in
private law practice for 23
years. He had mostly a
civil practice.

tions and Criminal Justice
Oversight Committee and
on the Governor’s 2020
search committee to find a
new commissioner for the
Department of Correc-
tions. He served as an in-
structor with the U.S. Na-
vy Sexual Assault Inter-
vention Training Program,
the Southern Regional
Public Safety Institute and
the Harrison County Law
Enforcement Academy.

He was President of the
Leadership Gulf Coast
Board of Trustees and a
member of the Board of
Directors of the Coast Cham-
ber of Commerce. He was
a member of the Gulf
Coast Business Council.

He is a native of
Gulfport and a graduate of
Gulfport High School. He
earned a Bachelor of Arts
degree in history from
the University of Missis-
sippi in 1996 and a Juris
Doctor from the University
of Mississippi School of
Law in 1999.

Free court interpreter
seminar May 30-31

The Administrative Office
of Courts seeks bilingual
speakers willing to train and
qualify as credentialed court
interpreters. An Ethics and
Skill Building Seminar will
be held May 30-31 at the Gar-
tin Justice Building in Jack-
son.

The registration deadline is
May 24. Register at this link:
https://courts.ms.gov/aoc/
courtinterpreter/forms/
Registration%20Form%:20-%
20May%202024.pdf

For the first time, the semi-
nar is free. A legislative ap-
propriation to the AOC Court
Interpreter Credentialing Pro-
gram allows the program to
be offered at no cost to partic-
ipants for one time only.
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Judge Richelle Lumpkin pledges tireless efforts in service

= |

Circuit Judge Richelle Lumpkin, at left, takes the oath of office as her husband Wendell
holds the Bible during an investiture ceremony on March 25 at the Pearl River County
Courthouse. Supreme Court Chief Justice Mike Randolph, at right, administers the oath.
Gov. Tate Reeves, who appointed Judge Lumpkin to the court, is seated at left.

Recently appointed Cir-
cuit Judge Richelle Lump-
kin of Carriere said that
she will give her all, as her
parents taught her, in ser-
vice to the court and the
people of the 15™ Circuit
Court District.

At her investiture cere-
mony on March 25, she
said, “My promise to Gov-
ernor Reeves and to every
citizen in this 15th Circuit
Court District is to be the
best circuit judge that I can
be, as I have been taught
from my youth.”

She told the crowd that
filled the Pearl River
County Circuit Courtroom
in Poplarville, “I pledge to
continue to work tirelessly
as a member of the judici-
ary and to fulfill my judi-
cial role in a fair, impartial
manner and administer
justice equally to all. I also
promise to uphold the rule
of law and the Constitution
of the State of Mississippi

and the Constitution of the
United States of America.
As I assume this important
office, my prayer is that of
the Psalmist: ‘Give me
understanding and [ shall
keep thy law; Yea, I shall
observe it with my whole
heart.””

Gov. Tate Reeves, who
appointed Judge Lumpkin
to the 15th Circuit Court,
called her an “incredibly
accomplished and success-
ful judge.” He said, “Judge
Lumpkin has my complete
and total confidence. I
know she will do an excel-
lent job and I know she
will make this entire com-
munity, her home, and this
entire state proud.”

The Governor said, “I
think we all know and it
should be stated that Judge
Lumpkin has big shoes to
fill....We were all sad-
dened by the passing of the
Honorable Buddy McDon-
ald. But I know that Judge

Lumpkin will fill this seat
with the honor and distinc-
tion that is required.”

Chief Justice Mike Ran-
dolph gave Judge Lumpkin
the charge to serve and
administered the ceremo-
nial oath. He recalled
Judge McDonald, and not-
ed that he swore in Judge
McDonald in 2016.

Judge Lumpkin began
hearing Circuit Court cases
on Feb. 19. She took the
oath of office before be-
ginning work. It is custom-
ary for judges to take a
ceremonial oath again dur-
ing an investiture.

Chief Justice Randolph
spoke about the im-
portance of prayer and pat-
riotism. The investiture
ceremony began  with
prayer, the Pledge of Alle-
giance and singing of the
National ~Anthem. The
Mississippi Supreme Court
begins its En Banc meet-
ings with prayer. Sculpted

friezes at the U.S. Su-
preme Court include Mo-
ses with the Ten Com-
mandments, and the con-
stitutions of all 50 states
contain references to God.

“We  shouldn’t  be
ashamed to have prayers
publicly and proclaim who
we are as a nation,” he
said. He spoke about the
importance of faith, say-
ing, “You don’t have to set
it aside to be something
you are not.”

Judge Lumpkin put on
Judge McDonald’s judicial
robe after she took the
oath. Her children, Han-
nah and Hunter Lumpkin,
helped her don the robe.

Judge Lumpkin said, “I
am humbled by the trust
that he (the Governor) has
placed in me to fill the va-
cancy that was left by the
passing of my mentor and
personal friend, the late
Circuit Judge Claiborne
‘Buddy’ McDonald 1V. 1
am keenly aware of the
responsibilities. . . . I am
ready to meet the challeng-
es that I will face but also
the opportunity that I have
to make a positive differ-
ence for our citizens, the
judiciary and the district.”

Judge Lumpkin paid
tribute to her late parents,
Adrain Pate Lumpkin Sr.
and Virginia Kirkland
Lumpkin. They were edu-
cators, and they demanded
best efforts from her and
her brother, Adrain, in
everything they undertook.
“They taught us the im-
portance of loving God
and loving family, of being
loyal and being honest.
They also taught us that
whatever we were doing,
we would do it to the very
best of our abilities. My
brother and I are continu-

Continued on page 7
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Judge Lisa McGloflin appointed to Pearl River County Court

\

An investiture ceremo-
ny for County Court Judge
Lisa Beech McGloflin will
be held on May 8 at 2 p.m.
at the Pearl River County
Courthouse in Poplarville.

Gov. Tate Reeves ap-
pointed Judge McGloflin,
of Carrier, as Pearl River
County Court Judge on
March 11. She took the
position previously held by
Judge Richelle Lumpkin.

Judge McGloflin said,
“Judge Lumpkin kept a
tight ship. It’s been an
easy transition.”

Judge McGloflin will
serve through Jan. 5, 2026.
A special election will be
held on Nov. 4, 2025.

Gov. Reeves said when
he made the appointment,
“I’m proud to appoint Lisa
as county court judge. She
knows Pearl River County
well and will do an excel-
lent job in this position. |
look forward to seeing
everything she will accom-
plish on behalf of Missis-
sippians.”

She served for six years
as guardian ad litem for
the Pearl River County
Youth Court. She was an
assistant district attorney
for the 15™ Circuit District
2013-2018.

She was judge pro tem-
pore for Picayune Munici-
pal Court from 2022 until

her appointment as County
Court Judge.

Judge McGloflin said
that she will divide her
time equally between
Youth Court and County
Court duties. She handles
felony arraignments, ac-
cepts pleas and can con-
duct bench trials.

She said, “I feel very
excited. We have a very
good system with our par-
ent defenders and Child

Protection Services and
prosecutors.”
She graduated from

Pearl River Community
College. She earned a
Bachelor of Arts degree
from the University of

Judge Lisa McGloflin

Mississippi and a Juris
Doctor from the Universi-
ty of Mississippi School of
Law.

Judge Lumpkin puts on the robe that Judge McDonald once wore

Judge Richelle Lumpkin’s son Hunter, at left, and daughter
Hannah, at right, help her don the judicial robe.

ally grateful for the love,
guidance, support and the
values that they instilled in
us. They helped greatly
shape us into the people
that we are today. They
raised us to be the best that
we could be.”

She told her husband
and children, “Thank you
for your steadfast support
and belief in me.”

Senior Circuit Judge
Prentiss Harrell said, “It
will be a genuine pleasure
to work with her.” Judge
Harrell noted that Gov.
Reeves has appointed four
judges within the 15™ Cir-
cuit. “I genuinely believe
with all of my heart that
the four judges will mirror
what Amos 5:24 states:
‘Let justice roll like a riv-

er, like a never ending
stream.” I know that Judge
Lumpkin will make a sig-
nificant contribution and I
applaud your appointment
of her, and I am grateful to
sit alongside her.”

Gov. Reeves recently
appointed Pearl River
County Court Judge Lisa
Beech McGloflin. The
Governor also appointed
Circuit Judge Brad Touch-
stone to a vacancy on the
15" Circuit in January
2023 and Joseph “Jop”
Parker to the Lamar Coun-
ty Court in February 2023.

Judge Touchstone said,
“Judge Harrell and I both
look forward to serving
with you on the Circuit
Court bench.”

Rep. Jansen Owen be-
gan his legal career as a
staff member for Judge
Lumpkin while she was
Pearl River County Court
Judge. “I have witnessed
first-hand Judge Lump-
kin’s commitment to her
community, but more im-

portantly her commitment
to the rule of law, her com-
mitment to the Constitu-
tion, her commitment to
determining what the law
is and not how she feels it
should be.”

He noted that Judge
Lumpkin is the first wom-
an Circuit Judge to serve
the 15™ Circuit District.

Judge Lumpkin was the
first person to serve as
County Court Judge for
Pearl River County. The
2010 Legislature author-
ized creation of a County
Court for Pearl River
County to relieve a crowd-
ed Circuit Court and
Youth Court docket. She
took office in 2011.

She served as Youth
Court Referee for eight
years before her election to
County Court. She also
was Municipal Judge for
the City of Picayune for
four years. She previously
served for eight years as
Pearl River County prose-
cutor.
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Judge Teeuwissen takes oath as Hinds County Court Judge

Judge Pieter Teeuwissen, at right, takes the oath of office as Hinds County Court Judge.

Chancellor Crystal Wise-Martin, at left, administers the oath as Judge Teeuwissen’s wife
Lisa holds the Bible and daughter Nina watches.

Colleagues and friends
called newly appointed
Hinds County Court Judge
Pieter Teeuwissen a vi-
sionary problem solver
with a long record of pub-
lic service.

Judge Teeuwissen, 57,
of Jackson, took the oath
of office on Nov. 30, 2023,
and started work on Dec. 4
as a Hinds County Court
Judge. Gov. Tate Reeves
appointed Judge Teeuwis-
sen as County Court Judge
for Hinds County, Subdis-
trict 2, to fill the vacancy
created by the death of
Judge LaRita Cooper-
Stokes on May 8, 2023.

Judge James E. Graves
Jr. of the Fifth U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals has
known Teeuwissen since
the new judge was a stu-
dent at Tougaloo College.
Judge Graves said at the
investiture ceremony,
“What he demonstrated to
me and many others is that
he is a visionary leader.

What I saw is a man who
identified problems and
then devised solutions to
those problems — legal
problems, practical prob-
lems, people problems.
That’s what he has been
involved in doing through-
out his entire career, and
those are great qualities for
a judge to possess — the
ability to solve problems.”
“He has evidenced an
unwavering commitment
to public service,” Judge
Graves said. “I am con-
vinced that he is the right
person at the right time
and we can all count on
him to do the right thing. 1
have no doubt that he will
serve with honor because
the people deserve it, dig-
nity because his family
expects it, and integrity
because God requires it.”
Chancellor Crystal Wise
Martin, who administered
the oath of office, said,
“He has generously given
his time and talents to any-

one who would ask....He
had demonstrated his con-
tributions to Hinds County
and the City of Jackson in
the various capacities he
has served.” She said that
Judge Teeuwissen “will be
a tremendous asset to the
bench, just as he has been
to the entire legal profes-
sion and the community as
a whole.”

Judge Teeuwissen be-
gan his remarks stating, “If
you don’t know that a
higher power exists, then
you need to find out.”
Then he offered prayer.

A gallery of current and
former judges gathered for
the investiture. Judge
Teeuwissen said that he
stood on the shoulders of
trailblazers including three
former Supreme Court
Justices: Reuben V. An-
derson, Fred L. Banks Jr.,
and James E. Graves Jr.

They were the first, sec-
ond and third African-
American Justices of the

Mississippi Supreme
Court. Justice Anderson
began his judicial service
as Hinds County Court
Judge and served as Cir-
cuit Judge of the Seventh
Circuit of Hinds and Ya-
zoo  counties.  Justice
Banks and Justice Graves
served first on the Seventh
Circuit Court before ap-
pointment and election to
the Supreme Court. Judge
Graves is the third African
-American judge on the
Fifth Circuit.

Judge Teeuwissen said
that he’s known them
since he was a kid. Banks
as a civil rights lawyer
worked with Teeuwissen’s
mother, Betsy Teeuwissen,
to make high quality
schools available to all.
Graves and his brother
convinced Teeuwissen not
to drop out of Tougaloo at
age 16, and Anderson in-
terceded to keep him from
being kicked out of Tou-
galoo as a rambunctious
senior. Judge Graves noted
that Teeuwissen graduated
magna cum laude from
Tougaloo. He earned a
Bachelor of Arts degree in
1987, majoring in history
and political science with a
minor in English. He did
post-graduate study in pre-
medicine at Tougaloo.

After he completed law
school at the University of
Minnesota in 1990, he re-
turned to Mississippi to
practice law, although
some had tried to convince
him to follow a career path
elsewhere. Of his prede-
cessors, he said, “They
inspired me to practice
law. They inspired me to
come back to Mississip-
pi...I wanted to be like
them.”

Judge Teeuwissen

Continued on page 9
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Judge McDaniel resumes work in Rankin County Youth Court

Judge Kent McDaniel
of Brandon took the oath
of office on Dec. 28, 2023,

e

to continue his work as
Rankin
Court Judge.

County  Youth

Kent McDaniel, at left, takes the oath of office on Dec. 28
at the Rankin County Justice Center. Rankin County Court Judge David Morrow, at right,
administers the oath as Judge McDaniel’s wife JoAnn McDaniel holds the Bible.

Judge McDaniel said
that he expects to serve for
a year, but will not seek

election in the special elec-
tion in November 2024.
He said after the ceremo-
ny, “The Governor ap-
pointed me so that the peo-
ple of this county can elect
their next judge.”

Gov. Tate Reeves ap-
pointed Judge McDaniel to
fill the vacancy created by
the death of County Court
and Youth Court Judge
Thomas Broome. Judge
McDaniel’s one-year ap-
pointment was effective
Jan. 1, 2024, and will end
on Jan. 5, 2025. The Gov-
ernor scheduled a special
election for Nov. 5, 2024,
for the Place 2 judgeship.

Judge McDaniel retired
Sept. 30, 2021, after 24
years of service as Rankin
County Court Judge. He
came out of retirement to
work as a special judge
hearing Rankin County

Continued on page 10

Judge Teeuwissen said that he stood on the shoulders of trailblazers, continued from page 8

emphasized  the im-
portance of Hinds County
as the home of jurists who
made significant contribu-
tions to jurisprudence.
“Hinds County is an im-
portant place. It is near and
dear to my heart. If you
don’t think that the judges
across the street and the
judges in this building are
important, then you don’t
understand the value of
Hinds County,” he said.

“Bear in mind at all
times the words of Martin
Luther King: ‘The moral
arc of the universe bends
slowly, but it bends to-
wards justice.” It is hum-
bling and it is an honor to
help bend that moral arc of
justice for the citizens of
Hinds County.”

His wife Lisa Teeuwis-
sen held the Bible as he

took the oath, and his wife
along with daughter Nina
helped him don the robe.
His mother-in-law, Brenda
Brown, also accompanied
him to the service. He said
that these strong women
are the rock of the family.
He thanked his family for
their support in their deep
grief over the death of his
daughter and grandson in
2020, and the death of his
mother in 2021. He said,
“Family, I love you more

than words could ever
say.”
Judge Teeuwissen

praised the public service
of Judge Cooper-Stokes
and her husband, Jackson
City Councilman Kenneth
Stokes. Judge Teeuwissen
recalled working alongside
Judge Stokes in his first
job in the legal profession,

staff attorney for the De-
partment of Human Ser-
vices. Judge Stokes was an
attorney for DHS, and
Judge Graves was a super-
vising attorney for DHS.
Judge Teeuwissen
served as City Attorney for
the City of Jackson for
more than nine years, and
as Board Attorney for
Hinds County for more
than six years. He also
served by appointment as
Special Circuit Judge for
the Hinds County Circuit

Court in 2008.
The Mississippi  Su-
preme Court appointed

him to the Board of Bar
Admissions in 2002, and
he continues to serve. He
served a term as chair of
the board, and several
terms as vice-chair. He is a
member of the National

Conference of Bar Exam-
iners.

Judge Graves said that
Judge Teeuwissen also is
well-rounded with com-
munity involvement. He
coached New Hope Chris-
tian School girls basketball
2004-2011, and served as
president of the school’s
Parent Student Associa-
tion. He also coached the
Jackson Lady Hornets.

He has practiced law in
Jackson for 33 years. He
practiced for many years
with law partner Anthony
Simon as Simon and Teeu-
wissen. Previous firms
included Danks, Simon,
Teeuwissen & Associates,
where he was managing
partner; Dockins Simon &
Teeuwissen; Byrd & Asso-
ciates; and Cherry Givens
Lockett Peters & Diaz.
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Chancery, Circuit Clerks take oaths along with other elected officials
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Rankin County Court Judge Kent McDaniel, at left, prepares to swear in new Circuit Clerk
Michelle Adcock, center, on Dec. 28.
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New Rankin County Chancery Clerk Mark Scarborough is flanked by his family as he waits
to take the oath of office on Dec. 28.

Youth Court cases by ap-
pointment of the Supreme
Court on April 20, 2023,
assisting  after  Judge
Broome became ill. Judge
Broome died May 21.

Reflecting on his long
public service and his de-
cision to return to the
bench, Judge McDaniel
said, “I love this county
and I love the people of
this county and I’ve tried
to serve them the best that
I could.”

Rankin County Court
Judge David Morrow Jr.
noted a role reversal be-
fore he administered the
oath to Judge McDaniel
during the ceremony at the
Rankin County Justice
Center in Brandon. Judge
McDaniel had adminis-
tered the oath of office to
Judge Morrow when Judge
McDaniel retired in Sep-
tember 2021. Judge Mor-
row was appointed by the
Governor to the vacancy
created by Judge McDan-
iel’s short-lived retirement.

Judge McDaniel took
the oath at the start of a
ceremony in which a doz-
en other Rankin County
officials were sworn in.
Among them were Circuit
Clerk Michelle Adcock
and Chancery Clerk Mark
S.  Scarborough. Judge
McDaniel, Judge Morrow,
Justice Court Judge Rich-
ard Redfern, Chancellor
Haydn Roberts and Chan-
cellor Troy Odom took
turns administering the
oaths.

U.S. Congressman Mi-
chael Guest recognized
retiring Chancery Clerk
Larry Swales and retiring
Circuit Clerk Becky Boyd
and thanked them for their
long years of public ser-
vice. He told officeholders,
“Thank you for your will-
ingness to serve.”
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New Chancery, Circuit Clerks attended Judicial College training

E_,




Page 12

April 2024

12th District Chancellor Charles Smith will retire June 30

Chancellor Charles Smith

Chancellor  Charles
Smith will retire from the
12™ Chancery Court bench
on June 30.

Deaths of family mem-
bers and a close friend left
him thinking about what to
do with his life. “It just
brought the sense of reality
to me, how brief life is,”
he said recently.

His daughter died two
years ago. His younger
brother died last Novem-
ber. “We had planned on
doing a lot of things to-
gether,” he said. And his
best friend from fifth grade
died a few months after
retiring. “It just make me
think that I need to go

ahead and retire now while
I have my health and can
do some things.”

“It’s time. I'm 72.”

He wants to spend time
with his wife and family.
They have grandchildren
in Tupelo and Pensacola,
Fla.

“My main hobby is golf,
so I will get to play a lot
more golf and do lots of
odds and ends at the
house, honey-do things.”

His own close brush
with death more than four
years ago didn’t influence
the decision. He was shot
by an assailant with a high
-powered rifle outside the
old Lauderdale County
Courthouse in Meridian on
March 16, 2020.

“That didn’t have any-
thing to do with it,” He
said. “That situation didn’t
really affect my desire to
work as a judge. It just
kept me from being on the
bench for two months. It
happened and I got over it
and kept going.”

Judge Smith was on his
way to his office down-
town. He was the first in
the parking lot on the east
side of the Courthouse
about 7:15 a.m. A bullet

fired from a distance
ripped through his hip,
clipping his femoral artery
and splitting the ball and
socket joint in his hip.
Sheriff’s deputies came to
his aid. He was treated at
a Meridian hospital and
airlifted to Jackson, where
he spent time in intensive
care after surgeries. He
was back at work on May
18, 2020, and returned to
the bench on May 20.

The shooter, who was
arrested nearly 11 months
after the attack, mistook
Judge Smith for his intend-
ed target, trial testimony
showed.

Judge Smith said, “I’ve
never had any anxiety
about it. I’ve never had a
dream about it, or night-
mare.”

He became a chancellor
in January 2019 in the dis-
trict that includes Lauder-
dale and Clarke counties.
He was Youth Court pros-
ecutor 1983-2014, and was
Lauderdale County Prose-
cutor for more than three
years.

The Governor will ap-
point his successor. A spe-
cial election is expected to
be scheduled for Novem-

ber 2026.

Chancellor Amanda
Trawick Rainey, who was
appointed June 19, 2023,
will become senior judge
of the two-judge district.
Judge Smith said he will
“turn the reins over to
her...She’s doing an excel-
lent job.”

He will miss the work.
“We have a really good
working staff. I’'m going to
miss them, I truly will.”

He won’t be able to at-
tend the spring Judicial
Conference, but wanted to
express thanks to fellow
judges for “their camara-
derie and their support,
especially when [ was hurt.
I certainly want to thank
everyone for the well
wishes and the prayers and
the thoughts. That meant
so much to me,” he said.
“It’s a special group that I
had the honor to be part of.
It was a joy to be around
all the justices and judg-
es.”

A retirement reception
is scheduled for June 27, 2
to 4 p.m. at the new
Lauderdale County Gov-
ernment Center located at
612 22nd Avenue South in
Meridian.

Judge Vel Young Graham joins Commission on Judicial Performance

Judge Veldore Young Graham

Lauderdale County
Court Judge  Veldore
Young Graham of Meridi-
an was recently appointed
to the Commission on Ju-
dicial Performance.

Chief Justice Mike Ran-
dolph signed the appoint-
ment order on April 11.
House  Speaker Jason
White recommended
Judge Young Graham to
serve as the county judge
member of the Commis-
sion to take the position
previously held by Judge

Richelle Lumpkin. Judge
Lumpkin was appointed to
the 15th Circuit Court.
Judge Young Graham will
serve on the Commission
until Dec. 31, 2026.

Judge Young Graham
has served on the Lauder-
dale County Court bench
since January 2007. She
serves in two judicial lead-
ership posts. She has
served as secretary of the
Conference of County
Court Judges since 2012,
and as secretary of the

Council of Youth Court
Judges since 2017.

She served for seven
years as assistant district
attorney and for two years
as a public defender for the
10th Circuit Court District
of Clarke, Kemper,
Lauderdale and Wayne
counties. She was the first
African American female
public defender for
Lauderdale County, and
the first African American
assistant district attorney
for Lauderdale County.
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State Librarian Stephen Parks is sworn in for third term

State Librarian Stephen Parks, center, takes the oath of office on Jan. 4 at the Capitol.

State Librarian Stephen
Parks of Jackson was
elected to his third term on
Jan. 4 during a joint ses-
sion of the Mississippi
House of Representatives
and the Mississippi Senate.

Lt. Gov. Delbert Hose-
mann administered the
oath of office to Parks af-
ter the veteran librarian
was affirmed to the post by
a majority vote of both
chambers.

Parks, an attorney, has
served as State Librarian
since January 2016. He
oversees the State Law
Library, which is located
in the Gartin Justice Build-
ing in Jackson. The Law
Library is a specialized
public library which pro-
vides legal research mate-
rials for the judiciary, state
agencies, lawyers, students
and the public.

Parks’ goal is to in-
crease the visibility of the
Law Library and let the

public know that it is
available to everyone. The
Law Library, located at
450 High Street, is housed
with the Supreme Court
and Court of Appeals. The
Law Library is open 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m. weekdays except
state holidays.

The Law Library hosts
periodic programs featur-
ing presentations by schol-
ars of history and the law.
Parks has worked to bring
special events to the Law
Library, including a visit
by Librarian of Congress
Dr. Carla Hayden in 2017,
and displays of the 1817
Mississippi Constitution in
2016, and again during the
2017 Bicentennial of the
Mississippi Judiciary.

Parks established a
partnership with the Mis-
sissippi Digital Library to
provide some of the Law
Library’s historical items
online. He also began a
major digital initiative,

scanning the journals of
each of Mississippi's Con-
stitutional Conventions to
make them  available
online for historians and
researchers.

The American Associa-
tion of Law Libraries
named Parks as a recipient
of the 2018 Emerging
Leader Award. He is chair-
man of the Central Missis-
sippi Library Council, and
previously served as vice-
president and Scholarship
Committee chair of the
organization. He is a
member of the Mississippi
Bar, the American Associ-
ation of Law Libraries and
the Southeastern Chapter
of AALL.

Parks previously served
as Research, Instructional
Services and Circulation
Librarian at Mississippi
College School of Law. He
was director of the Judicial
Data Project, which com-
piled into a searchable da-

tabase the opinions, case
briefs, and oral argument
videos of the Mississippi
Supreme Court and Mis-
sissippi Court of Appeals
from 2007 forward. The
Judicial Data  Project
earned the AALL 2012
Innovations in Technology
Award.

Parks also devised and
directed the Legislative
History Project, a searcha-
ble database which ar-
chives video of floor de-
bate in the Mississippi
Senate and House from
2012 forward. The Legis-
lative History Project won
the AALL 2014 Public
Access to Government
Information Award and the
AALL 2014 Innovations in
Technology Award. Parks
received the Mississippi
Historical Society 2014
Award of Merit for work
on the Judicial Data Pro-
ject and the Legislative
History Project. AALL
presented Parks with its
2017 Marketing Award for
best law library newsletter.

Parks is an adjunct pro-
fessor with the University
of Southern Mississippi
Library and Information
Science Department. He
previously taught legal
research at MCSOL for
five years, and taught law
librarianship at Tulane’s
former Madison campus.

He is a native of La
Grange, North Carolina.
He earmmed a Bachelor of
Science degree in political
science, magna cum laude,
from East Carolina Uni-
versity in 2006. He earned
a law degree, magna cum
laude, from MCSOL in
2010, and a Master of Li-
brary and Information Sci-
ence degree from the Uni-
versity of Southern Missis-
sippi in 2013.
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Chancellor Cynthia Brewer
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Judge Tomika Irving

Judge Edwin Hannan

Trial judges elected of-
ficers on Oct. 26, 2023, at
the fall Trial and Appellate
Judges Conference.

Chancellor Cynthia
Brewer of Madison was
elected chair of the Con-
ference of Chancery Court
Judges. Chancellor Troy

Chancellor Troy Odom

Judge Christopher Schmidt

Judge Vernita King Johnson
Odom of Brandon was

elected vice-chair, and
Chancellor Larry Little of
Oxford was re-elected sec-
retary-treasurer.

Circuit Judge Tomika
Irving of Fayette was
elected chair of the Con-
ference of Circuit Court

Judge Celeste Wilson

Judge Veldore Young Graham

Judges, Circuit Judge
Christopher Schmidt of
Pass Christian was elected
vice-chair, and Circuit
Judge Celeste Wilson of
Southaven was elected
secretary-treasurer.

The Conference of
County Court Judges re-

ges elect conference officers

elected Madison County
Court Judge Edwin Han-
nan of Madison as chair-
man, Washington County
Court Judge Vernita King
Johnson of Greenville as
vice-chair, and Lauderdale
County  Court  Judge
Veldore Young Graham of
Meridian as secretary.

Judge Brewer previous-
ly served as Chancery
Conference chair in 2012,
and was vice-chair in 2011
and 2022. She has served
on the 1Ith Chancery
Court since January 2007.
Judge Odom took office in
January 2019 in the 20th
Chancery. Judge Little
took office in January
2019 in the 18th Chancery.
He has served as Confer-
ence secretary-treasurer
since October 2019.

Judge Irving has served
the 22nd Circuit Court
since January 2019. Judge
Schmidt took office in Jan-
uary 2015 in the 2nd Cir-
cuit. Judge Wilson joined
the 17th Circuit in Febru-
ary 2017. She was elected
to the 23rd Circuit and
took office in January
2023 when DeSoto County
became a separate district.

Judge  Hannan  has
served as chairman of the
Conference of County
Court Judges since 2015.
Judge Johnson has been
vice-chair since October
2004. Judge Young Gra-
ham became Conference
secretary in April 2012.
Judge Hannan, of Madi-
son, became a Madison
County Court Judge in
January 2007. Judge John-
son, of Greenville, has
been Washington County
Court Judge since 1999.
Judge Young Graham, of
Meridian, has served on
the Lauderdale County
Court bench since January
2007.
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Tracy Graves to retire from
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Tracy Graves, at left, was honored for almost 31 years of state service.
Supreme Court Presiding Justice Leslie D. King is at right.

Tracy Graves, Adminis-
trator of the Mississippi
Commission on Continu-
ing Legal Education and
the Board of Certified
Court Reporters, will retire
April 30 after almost 31
years of service.

Supreme Court Presid-
ing Justice Leslie D. King
said, “On behalf of the
Board of Certified Court
Reporters, I thank Tracy
Graves for her many years
of devoted, effective, effi-
cient and selfless service
as its very first Adminis-
trator. As the Board's first
administrator, Tracy was
responsible for getting the
agency organized, estab-
lishing an effective record
keeping system, getting to
know and establishing an

effective and cordial work-
ing relationship with those
persons subject to the
Board's jurisdiction, and
getting to know and estab-
lishing effective working
relationships with the gov-
ernance agencies of our
sister states.”

Presiding Justice King,
chairman of the Board of
Certified Court Reporters
and the state’s longest cur-
rently serving appellate
judge, said that Graves has
served as CLE administra-
tor longer than he has been
a judge. Justice King, one
of the original members of
the Court of Appeals, be-
gan hearing cases in 1995.

Graves became the first
administrator for the Com-
mission on CLE in 1993.

She assumed duties of ad-
ministrator to the Board of
Certified Court Reporters
in 1995 after that body was
created by the Legislature
in July 1994.

Presiding Justice King
joined the Board of Certi-
fied Court Reporters in
2011. “Tracy’s wealth of
knowledge, sense of histo-
ry and order, and duty and
fairness, has greatly aided
me and the service of each
of this Board’s members,”
he said. “Tracy is a very
quiet and low key individ-
ual. But she has been, and
remains, a knowledgeable,
skilled and effective advo-
cate on behalf of court re-
porters, and on behalf of
the judicial system and the
public, which those report-
ers serve. The Board
thanks Tracy for all that
she has done, and wishes
her Godspeed.”

The Board presented
Graves with a plaque hon-
oring her service on April
5. It read, “The members
of the Board of Certified
Court Reports convey our
genuine and deep appreci-
ation for Tracy Graves’
years of loyal service and
dedication to the admin-
istration of the Board and
to the Judicial Branch for
the State of Mississippi.
May your well-deserved
retirement be filled with
joy for the commendable
work you have accom-
plished.”

Graves said that she
joined the CLE Commis-
sion as administrator at the
urging of attorney Patricia
Bennet, who was an ad-
junct professor at Missis-
sippi College School of
Law before she became
dean of the law school.
Graves at the time worked
with the law school’s CLE
office, a position she held

CLE, court reporter boards

for six years.

“I went from putting on
(CLE) programs to ap-
proving them,” Graves
said of her move to the job
as Commission adminis-
trator in 1993.

Graves has spent most
of her career working with
CLE programs. She man-
aged a temp staff agency
after finishing college. She
graduated from Mississip-
pi State University, then
earned a Master of Busi-
ness Administration from
Mississippi College.

Her plans for retirement
are centered around fami-
ly. She has five grandchil-
dren, and she wants to
spend more time with her
father.

“For Christmas [ got
three pairs of tennis shoes.
I’m calling it my retire-
ment wardrobe.”

The Commission on
Continuing Legal Educa-
tion is responsible for the
administration of the Rules
and Regulations for Man-
datory Continuing Legal
Education. The Board in
2023 approved live CLE
offerings including 312 in-
state and 1,310 out-of-state
programs; 4,139 CLE pro-
grams were given by satel-
lite, teleconference or
online through live
webcasts and on-demand
programs.

The Board of Certified
Court Reporters oversees
licensing of certified court
reporters and the granting
of temporary permission to
noncertified and nonresi-
dent court reporters. In
2023, there were 261 cer-
tified and noncertified re-
porters; four new noncerti-
fied reporters were work-
ing on their certification.
There were 21 nonresi-
dent reporters.
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Supreme Court makes appointments to Bar Complaint Tribunal

Judge Faye Peterson

The Supreme Court in
December and January
made appointments to the
Bar Complaint Tribunal.

The most recent appoin-
tee is Circuit Judge Dal
Williamson of Laurel, who
replaced the late Circuit
Judge Claiborne “Buddy”
McDonald on the Tribu-
nal. Judge Williamson will
serve out the term, which
will end on Aug. 31, 2026.

New appointees named
in December 2023 include
Circuit Judge Celeste E.
Wilson of Southaven, at-
torney Jackye C. Bertucci
of Biloxi, and attorney
Charles Elliott Winfield of
Starkville. Tribunal mem-
bers who were reappointed
include Hinds County Cir-
cuit Judge Faye Peterson
of Jackson, attorney Clar-

Clarence Webster 111

ence Webster Il of Jack-
son and Chancellor Mark
A. Maples of Pascagoula.
Members of the Tribu-
nal hear and decide disci-
plinary matters arising
from complaints against
attorneys. Decisions from
the Tribunal may be ap-
pealed to the Supreme
Court. Actions by the Tri-
bunal are final if not ap-
pealed. The  27-member
Complaint  Tribunal is
made up of nine judges
and 18 lawyers selected by
the nine members of the
Supreme Court from three
Supreme Court districts.
Judge Williamson has
served as Jones County
Circuit Court Judge since
January 2015. He previ-
ously served terms as
chairman, vice-chairman

Chancellor Mark Maples

and secretary-treasurer of
the Conference of Circuit
Court Judges. He is a past
president of the Jones
County Bar Association,
and served as a Bar Com-
missioner of the Mississip-
pi Bar. He practiced law
in Laurel and Jones Coun-
ty for 34 years before elec-
tion to the bench. He
earned a Juris Doctor de-
gree from the University
of Mississippi School of
Law. He is a graduate of
Jones County Junior Col-
lege and Mississippi State
University.

Judge Wilson was ap-
pointed as Circuit Judge of
the17th Circuit District on
Feb. 6, 2017. She began
her service on the recently
created 23rd Circuit Court
of DeSoto County on Jan.

N

Charles Elliott Winfield

1, 2023. She was elected
by her colleagues in Octo-
ber 2023 as secretary-
treasurer of the Conference
of Circuit Court Judges,
and she was appointed by
the Supreme Court in Jan-
uary 2023 to serve on the
Advisory Committee on
Rules. Judge Wilson pre-
viously served as a DeSoto
County Court and Youth
Court Judge for more than
eight years. She was vice
chair of the Council of
Youth Court Judges and a
member of the Council for
Interstate Compact of Ju-
veniles, the Juvenile De-
tention and Alternatives
Task Force and the Na-
tional Council of Juvenile
and Family Court Judges.
She was Assistant District
Attorney in the 17th Dis-
trict ~ 2002-2008.  She
earned a bachelor’s degree
in business administration
from Delta State Universi-
ty and her law degree from
University of Memphis.
Bertucci works with the
Board Attorney’s Office
for the Jackson County
Board of Supervisors. She
has practiced law for 29
years. She  previously
served as in-house counsel
for Corporate Management
in Gulfport. She worked
in the firm of Colingo,

Continued on page 17



April 2024

Page 17

Judge Latrice Westbrooks named Austin Peay Qutstanding Alumna

Judge Latrice Westbrooks

Court of Appeals Judge
Latrice A. Westbrooks of
Lexington was honored in
October by Austin Peay
State University as one of
its Outstanding Alumna.

Judge Westbrooks was
born in Memphis. She at-
tended Memphis public
schools. She earned a
Bachelor of Science de-
gree from Austin Peay
State University in 1994,
and a Juris Doctor degree
from the University of De-
troit Mercy Law School in

1997.

In October 1997, she
became the first African
American woman Assis-
tant District Attorney in
the Second Circuit Court
District on the Mississippi
Gulf Coast. She joined the
Jackson law firm of Byrd
and Associates in 2000,
then opened her own law
practice in 2001, repre-
senting clients in both
criminal and civil matters.
She served as prosecutor
for the city of Durant and

as city attorney for the
town of Isola. For almost
10 years, she served as a
public defender in Holmes
County. She served as
legal counsel to the Jack-
son Police Department and
later as Lexington Munici-
pal Judge.

She was named as Out-
standing Woman Lawyer
of 2017 by the Mississippi
Women Lawyers’ Associ-
ation. She was inducted as
a Fellow of the Mississippi
Bar Foundation in 2022.

Continued from page 16
Williams, Heidelberg,
Steinberger and MCcEI-
haney, then at Deutsch,
Kerrigan & Stiles, and had
her own law practice in
Biloxi. She is a graduate of
the University of Southern
Mississippi and University
of Mississippi School of
Law.

Winfield frequently
serves as outside counsel
to his alma mater, Missis-
sippi State University, and
its employees. He also
serves as general counsel
to The Bulldog Club, Inc.,
a non-profit that provides
support to MSU’s athletic
teams. Since 2004, he has
served as a managing
member of the Winfield
Law Firm P.A. His prac-
tice has focused on civil
litigation including matters
that impact educational
institutions, and Mississip-
pi Tort Claims Act issues.
He frequently serves as a
mediator of civil disputes
involving other attorneys
and their clients. In his
spare time, he serves as a
broadcaster, including the
MSU pre-game and post-
game football radio broad-
casts and the SEC Net-
work+ broadcasts of MSU
baseball and Dbasketball.
He previously practiced

law with Jones Day in Dal-
las, Texas. He is a 1994
graduate of MSU, where
he earned a Bachelor of
Business  Administration
degree, and a 1997 gradu-
ate of the University of
Notre Dame Law School.
Judge Peterson was first
appointed to the Complaint
Tribunal on June 5, 2023.
She was elected to the
Hinds County Circuit
Court in November 2018
and took office Jan. 1,
2019. She also presides
over the Hinds County
Mental Health Treatment
Court. She is a frequent
speaker for continuing le-
gal education programs.
She was the first African-
American woman district
attorney in Mississippi,
serving as Hinds County
District Attorney 2001-—
2007 after working as an
assistant district attorney.
In her early career, she
worked for the Legal Ser-
vices office in Jackson,
representing  low-income
people. She was a public
defender before becoming
a prosecutor. While engag-
ing in private law practice,
she also served as a family
master in Hinds Chancery
Court 2009-2018. She has
a background in physics
and mathematics, earning

a Bachelor of Science de-
gree from Jackson State
University. She earned a
law degree from Mississip-
pi College School of Law.
Webster joined the
Complaint Tribunal in Jan-
uary 2021. He practices
with the Jackson office of
Jones Walker LLP, where
he is a partner in the firm’s
Litigation Practice Group.
He previously practiced in
the Jackson office of the
Bradley law firm. His
practice includes complex
commercial, product liabil-
ity, mass tort and other
litigation in federal and
state trial and appellate
courts. Webster has held
numerous leadership roles
in the Mississippi Bar. He
is a member of the Board
of Commissioners and the
Bar’s Ethics Committee.
He was chair of the Bar’s
Litigation Section Execu-
tive Committee, a director
and committee chair of the
Young Lawyers Division
and editor of the Mississip-
pi Lawyer magazine. He
held numerous leadership
roles in the Capital Area
Bar Association, including
president 2021-2022. He is
a member of the Magnolia
Bar, for which he served
as membership chair. He is
a Fellow of the American

Bar Association, and a
member of the Internation-
al Association of Defense
Counsel. He was named to
the National Black Law-
yers Top 100 in 2022, and
is a member The 100
Black Men of Jackson. He
is on the Board of Direc-
tors of the Mississippi
Sports Hall of Fame and
served on the Central Mis-
sissippi Down Syndrome
Society Board of Direc-
tors. Webster earned a
Bachelor of Arts degree
from the University of
Mississippi in 2002. He
earned a law degree from
Yale Law School in 2005.

Judge Maples joined the
Complaint Tribunal in Jan-
uary 2023. He has served
as a Chancellor of the 16th
Chancery Court of George,
Greene and Jackson coun-
ties since January 2019.
He previously served for
28 years as George County
Prosecutor. He was the
attorney for Singing River
Electric Power Association
for 28 years, and was
board attorney for George
County Schools for 18
years. He is a graduate of
Mississippi  Gulf Coast
Community College, the
University of Mississippi
and Mississippi College
School of Law.
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Justice King honored by National Judicial College and state Legislature

Presiding Justice
Leslie D. King

The National Judicial
College honored Missis-
sippi Supreme Court Pre-
siding Justice Leslie D.
King of Greenville in De-
cember as one of its 60
Courageous Judges.

The Mississippi Legisla-
ture echoed the accolades,
commending Presiding
Justice King for his nation-
al recognition and his ser-
vice to the state of Missis-
sippi. Senate Concurrent
Resolution 516 honoring
Presiding Justice King was
adopted on Feb. 12. The
House approved the reso-
lution on March 6.

The Resolution said, in
part, “We join the National
Judicial College in recog-
nizing Mississippi's long-
est-serving Appellate
Judge and former member
of the Mississippi House
of Representatives Leslie
King for his record of ser-
vice to the legal profession
and our system of justice.”
The bill also said, “It is
with great pride that we
commend an individual
who has devoted himself
to serving the public, the
legal profession, and the
administration of justice
over the span of his profes-
sional career, contributing
significantly to our system

of justice and to the legal
profession and to the State
of Mississippi.”

The National Judicial
College announced 60
Courageous Judges hon-
orees on Dec. 7 in a pro-
gram which concluded the
60™ Anniversary Celebra-
tion of the nation’s oldest

education program for
judges.
The Judicial College

said, “We honor 60 judges,
present and past, from
courts in the United States
and abroad, who have
demonstrated courage in
upholding the rule of law
and providing justice for
all.”

Presiding Justice King
said, “I am very apprecia-
tive of and humbled by
this recognition from the
National Judicial College.
In January of 1995, I took
the oath as a judge. In that
oath, | swore to
‘administer justice without
respect to persons, and do
equal right to the poor and
to the rich and ...faithfully
and impartially discharge
and perform all the duties
incumbent upon me as a
judge according to the
best of my ability and un-
derstanding, agreeably to
the Constitution of the
United States and the Con-
stitution and laws of the
State of Mississippi.” Each
day as I enter upon my
judicial duties, I review
that oath. As a judge, my
objective has been and
shall always be to em-
brace, honor and fulfill the
obligations of that oath.”

The ranks of 60 Coura-
geous Judges included leg-
ends of the judiciary: The
late  Judge Constance
Baker Motley of the U.S.
District Court for the
Southern District of New
York litigated for integra-

tion of universities in Ala-
bama, Georgia and Missis-
sippi and helped James
Meredith gain enrollment
at the University of Mis-
sissippi. Oregon Supreme
Court Justice James T.
Brand served on the Nu-
remberg War Crimes Tri-
bunal at the end of World
War II. The late Minnesota
District Court Judge Den-
nis Challeen, a longtime
National Judicial College
faculty member, is credit-
ed by NJC with inventing
the concept of sentencing
nonviolent offenders to
community service rather
than prison in 1972.

Presiding Justice King
has more than 29 years of
appellate judicial service.
He was one of the original
members of the Court of
Appeals, taking the bench
in January 1995. He was
the first African-American
to serve as chief judge of
the Court of Appeals, serv-
ing in the leadership posi-
tion for almost seven
years. He was appointed to
the Supreme Court on
March 1, 2011.

He previously served for
15 years in the Mississippi

House of Representatives,
from 1980 through 1994.
He was vice-chairman of
the Ways and Means Com-
mittee 1988-1991 and was
chairman of the Mississip-
pi Black Legislative Cau-
cus in 1988.

In his early career in
Washington County, he
was Youth Court Counse-
lor, Public Defender,
Youth Court Prosecutor
and Municipal Court Judge
for the Town of Metcalfe.

He has practiced law for
more than 50 years, having
been admitted to the Mis-
sissippi Bar on May 8, 1973.

He graduated from the
University of Mississippi
in 1970, and from Texas
Southern University
School of Law in 1973.

Presiding Justice King
was the only Mississippi
judge among the 60 hon-
orees, although others
have  Mississippi ties.
Jackson native Judge Wil-
liam Alsup, among the
honorees, is a Senior Judge
of the U.S. District Court
for the Northern District of
California in San Francis-
co. He has served on the
bench since 1999.

Judge Deborah McDonald honored
with Pathfinder Award

Judge Deborah McDonald

Mississippi  Court  of
Appeals Judge Deborah
McDonald of Fayette was
recently honored by the
Mississippi Center for Jus-

tice with its Pathfinder
Award.

Twenty years  ago,
Judge McDonald was

among founding donors to
the Mississippi Center for
Justice. The organization
advocated for the rights of
poor and marginalized
people in areas including
health care, housing, wag-

Continued on page 19
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Pro Bono Awards recognize efforts to improve access to justice

The Mississippi Volunteer Lawyers Project honored, left to right, Hinds Chancery Court Administrator Tonya Anderson,
Chancellor Dewayne Thomas, Chancellor Tametrice Hodges, Chancellor Crystal Wise Martin, Chancellor Tiffany Grove and
Court Administrator D’Andrea LaShae Gilmore.

Four judges of the
Hinds Chancery Court
were honored by the Mis-
sissippi Volunteer Law-
yers Project for their work
assisting poor people to

gain access to justice.
Chancellors Dewayne
Thomas, Crystal Wise
Martin, Tiffany Grove and
Tametrice Hodges were
presented the Beacon of

Justice Award. Chancery
Court Administrators To-
nya Anderson and D’An-
drea LaShae Gilmore and
the Hinds County Chan-
cery Clerk staff also were

Judge Deborah McDonald honored, continued from page 18

es and voting.

The award was present-
ed at the Champions of
Justice awards reception
on Oct. 26 in Jackson.

Judge McDonald began
her service on the Court of
Appeals in January 2019.

She began her legal ca-
reer representing the poor
at the former Southwest
Mississippi Legal Services
in McComb. She worked
for Legal Services for nine
years as staff attorney,
managing attorney and
executive director. She

entered private law prac-
tice in 1991. Her practice
included civil rights, em-

ployment discrimination,
consumer law, personal
injury, product liability

and family law. She did
extensive work in voting
rights litigation, including
legislative redistricting.
She was Fayette Munic-
ipal Judge for 23 years and
attorney  for  Jefferson
County Hospital and Jef-
ferson County Nursing
Home for 24 years. She
was attorney for the city of

Port Gibson for seven
years, and represented the
Hazlehurst School District
for three years.

Judge McDonald grew
up in Fayette and graduat-
ed from Jefferson County
High School. She is a
graduate of Alcorn State
University. She earned her
Juris Doctor from the Uni-
versity of  Mississippi
School of Law. She is ad-
mitted to practice before
the U.S. Supreme Court
and all state and federal
courts of Mississippi.

recognized for their work
making sure that all people
have access to the courts.
The Beacon of Justice
Award is presented to
members of the judiciary
who provide outstanding
leadership in promoting
and supporting equal ac-
cess to justice. MVLP
Board member Seth Shan-
non, who presented the
award, said, “Access to
justice is a fundamental
right, and it is through the
efforts of these judges that
this right is made a reality
for so many individuals.”
He said, “Their tireless
efforts have helped bridge
the gap between the legal
system and the residents,
making the courts more
approachable and under-
standable....By dedicating

Continued on page 20
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MVLP recognizes judges, pro bono attorneys for service

Continued from page 19
their time and expertise,
these judges have empow-
ered the residents of their
county to assert their
rights, seek redress, and
find resolution to their le-
gal disputes. Their passion,
commitment, and tireless
efforts have made a signif-
icant impact on the lives of
many. We owe them our
deepest thanks for their
invaluable contribution to
our community.”

Free legal clinics are
held at Hinds Chancery
Court twice each year to
address family law issues
such as uncontested no-
fault divorce, visitation,
child custody, guardian-
ships and name changes.

The clinics are usually
packed with people seek-
ing assistance. Shannon
said, “Court Administra-
tors D’Andrea Gilmore
and Tonya Anderson, and
the Hinds County Chan-
cery Clerk staff, have done
a remarkable job with
providing access to the
Courts.”

In the past five years,
about 400 Hinds County
residents have gotten help
at the clinics. More than
170 volunteer attorneys
and 30 law student volun-
teers provided services.
The efforts included part-
nerships with MVLP, the
Capital Area Bar Associa-
tion, Mission First Legal
Aid, the Jackson Public
School District and AARP.

Statewide, MVLP host-
ed 37 clinics in 2023, the
most ever for MVLP in a
year. The clinics provided
limited representation to
419 people across the
state. MVLP also helped
497 individuals gain ac-
cess to the courts through
full direct representation
by volunteer lawyers, said

attorney Alicia Hall, vice-
chair of the MVLP Board
of Directors.

Judge Thomas, who is
senior chancellor of the
Fifth Chancery Court of
Hinds County, began his
service on the Court in
2007. He  previously
served in the House of
Representatives for nine
years, representing House
District 71, and he served
as Assistant County Attor-
ney in Hinds County for
11 years. He also was in
private law practice. He
earned a B.B.A. from the
University of Mississippi
and a juris doctor from
Mississippi College
School of Law.

Judge Wise Martin was
elected to the Hinds Coun-
ty Chancery Court in No-
vember 2018 and took of-
fice in January 2019. She
previously served as attor-
ney for the Hinds County
Board of Supervisors for
about six years. She was
special master in Hinds
County Chancery Court,
and was an assistant prose-
cuting attorney for Hinds
County. She earned a
Bachelor of Science De-
gree in Chemistry from
Spelman College, a Bache-
lor of Chemical Engineer-
ing Degree from Georgia
Tech and a law degree
from the University of
Mississippi ~ School  of
Law. She is past president
of the Magnolia Bar Asso-
ciation. She is a fellow of
the Mississippi Bar Foun-
dation.

Judge Grove was elect-
ed to the Hinds County
Chancery Court in Novem-
ber 2018 and took office in
January 2019. She was
president of the Capital
Area Bar Association. She
serves on the Access to
Justice Commission. She

was chair of the Women in
the Profession Committee
of the Mississippi Bar for
two years. The Mississippi
Women Lawyers Associa-
tion named her Outstand-
ing Woman Lawyer of the
Year in 2018. She is a
graduate of the Honors
College at the University
of Southern Mississippi,
and earned a law degree
from Mississippi College
School of Law.

Judge Hodges was elect-
ed to the Hinds Chancery
Court in November 2022
and took office in January
2023. She previously
served as an assistant dis-
trict attorney for Hinds
County. Her private law
practice was in family law.
She is a former member of
the Mississippi Bar Child
Welfare and Advocacy
Committee and the Missis-
sippi Bar Ethics Commit-
tee. She served as a volun-
teer at Mission First. She
attended Piney Woods
Country Life School. She
is a graduate of Denison
University in Granville,
Ohio, and earned her juris
doctor from Mississippi
College School of Law.

Others were honored for
their legal assistance to the
poor at the annual Pro Bo-
no Awards Reception in
Jackson on Dec. 12.

Attorney  Harry M.
Yoste Jr. of Gulfport, who
provides free legal services
to victims of domestic vio-
lence at the Northcutt Le-
gal Clinic in Gulfport, was
honored with the Curtis E.
Coker Access to Justice
Award.

Recipients of the 2023
MVLP Pro Bono Awards
were attorney Carolyn
McAlister of Gulfport,
attorney Malissa Wilson of
Jackson and Yumekia
Jones of Indianola. McAl-

ister served as regional
managing attorney for
Mississippi Center for Le-
gal Services before she
opened her private law
office. Wilson has been a
volunteer for MVLP for
more than a decade, donat-
ing her time for legal rep-
resentation of the poor.
She is a partner at Forman
Watkins & Krutz LLP in
Jackson.

Jones serves as office
manager for Mississippi
Center for Justice’s Indi-
anola office and Program
Manager for Special Pro-
jects in the Center’s Eco-
nomic Justice Campaign.
Jones manages the New
Roots Credit Partnership,
an alternative to predatory
lending  practices  that
brings employers, commu-
nity members and financial
institutions together to en-
gage Mississippians ex-
cluded from the economic
mainstream for genera-
tions, said MVLP Board
member Josie Mayfield
Hudson. Historically,
MVLP’s Pro Bono Awards
recognize attorneys. Jones,
who is not an attorney,
was honored because “she
embodies the true spirit of
service and ensuring vul-
nerable individuals have a
voice in the legal system,”
said Hudson.

MVLP presented the
2023 Chairman of the
Board’s Torchbearer
Award to the Mississippi
Bar Litigation Section for
its financial contributions.
The Litigation Section has
contributed nearly $30,000
to MVLP to carry out its
legal clinics across the
state of Mississippi as well
as providing direct repre-
sentation to MVLP clients,
said Ratoya Gilmer
McGee, immediate past
chair of the MVLP Board.
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Justice Court Judge training includes Supreme Court visit

More than 40 new Mississippi Justice
Court Judges were elected in November.
More than 20 percent of the state’s Justice
Court judges are new to the office.

In preparation for taking office, new
judges participated in the mandatory two-
week training course provided by the Mis-
sissippi Judicial College.

The new judges visited the Supreme
Court on the afternoon of Dec. 4, the first
day of training. Supreme Court Justice
James Maxwell II and Court of Appeals
Judge Jack Wilson talked to the new
judges about being a judge. Presiding Jus-
tice Jim Kitchens spoke about leadership
from the bench, including a list of things
to never do. Administrative Office of
Courts Director of Language Access
Deenie Miller explained requirements for
providing interpreters for people of lim-
ited English proficiency.

Presiding Justice Kitchens, Justice
Maxwell and Judge Wilson are pictured
at right, above, with the group of new
judges. Justice Maxwell, at right, talks to
the new judges. Judge Wilson is at left.
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Former Supreme Court Justice James Robertson died Dec. 10

Former Justice James Robertson is pictured on Oct. 8,
2015, talking to current and former colleagues when he
presented his portrait to the Supreme Court.

Colleagues and friends
of the late former Supreme
Court Justice James Law-
ton Robertson remembered
him as a brilliant jurist, an
inspiring teacher, a talent-
ed writer and a man enthu-
siastic about interests rang-
ing from baseball to opera.

Former Justice Robert-
son died of cancer on De-
cember 10, 2023, at his
Jackson home, surrounded
by his family. He was 83.

His ashes were interred
at Greenwood Cemetery in
Jackson on April 12. His
family gathered afterwards
to hear stories from his law
practice, his law school
classes and his time on the
bench.

“Jimmy stood for all

that was good about the
law, lawyering and the law
practice,” said attorney
Roy D. Campbell III of
Jackson. He described
Robertson as brilliant, re-
sourceful and a man of
uncommon humanity.

They were friends most
of their lives. Robertson
returned to his hometown
of Greenville to practice in
the firm of Keady, Camp-
bell and DeLong after
graduating from Harvard
Law School in 1965.

In private practice, Rob-
ertson’s clients ranged
from billionaire businesses
with complex legal prob-
lems to paupers fighting
for their lives and liveli-
hoods. He gave the same

vigorous representation to
clients on both ends of the
economic spectrum.

“I think he was born to
be a lawyer,” said former
Senator Charlie Ross, who
practiced law with Robert-
son at Wise, Carter, Child
& Caraway in Jackson.

Robertson practiced
law for 25 years at Wise
Carter, joining the firm in
January 1993 after he left
the Supreme Court.

Ever the teacher, he en-
joyed mentoring young
associates and law clerks
as they began their law
careers. Attorney Virginia
Gautier of Wise Carter
recalled being at first in-
timidated by the reputation
of the lawyer in the covet-
ed corner office. He quick-
ly became mentor and
friend. “He was eager to
teach and help me learn
how to practice,” she said.
“He was what I call a true
Southern gentleman.”

Attorney Michael B.
Wallace of Jackson, also
of Wise Carter, recalled
Robertson from the Jus-
tice’s time on the Supreme
Court, and the changes that
he brought to the bench.
Justices in the early 1980s
didn’t ask many questions
during oral arguments,
Wallace recalled. “That
changed when Jimmy got
there. If you were standing
in front of them being paid
to talk, he was going to
talk to you,” he said.

Wallace said earlier,
“He was not only brilliant.
He was courageous. As a
judge he would apply the
law as he saw it, no matter
where the chips would
fall.” Some of those deci-
sions included publicly
unpopular reversals of
death  penalties. = “He
thought people deserved a
fair trial and he was will-

ing to do what was neces-
sary to make that hap-
pen.... He believed very
strongly and had the cour-
age to act upon it.”

Justice Robertson
served on the Supreme
Court from 1983 through
1992. Gov. William Win-
ter appointed him to a va-
cancy on the Court on Jan.
17, 1983. At age 42, he
was the youngest justice
on the Court at that time.
He was elected to an eight-
year term, and served until
Sept. 1, 1992.

Former Justice Reuben
V. Anderson said in an
interview  shortly  after
Robertson’s death, “He
was a Harvard Law gradu-
ate. He kept the reputation.

He was a  brilliant
man...And he had so
many  other interests,

sports and the arts. He was
a Renaissance man.”

The pair were running
club members of the Poca-
hontas Trotters.

Robertson was a law
professor before joining
the Supreme Court. He
was a member of the facul-
ty of the University of
Mississippi School of Law
from 1977 through 1992.
He began teaching part-
time while in private prac-
tice in Greenville, then
taught full-time from 1979
until his appointment to
the Supreme Court. He
continued to teach a legal
philosophy course while
serving on the Court.

Court of Appeals Chief
Judge Donna M. Barnes of
Tupelo was one of his stu-
dents. “He meant so much
to us, not only just teach-
ing us law, but teaching us
to think like a lawyer,” she
told those attending the
graveside service. “He just
made a difference to a gen-

Continued on page 23
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eration of law students
who have become law-
yers.”

After Robertson left the
Court in the Fall of 1992,
he spent a semester in
Manhattan as visiting pro-
fessor at Fordham Univer-
sity School of Law. He
spent evenings at the opera
at Lincoln Center across
the street from the law
school and enjoyed early
morning runs through Cen-
tral Park.

A lover of the opera,
throughout his lifetime he
traversed the country fol-
lowing performances of
his favorites, especially
Wagner. He was President
of the Mississippi Opera
Association in 1996-97.

Family said in his obitu-
ary that the as “an ardent
sports fanatic, Robertson
relished any opportunity to
talk about seeing Ted Wil-
liams and Bill Russell play
in person, or how he was
in the press box to watch
Johnny Vaught’s greatest
football teams and in the
stands for both the Billy
Cannon punt return and
the Bryce Drew buzzer
beater, arguably the two
most painful lessons ever
in what it means to be an
Ole Miss fan.”

Robertson earned a de-
gree in history at the Uni-
versity of Mississippi in
1962. In a 2003 oral histo-
ry interview, he said that
his major was history by
default, as it was the sub-
ject in which he had
enough hours to complete
a major. His other course
work was spread over in-
terests in economics, po-
litical science and English,
and he took numerous ac-
counting and math cours-
es, as his father wanted
him to follow in his foot-
steps to become a certified

public accountant.

He worked for the col-
lege newspaper during his
entire time as a student.
The paper became the Dai-
ly Mississippian the year
he was editor, having pre-
viously been a weekly
publication. His family
noted, “In this position, he
challenged the school’s
approach to race-related
matters, and his outspoken
editorial policy sparked
efforts to impeach him as
editor by both the Campus
Senate and the Mississippi
Legislature. Robertson
refused to back down and
would go on to be inducted
into the Ole Miss Hall of
Fame.”

He was editor during the
school’s protracted fight to
deny admission to James
Meredith. Meredith be-
came the first African-
American to be admitted
to the University of Mis-
sissippi a few months after
Robertson graduated.

Robertson wanted to
pursue a career in journal-
ism. He worked as a sports
reporter for the Delta
Democrat Times in high
school. The legendary edi-
tor Hodding Carter Jr. was
an early mentor. Robertson
was accepted at the Uni-
versity of Missouri, a not-
ed journalism school. He
applied to Harvard Law
School “on a lark,” he
said, and got accepted. He
earned his law degree from
Harvard in 1965.

Robertson’s love of the
turn of a phrase is reflected
in his judicial opinions,
court briefs and scholarly
articles. Ross said earlier,
“He loved the law and he
loved history, and he ap-
proached his  writing,
whether for a client or a
book, as if it was more of
an art form rather than for
business.”

Some of his Supreme

Court opinions mixed liter-
ature with legal analysis.
Among the best remem-
bered of those dealt with
competing interests of
fishermen, landowners and
hunting club leaseholders
over access to the Beulah
Crevasse, also known as
the Merigold Blue Hole in
Bolivar County. Robert-
son’s opinion in Dycus v.
Sillers, issued Jan. 10,
1990, begins with, “This is
a case about a fishin'
hole....This is also a case
about a people, the waters
they fish, and a unique
culture and lore. These
form an ambiguous but
real part of our life whose
pulse is preserved in the
product of our poets from
the famous to the obscure.”
Then he spent the next
3,000 or so words quoting
William Faulkner, Eudora
Welty, Ellen Douglas, Bar-
ry Hannah, Willie Morris
and others regarding the
importance of fishing as it
relates to the culture, lives
and livelihoods of people.
He explained in a 2003
oral history interview,
“This case in a very real
sense, was symbolic of a
serious social problem in
the Mississippi Delta at the
time, and the essence of it
was that poor people don’t
have a place to fish....And
so that’s what I was trying
to find a way to capture.
And I decided to do this by
lifting up lines from Mis-
sissippi authors who had
talked about the relative
importance of fishing and
the different experiences
of various characters in
Mississippi literature
where they collectively
explain how central fishing
is as just a part of the life
and culture and social fab-
ric of those people. So
that’s what I did, and it got
to the point where I didn’t
want to leave anybody

out.”

He was a prolific writer
of scholarly works, includ-
ing his volume on the Mis-
sissippi Constitution in the
Encyclopedia of Mississip-
pi Law.

Family noted that Rob-
ertson  “considered  his
most significant profes-
sional affiliation the life
membership in the Ameri-
can Law Institute, and he
contributed to the revered
Restatements of the Law.”

His recent publications
include his 2019 book He-
roes, Rascals and the Law,
and his last, Rowdy Bound-
aries: True Mississippi
Tales from Natchez to
Noxubee,  published in
November 2023.

The Mississippi Legisla-
ture honored Robertson
with a concurrent resolu-
tion mourning his death
and commemorating his
lifetime of work. The Sen-
ate adopted Senate Con-
current Resolution 515 on
Feb. 12. The House ap-
proved the resolution on
March 6. The resolution
said, in part, “Justice Rob-
ertson leaves a great lega-
cy of serving the public,
the legal profession and
the administration of jus-
tice over the span of his
professional career. His
love, commitment and
lasting impact on his fami-
ly, Mississippi jurispru-

dence and the State of
Mississippi will be
missed.”

He is survived by his
wife, Workers Compensa-
tion Commission Adminis-
trative Law Judge Linda
Thompson Robertson;
sons Rob Robertson, La-
mar Robertson and Chris
Robertson; brother Dr.
L.D. Robertson; sisters Dr.
Lucie Bridgforth and Bon-
nie Gardner; and five
beautiful and talented
grandchildren.
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Retired Circuit Judge Andrew Baker died Oct. 31, 2023

| Incumbent

which included DeSoto,
Panola, Tallahatchie, Tate
and Yalobusha counties.
Judge Dick
Thomas, who was ill and
had not sought re-election,
retired shortly after Judge
Baker won the runoff elec-
tion, and Gov. CIliff Finch
appointed Judge Baker to
finish the unexpired term.
Judge Baker began his first
elected term in January
1979, Justice Carlson re-
called. Judge Baker never
faced another opponent for
election.

Andrew C. Baker was

Circuit Judge Andrew Baker speaks at the investiture of born Sept. 29, 1936, in
Justice Ann H. Lamar in Senatobia on Aug. 16, 2007.

Retired Circuit Judge
Andrew C. Baker died on
Oct. 31 at his home in
Charleston. He was 87.

He was buried on Nov.
2 at Bethel Methodist
Church Cemetery near
Enid.

Judge Baker served for
32 % years on the 17th
Circuit Court, retiring on
Dec. 31, 2010.

Retired Supreme Court
Justices George C. Carlson
Jr. of Batesville and Ann
H. Lamar of Senatobia
both  practiced before
Judge Baker, then served
alongside him before their
respective appointments to
the Supreme Court. Both
described him as a model
of fairness and even judi-
cial temperament.

Justice Carlson, who
joined Judge Baker on the
Circuit Court bench in Jan-
uary 1983, said, “He was
the epitome of firm but
fair. Whether you were a
lawyer or criminal defend-
ant, he treated you with
courtesy and respect and
dignity. He was a very
learned judge. He knew
the law and applied it ev-
enhandedly.”

Justice Carlson said, “I
just thoroughly enjoyed
my 19 years serving to-
gether with Judge Baker.
I’ve lost a dear friend and
a colleague.”

Justice Lamar was ap-
pointed to the Circuit
judgeship which Justice
Carlson vacated when he
was appointed to the Su-
preme Court in November
2001. She served along-
side Judge Baker on the
17" Circuit for five and
one-half years, until her
appointment to the Su-
preme Court. She also
practiced before him as an
Assistant District Attorney
and District Attorney.

“He had a huge impact
on my career as a lawyer,
as a prosecutor and as a
judge,” said Justice Lamar.
“He was kind. He was
smart. He had a wonderful
judicial temperament.”

She said, “I learned so
many lessons from him
and feel blessed to have
had the opportunity to
practice before him and
work alongside him. He
will be greatly missed.”

Judge Baker was elected
in June 1978 to the district

Coaldale, West Virginia,
to Jesse and Vessie Baker.

He graduated from Bram-
well High School in 1954.
He enlisted in the U.S.
Marine Corps on Sept. 3,
1954, at age 17, and served
for four years, until his
honorable discharge. He
came to Mississippi in
1957, and graduated from
Northwest Community
College in 1962. He gradu-
ated from Delta State Uni-
versity in 1964, then
earned a Juris Doctorate in
1966 from the former
Jackson School of Law,
now Mississippi College
School of Law. He was
admitted to the Mississippi
Bar in 1966.

Oxford Judge Hal Neilson died Jan. 7
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Oxford Municipal Judge
Hal Neilson

Oxford Municipal
Judge Philip Halbert “Hal”
Neilson died on Jan. 7 in
Alligator, MS, at his hunt-
ing camp. He was 63.

He was appointed Ox-
ford Municipal Judge on
March 29, 2018. He was
elected president of the
Municipal Court Judges
Association in June 2023.

“Judge Neilson was an
active member of the asso-
ciation and was always
ready to volunteer as need-

ed,” said Tylertown Mu-
nicipal Judge Ryan Bruhl,
who  preceded  Judge
Neilson as president.

Meadville =~ Municipal
Judge Bill Halford Jr. said,
“It was obvious that he
possessed great leadership
skills and it was a pleasure
to work with him.”

Neilson spent more than
20 years as an FBI agent.
He began his federal law
enforcement career in
Washington, D.C., in 1989
as a legal advisor and civil
litigation attorney. He later
served posts in Jackson,
then Oxford, where he was
Special Agent in Charge
for North Mississippi. He
retired from the FBI in
2012 and went into private
law practice. He also
served as prosecutor for
the City of Coffeeville.

He was born in Lexing-
ton. He played football at
Delta State University. He
earned a Juris Doctor from
the University of Missis-
sippi School of Law.
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Retired Circuit Judge William A. Gowan died December 20

A
Judge William A. Gowan

Retired Circuit Judge
William A. Gowan died
Dec. 20 after a fall outside
a business near his Madi-
son home. He was 81.

He was buried on Dec.
27 in Parkway Memorial
Cemetery.

Colleagues recalled
Judge Gowan’s 57 years in
the legal profession, in-
cluding 42 years of public
service.

Longtime friend Steve
Pickett of Raymond said,
“Judge Gowan’s career
spanned more than 40
years of service to the citi-
zens of Hinds County and
the state. His time as Cir-
cuit Judge was the high-
light of his career....It was
a place where he excelled
after all of his life experi-
ences.”

Pickett noted that Judge
Gowan served by appoint-
ment of two Governors,
Ronnie Musgrove and Ha-
ley Barbour, to fill vacan-
cies on the Hinds County
Court in 2002 and 2006.
He also served as a special
Circuit Judge by appoint-
ment of the Supreme Court
from August 2008 through
July 2010 to hear criminal
cases. He was elected to
the Hinds Circuit Court in
November 2010 and took
office in January 2011.

Judge Gowan retired
from the Hinds Circuit
Court on March 31, 2018.
He continued his public
service after retirement as
a senior status judge, pre-
siding over cases by as-
signment of the Supreme
Court for another year.

In his early career, he
practiced law in the Jack-
son firm of Waller,
Pritchard and Fox, the law
firm of former Gov. Wil-
liam Waller.

Former Chief Justice
William L. Waller Jr. re-
called Gowan’s dedica-
tion, hard work and atten-
tion to detail when he
worked at the law firm.
Later, as Circuit Judge,
“he tirelessly worked his
docket to promote the fair,
efficient and independent
administration of justice,
earning deep respect from
all courthouse officials, the
Bar and the public. His
service and work ethic
were exemplary, a legacy
that will be long remem-
bered.”

Retired Hinds Circuit
Judge Tomie T. Green said
Judge Gowan was fair, just
and impartial. “He was
well respected in the halls
of justice and in turn he
respected those who ap-
peared before him,” she
said.  “Judge  Gowan
worked extremely hard to
correctly interpret the law,
whether in a criminal, a
civil or appellate case from
a lower tribunal....It was a
pleasure to have him as a
colleague in the largest
circuit district in the State
of Mississippi.”

Judge Green recalled the
Bible’s Micah 6:8 “...and
what doth the Lord re-
quire of thee, but to do
justly, and to love mercy,
and to walk humbly with

thy God?” Judge Green
said, “I am persuaded that
Judge Bill Gowan com-
plied with that mandate
and has indeed found favor
with God.”

Gowan began his public
service career as an assis-
tant city prosecutor in
Jackson 1978-1990. He
served as city prosecutor
1991-1994; and as assis-
tant city attorney 1994-
1998. He later worked in
the administration of the
late Hinds County Sheriff
Malcolm McMillin, serv-
ing as undersheriff and
counsel to the sheriff for
11 and one-half years.

Pickett, who worked in
the Sherift’s Office along-
side Gowan, said, “His
legal counsel to Sheriff
McMillin was invaluable
to the County....He and
Malcolm were quite a
team together.” Gowan
and Pickett also represent-
ed the Sheriff in meetings
of boards and commis-
sions, including charities
that provided huge ser-
vices. Gowan worked in
the background, never
seeking attention. “He was
a part of a lot of good,”
Pickett said.

Pickett said, “He was a
man of few words but
when he spoke, you got
the message. With Judge
Gowan, there wasn’t any
misunderstanding.”

His son Will Gowan in a
Facebook tribute at the
time of his father’s 2018
retirement also  talked
about how he didn’t mince
words. “My father was
always fair and didn’t
waste time playing on
words. It took about a na-
nosecond to understand
exactly what he thought
about something.... There
was no gray area and the

line of demarcation be-
tween right and wrong was
as clear as day from his
perspective.”

Will Gowan and his sis-
ter Lauren grew up in City
Court, watching after
school as their father pros-
ecuted shoplifters, traffic
violators and others misde-
meanor offenders. “Those
times taught us a lot about
what bad behavior could
yield — we didn’t want to
end up on the receiving
end of Dad and Judge
(William) Barnett! We
learned about bargaining,
negotiation and the art of
being professional. Re-
spect was earned in that
room and no one was enti-
tled to anything. I can’t
thank him enough for those
experiences because they
have provided more value
to me than any business
course at Ole Miss did
(and yes, he made it clear
that Ole Miss was the only
college option for me.)”

Judge Gowan earned an
undergraduate degree from
the University of Missis-
sippi and a Juris Doctor
from the University of Missis-
sippi School of Law.

At his 2018 retirement
ceremony, Judge Gowan
recalled his early child-
hood, including watching
molasses making at his
grandmother’s farm at
Thomastown when he was
about 7. A mule hitched to
a pine pole walked in a
continuous circle to turn
the mill that squeezed
juice from the sugar cane.
He was told to lead the
mule. He said that he did-
n’t immediately recognize
that his assignment wasn’t
essential. “Everything we
come across in life is an
opportunity  to learn,”
Judge Gowan said.
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Chancellor Franklin McKenzie

Retired Chancellor
Franklin C. McKenzie Jr.
of Laurel died on Dec. 29
at Forrest General Hospital.
He was 77.

He was buried in his
judicial robe on Dec. 31 at
Lake Park Hills Cemetery
in Laurel.

Judge McKenzie served
the 19" Chancery Court of
Jones and Wayne counties
for 25 years. He was first
elected to the bench in No-
vember 1994 and took of-
fice in January 1995. He
was reelected six times
without opposition. He re-
tired on June 30, 2020, but
continued to hear cases
occasionally as a senior
status judge by appoint-
ment of the Supreme Court.

Friends described him as
devoting meticulous atten-
tion to detail and having
encyclopedic recall of case
law. He was a mentoring
judge to young attorneys.
And he took great care to
provide access to justice
for all who appeared in his
court, including people
who couldn’t afford to hire
an attorney.

“It was an honor to prac-
tice before him,” said Lau-
rel attorney Terry Caves,
the second of three genera-
tions of the Caves law
practice. “He was a great

legal mind. He had one of
the best memories of any
judge that I’ve ever ap-
peared before.” Whether
on the winning or the los-
ing side of a case, lawyers
had the utmost respect for
his decisions, Caves said.

Retired Chancery Clerk
Bart Gavin said that Judge
McKenzie usually ruled
immediately from the
bench. “He took care of
business. He would take
notes and make a ruling
from the bench and go
point by point.”

Judge McKenzie ush-
ered in the practice of
providing forms for pro se
litigants before that be-
came an established prac-
tice across the state. “He
had a way with people that
he could explain it to
them,” Gavin said. “He
knew how to take care of
people. He knew how to
help people who were less
fortunate and could not
afford an attorney.”

Noelle McKinnon of
Laurel said, “He made sure
that people that could not
afford lawyers had ac-
cess.” McKinnon said his
concern for the under-
served went back to his
private law practice, when
McKenzie took cases pro
bono or at a reduced fee.

McKinnon worked for
him for about 38 years,
first as a legal secretary in
private practice then as
court administrator from
the time Judge McKenzie
was elected. “In every rul-
ing, in every case through-
out his tenure, he was fair
and honest,” she said. He
applied the law.

He modernized the
Chancery Court the same
way he had sought out the
newest technology in pri-
vate practice. He brought
technology into court oper-

ations when many were
still using paper dockets
and files. He got comput-
ers, e-mail and the internet
for his office. He was
among the first to use
online docketing, McKin-
non said.

He practiced law in
Laurel for 22 years. He
was Laurel city attorney
for 22 years, and was cor-
porate counsel for South
Central Regional Medical
Center for 11 years. He
served in the Mississippi
Army National Guard
1968 to 1978.

He earned a Bachelor of
Arts degree from the Uni-
versity of Southern Missis-
sippi and a Juris Doctor
from the University of
Mississippi ~ School  of
Law. He was admitted to
the Mississippi Bar in
1972.

Retired Chancellor Franklin McKenzie died December 29

Retired Fifth U.S. Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals
Judge Charles Pickering
hired McKenzie to work in
his law firm when McKen-
zie was fresh out of law
school, Pickering recalled.
As a recently elected state
senator, Pickering had to
spend a great deal of time
away from his law prac-
tice. “I wanted someone
who could carry on while I
was gone,” he said. “I
wanted someone that I
could depend on, someone
who understood  the
law....He was a very smart
lawyer and I was very
pleased to have him join
me in the practice of law.”

He was a devoted family
man. “He loved his family,
his wife and his three kids,
then  his  grandkids,”
McKinnon said.

Retired Chancellor Shannon Clark died April 4

Chancellor Shannon Clark

Retired Chancellor
Shannon Clark of
Waynesboro died April 4.
He was 89.

Gov. Ross Barnett ap-
pointed Clark in 1966 as
Chancery Judge for the
newly created 19th Chan-

cery District of Jones and
Wayne  counties.  He
served until retirement in
1994. He returned to pri-
vate law practice, working
until 2022.

He spent most of his
life in Waynesboro. He
earned degrees from the
University of Southern
Mississippi and the Uni-
versity of  Mississippi
School of Law. After law
school, he served for three
years in the U.S. Army
Reserve, attaining the
rank of Captain.

His early law practice
was in Laurel. After he
and his family moved to
Waynesboro, he  was
elected Wayne County
Attorney in 1963.

He was married to
Kathryn Hollingshead
Clark for 52 years. They
have three sons.
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Circuit Judge Claiborne “Buddy” McDonald IV died January 1

Judge Claiborne McDonald

Circuit Judge Claiborne
“Buddy” McDonald IV of
Picayune died on Jan. 1 at
Forrest General Hospital.
He was 75.

A funeral Mass was
held on Jan. 5 at St
Charles Borromeo Catho-
lic Church in Picayune.

Judge McDonald served
as Circuit Judge of the 15"
District for eight years,
taking the bench in Janu-
ary 2016. He previously
served for seven years as
district attorney for the
15th District, and 16 years
as an assistant district at-
torney. The district in-
cludes Jefferson Davis,
Lamar, Lawrence, Marion
and Pearl River counties.
He also previously served
as Pearl River County
prosecuting attorney, city
attorney and later munici-
pal judge in Picayune, and
municipal prosecutor for
the city of Poplarville. He
engaged in the private
practice of law in Pearl
River County 1973-1984
and 2006-2016. He was
recognized at the Missis-
sippi Bar Convention in
July 2023 for 50 years as a
member of the Mississippi
Bar.

Colleagues and friends
remembered Judge

McDonald as a brilliant
and well-respected jurist
and public servant whose
death is a devastating loss
to the community. Numer-
ous lawyers across south
Mississippi recalled him as
a mentor whose counsel
and advice shaped their
lives and legal careers.

Friends knew him as
Buddy. He spoke with a
soft voice, but his dry
sense of humor and gift for
storytelling could captivate
an audience. He loved his-
tory and read widely about
a variety of subjects.

Supreme Court Presid-
ing Justice Jim Kitchens of
Crystal Spring has known
McDonald  since  the
1970s, when they were
prosecutors in adjoining
court districts.  Justice
Kitchens called him “a
man of solid integrity, a
dedicated servant of the
law, and a reliable servant
of the public....As a prose-
cuting attorney he was fair
and he was formidable. As
a trial judge he took his
oath of office seriously
and served with impartiali-
ty, patience, and devotion
to the rule of law. His
years of honorable work in
our state’s courts will be
remembered and admired
by all who knew him.”

Mississippi  Court  of
Appeals Presiding Judge
Virginia C. Carlton, a long
-time family friend, said,
“He was a great mentor
and role model. He was an
accomplished prosecutor.”
Judge Carlton worked for
McDonald as an assistant
district attorney. “Buddy
was always committed to
the pursuit of justice. He
put others before himself.
He cared about the victims
and their families. He went
the extra mile.”

Manya Creel Bryan of
Picayune worked with
McDonald as an assistant
district attorney and later
was his law partner in pri-
vate practice. “Buddy was
a great mentor. He always
had time for younger attor-
neys. He was my mentor.
.... A lot of young attor-
neys sought his advice.”

District Attorney Hal
Kittrell, who worked with
McDonald as an assistant
district attorney and fol-
lowed him as District At-
torney for the 15™ District,
said, “I’m where I am be-
cause of Buddy. Buddy
was a great mentor to me.
He gave me my opportuni-
ty to grow into and be-
come a prosecutor, which
is the most rewarding op-
portunity I’ve had.” Their
styles were different, but
Kittrell said he learned
from “one of the best trial
attorneys I’ve ever seen. It
just came to him natural-
ly.”
McDonald was a leader
among state prosecutors,
serving as president of the
Mississippi ~ Prosecutors
Association and as a mem-
ber of the Board of Direc-
tors of the National Dis-
trict Attorneys Associa-
tion. He served as an in-
structor in the National
College of District Attor-
neys career prosecutors
course. He was a member
of the Mississippi State
Board of Law Enforce-
ment Standards and Train-
ing and served on the Leg-
islative Advisory Commit-
tee on Redrafting the Mis-
sissippi Criminal Code and
the Mississippi Legislative
Advisory Committee on
Juvenile Justice.

He was president of the
Pearl River County Bar
Association, a Commis-

sioner of the Mississippi
Bar, a Fellow of the Mis-
sissippi Bar Foundation
and a member of the Na-
tional  Association  of
Criminal Defense Attor-
neys.

He served by appoint-
ment of the Supreme Court
on the Bar Complaint Tri-
bunal, and on the Supreme
Court Advisory Commit-
tee on Criminal Rules of
Practice and Procedure.

Judge Richelle Lumpkin
said that Judge McDonald
had a brilliant legal mind
and impeccable integrity
and dedication. “When he
raised his hand and said
that oath, he did every-
thing in his power to abide
by that oath.”

“He’s been my mentor.
He’s been my friend. He’s
been my legal profession
colleague. He’s been my
judicial colleague. He’s
been a personal and pro-
fessional friend,” she said.

Circuit Judge Prentiss
G. Harrell of Hattiesburg
said, “He was an excellent
jurist.” He was extremely
knowledgeable of the law
and meticulous in his deci-
sions. “He was a pleasure
to work with.”

He also was a storyteller
who captivated an audi-
ence. “He’s probably the
best storyteller I’ve ever

known,” Judge Harrell
said.
Kittrell — said, “With

Buddy, you never lacked
for entertainment. He had
a story for everything. He
had a thought about every-
thing. He had an opinion,
and he was quick to offer
it. He was a joy to be
around.”

Bryan said, “He found
humor in just about every-
thing. To hear him tell

Continued on page 28
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Judge Buddy McDonald remembered as public servant and mentor

Continued from page 27

stories of his exploits in the
courtroom — his stories are
legendary.”

He was a voracious read-
er, particularly history and
historical novels. “He al-
ways had a book in his
hand,” Bryan said. “He was
the only person I ever knew
that would take a book to a
football game.” She saw it
at the Egg Bowl, no less.
And, she said, “Back when
Trivial Pursuit was a big
game, Buddy always won.
If you played partners, you
always wanted Buddy on
your side. He knew all of
the answers.”

Judge McDonald be-
lieved in public service in
and outside the legal pro-
fession. Judge Carlton re-
called that after Hurricane
Katrina, “he stepped up and
provided great emergency
assistance to his communi-
ty during the disaster ...
and the recovery efforts.
He had logistics experience
from his military service.”

Judge Lumpkin said that
he quietly contributed time
and efforts through civic,
church and charitable activ-
ities such as assistance for
underprivileged children.

He was a mentor at the
Boys and Girls Club of
Picayune and a board
member of “Puttin’ on the
Pink” Breast Cancer Foun-
dation; member of Pica-
yune Rotary Club; director
of Picayune Main Street;
and Post Judge Advocate
of the Picayune American
Legion.

He was a member of St.
Charles Borromeo Catholic
Church in Picayune, where
he served on the church
Finance Council.

He served in the U.S.
Army Reserve and Nation-
al Guard in the Transporta-

tion Corps, Quartermaster
Corps, and Judge Advo-
cate General Corps. He
was honorably discharged
with the rank of Captain.
Judge McDonald gradu-
ated from Picayune Me-
morial High School. He
earned a Bachelor of Arts
degree in political science
from Mississippi  State
University in 1970 and a

law degree from the Uni-
versity of Alabama School
of Law in 1973. He did
post-graduate  work in
criminal justice at the Uni-
versity of Southern Missis-
sippi and was a graduate of
the U.S. Army Command
and General Staff College.
McDonald told col-
leagues and staff that he
was proud that the corner-

stone of his career was his
service to his city, county
and state, but his proudest
accomplishment was his
family.

Survivors are his wife,
Suzy Stockstill McDonald;
children Hugh C. McDon-
ald, Neil Sullivan Angus
McDonald, Emily Nowell
and Erin Smith; and 13
grandchildren.

Former Workers’ Compensation ALJ Virginia Mounger died March 1

Virginia Wilson Mounger

Virginia Wilson
“Ginny” Mounger, died on
March 1. She was 69

She served as an admin-
istrative law judge for the
Mississippi Workers’
Compensation ~ Commis-
sion for two decades.

Early in her practice,
she worked in oil and gas,
then served as a public
defender. She was a mem-
ber of the Administrative
Law and Workers Compensa-
tion sections of the Mississip-
pi Bar, and of the Mississippi
Women Lawyers Associa-
tion. She was named as a
Fellow of the Mississippi
Bar Foundation in 2018.

She was a supporter of
Methodist Rehabilitation
Center, of which her late
father, Earl R. Wilson, was

founding chairman. She
served for many years on
the MRC Board of Trus-
tees, and was board chair
of the Wilson Research
Foundation from 2005 un-
til her death.

She was named Volun-
teer of the Year by Good-
will Industries in 2022.
She was a supporter of the
Mississippi Book Festival
and the Mississippi Muse-
um of Art, along with oth-
er nonprofit and philan-
thropical endeavors. She
was a member of the Jun-
ior League, Gallery Guild,
the High Noon Luncheon
Club, the Research Club,

the DAR and Colonial
Dames, among others.

She graduated from
Jackson Prep, Mississippi
State University and the
University of Mississippi
School of Law. In law
school, she served on the
Moot Court Board, was a
Dean’s List Scholar, and
was a recipient of an
American  Jurisprudence
Award. She was a member
of the Phi Alpha Delta Le-
gal Fraternity and the La-
mar Order.

She was preceded in
death by her husband of 32
years, John  Harbour
Mounger.

Former County Judge Patricia Sims
died November 12, 2023 in Pontotoc
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Judge Patricia Sims

Senior Status Judge Pa-
tricia Daniel Beckett Sims

died on Nov. 12 in
Pontotoc. She was 73.

She was a retired Boli-
var County Court judge,
having  served 1995
through 2002. She was
born in Bruce, Miss., and
was a teacher at Bruce
High School in her early
career. She earned a Juris
Doctor from the University
of Mississippi School of
Law and served as an as-
sistant district attorney in
Bolivar County before
serving as County Judge.
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	    When Rush delivered the books to the Supreme Court on March 27, Pre-siding Justice Kitchens said,  “You have done a great thing and I really appreciate it.” Rush re-plied, “I have done what I think needed to be done.”  
	    The books are, literally, pages out of history.  
	    The 1805-1809 Minute Book of the Supreme Court of the Mississippi Territory documents early stages of the 1807  at-tempted prosecution of  former Vice President Aa-ron Burr on treason charg-es. An entry dated Feb. 4, 1807, says that a grand jury found no reason to hold Burr. The document 

	reads, “The Grand Jury of the Mississippi Territory as a due consideration of the evidence brought be-fore them are of opinion that Aaron Burr has not been guilty of any Crime or misdemeanor against the laws of the United States or of this territory or given any just occasion for the alarm….” An entry on the document from three days later, Feb. 7, 1807, records another proceeding in which Attorney General George Poindexter ap-peared before the Territori-al Supreme Court and “moved that the defendant be call
	reads, “The Grand Jury of the Mississippi Territory as a due consideration of the evidence brought be-fore them are of opinion that Aaron Burr has not been guilty of any Crime or misdemeanor against the laws of the United States or of this territory or given any just occasion for the alarm….” An entry on the document from three days later, Feb. 7, 1807, records another proceeding in which Attorney General George Poindexter ap-peared before the Territori-al Supreme Court and “moved that the defendant be call
	    “This is an historic treasure,” Presiding Justice Kitchens said. “It’s foun-dational in our legal sys-tem in Mississippi. Missis-sippi has long recognized the doctrine that courts can speak only through their 

	minutes. The content of these volumes provides a glimpse of the efforts of our judicial ancestors to establish the rule of law in what was to become the states of Mississippi and Alabama.” 
	minutes. The content of these volumes provides a glimpse of the efforts of our judicial ancestors to establish the rule of law in what was to become the states of Mississippi and Alabama.” 
	    The Mississippi Territo-ry was created in 1798. Mississippi became a state in 1817, and Alabama, in 1819.  
	    The 1799-1803 Minute Book of the Supreme Court of the Mississippi Territory, coverless and tattered, opens with a who’s who of territorial history, documenting that  William McGuire, Chief Justice, and Peter Bryan Bruin, Second Judge, pre-sented their commissions under the hand and seal of the President of the United States. The handwritten script, a corner of which is missing, reads, “At a Su-preme Court held for the Mississippi Territory ... Town of Natchez in the County of Adams on ...twenty third da

	Justice and the other as second Judge of the Mis-sissippi Territory, and the court being opened in the usual form the same are read.” 
	Justice and the other as second Judge of the Mis-sissippi Territory, and the court being opened in the usual form the same are read.” 
	    The ragged brown open-ing page records Robert Stark’s oath as Clerk of the Supreme Court of the Ter-ritory and Lyman Har-ding’s oath as Attorney General, both having re-ceived  commissions from the Governor. Another entry documents that  Chief Justice William McGuire swore in the ter-ritorial governor on Sept. 23, 1799.   
	    Judges of the Territorial Supreme Court had trial jurisdiction over serious crimes, appellate jurisdic-tion, and the power to con-vene the grand jury.   
	    The second and third pages include a record of a what appears to be a grand jury report, though part of the page is missing. The record details the slaying of Jack, a slave, by Paul, another slave, who wield-ed an ax on May 6, 1799. 

	The record uses only their first names.  The document records that the accused man “did kill and murder, against the form and effect of the statute in such case made, adopted and provid-ed, and against the peace and dignity of the Missis-sippi Territory aforesaid, and of the United States of America.” 
	The record uses only their first names.  The document records that the accused man “did kill and murder, against the form and effect of the statute in such case made, adopted and provid-ed, and against the peace and dignity of the Missis-sippi Territory aforesaid, and of the United States of America.” 
	    The third page notes the jurors’ finding “not a true bill” of indictment against another individual on a charge of murder, and an order of his release from jail in Adams County.   
	    Page 3 notes that the Attorney General sought a show cause of why the Sheriff of Adams County should not face a fine be-cause a prisoner charged with horse stealing es-caped jail. 
	    The 1799–1803 Minute Book is 121 pages;  the 1805-1809 volume is 117 pages.  
	     Parks said, “So little is known to us about the Ter-ritorial Court because our collection doesn’t extend 

	back that far. These are a primary source document-ing the establishment of and the early proceedings of the legal system of this territory that became Mis-sissippi. We are apprecia-tive of Mr. Rush assisting us in obtaining these items. It’s not often that items as rare as these come up for 
	back that far. These are a primary source document-ing the establishment of and the early proceedings of the legal system of this territory that became Mis-sissippi. We are apprecia-tive of Mr. Rush assisting us in obtaining these items. It’s not often that items as rare as these come up for 

	sale, or even viewing.” 
	sale, or even viewing.” 
	    The volumes were in the library of the late Lucius B. Dabney Jr. of Vicks-burg, a sixth generation attorney whose family law firm began in 1794 in Vir-ginia. The firm moved to Raymond in 1835, then to Vicksburg in 1885.  Lucius Dabney joined the firm in 

	1949, and practiced law in Vicksburg until several years before his death  on Aug. 11, 2022, at age 96. The firm is reportedly the oldest family-owned law firm in Mississippi.  
	1949, and practiced law in Vicksburg until several years before his death  on Aug. 11, 2022, at age 96. The firm is reportedly the oldest family-owned law firm in Mississippi.  
	    Presiding Justice Kitch-ens said, “Mr. Dabney was an unforgettable character and I’m glad that I knew him.” 
	    Rush, who was friends with Lucius Dabney for 50 years, is executor of the Dabney estate. “It’s been an interesting learning ex-perience,” he said. “I’ve learned a lot about Aaron Burr and his conspiracy trials.” 
	    It’s unclear when or how Dabney acquired the Minute Books. Rush said that Dabney’s father and 

	grandfather also were avid collectors. The collection included original docu-ments signed by John Han-cock and Alexander Ham-ilton, historic pictures and maps, Confederate curren-cy and other Civil War relics.  Alongside hun-dreds of volumes of law books were some rare books.  The oldest volume, which was sold before the estate sale,  was printed in 1496, in Latin.  
	grandfather also were avid collectors. The collection included original docu-ments signed by John Han-cock and Alexander Ham-ilton, historic pictures and maps, Confederate curren-cy and other Civil War relics.  Alongside hun-dreds of volumes of law books were some rare books.  The oldest volume, which was sold before the estate sale,  was printed in 1496, in Latin.  
	     Parks said that he hopes to make digital copies of the minute books, if that can be done without dam-aging them, and make the digital images  available to the public via the internet.  Access to the originals is restricted, as they are frag-ile. 
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	Presiding Justice Jim Kitchens, at left, and State Librarian Stephen Parks look at Territori-al court minutes moments after attorney Freddie Rush delivered the books to the Supreme Court on March 27. 
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	Presiding Justice Jim Kitchens, at left, and State Librarian Stephen Parks look at Territori-al court minutes moments after attorney Freddie Rush delivered the books to the Supreme Court on March 27. 


	    Carole Murphey of Batesville has been ap-pointed Director of the Mississippi Judicial Col-lege, University of Missis-sippi School of Law Dean Frederick G. Slabach an-nounced on April 22. 
	    Carole Murphey of Batesville has been ap-pointed Director of the Mississippi Judicial Col-lege, University of Missis-sippi School of Law Dean Frederick G. Slabach an-nounced on April 22. 
	    Carole Murphey of Batesville has been ap-pointed Director of the Mississippi Judicial Col-lege, University of Missis-sippi School of Law Dean Frederick G. Slabach an-nounced on April 22. 
	    With a remarkable ten-ure of 27 years within the MJC, Murphey brings a wealth of experience and expertise to her new posi-tion, the University said in 

	making the announcement.  Murphey has been an inte-gral part of MJC's success, previously serving as staff attorney and research counsel. Her leadership abilities were further demonstrated during her service as interim director since June 2023. In this capacity, she has effective-ly steered the MJC through a full program year, ensur-ing its continued success 
	making the announcement.  Murphey has been an inte-gral part of MJC's success, previously serving as staff attorney and research counsel. Her leadership abilities were further demonstrated during her service as interim director since June 2023. In this capacity, she has effective-ly steered the MJC through a full program year, ensur-ing its continued success 

	and growth. 
	and growth. 
	    Randy Pierce, former MJC Director and former Supreme Court Justice, praised her leadership. “Carole Murphey will do an excellent job leading the Mississippi Judicial College. She has devoted her legal career to serving Mississippi judges and court-related personnel. During my tenure as Di-rector of the Mississippi 

	Judicial College, Carole played a vital role in the successes that we achieved. No doubt, she is prepared to continue the excellent service the Mis-sissippi Judicial College provides the State of Mis-sissippi." 
	Judicial College, Carole played a vital role in the successes that we achieved. No doubt, she is prepared to continue the excellent service the Mis-sissippi Judicial College provides the State of Mis-sissippi." 
	    Madison County Court Judge Ed Hannan, who served on the search com-mittee and is a member of the Mississippi Judicial College Board of Gover-nors, congratulated Mur-phey and expressed excite-ment about working with her. “I extend my heartfelt congratulations to Carole Murphey on her appoint-ment as Director of the Mississippi Judicial Col-lege. I am confident that her leadership will contin-ue to elevate the college’s role within the Mississippi judicial community, and I look forward to working 

	with her.” 
	with her.” 
	    Mississippi Court of Appeals Presiding Judge Virginia Carlton, who also serves on the Board of Governors and was a member of the search committee, said that Mur-phey's appointment “is a testament to her exemplary qualifications and dedicat-ed service to the judiciary. Her extensive experience and commitment to excel-lence make her the ideal candidate to lead the col-lege into the future." 
	    Dean Slabach said, “Carole Murphey’s ap-pointment as Director of the Mississippi Judicial College is a testament to her outstanding contribu-tions and leadership within the legal community….We are confident that under her guidance, the College will continue to thrive and serve as a cornerstone of legal education and train-

	ing for Mississippi judges and state court personnel.” 
	ing for Mississippi judges and state court personnel.” 
	    Murphey said, “I am honored to have been se-lected as the Director of the Mississippi Judicial College. I will strive to ensure that the Mississippi Judicial College continues to provide the highest quality of education and training for the judiciary. I want to especially thank Dean Slabach for entrust-ing me with this position and the MJC staff for their  
	dedication to our program.” 
	    Murphey earned her Juris Doctor from the Uni-versity of Mississippi School of Law in 1994, where she distinguished herself as a leader. She served on the editorial board of the Mississippi Law Journal, was Judicial Liaison of the Moot Court Board, and chaired the Honor Council. 
	    In her new role, Mur-

	phey is responsible for directing, coordinating and administering operations of the Judicial College. She will collaborate with Mississippi judges and court personnel to meet the needs of the judiciary. 
	phey is responsible for directing, coordinating and administering operations of the Judicial College. She will collaborate with Mississippi judges and court personnel to meet the needs of the judiciary. 
	    The Mississippi Judicial College is a division of UM Law. Founded in 1970 by the late Judge Noah S. “Soggy” Sweat, the Judi-cial College became the first full-time state judicial education program in the country. The program  pro-vides continuing judicial education and training each year for about 1,400  
	judges and court personnel across the state, including Supreme Court justices; Court of  Appeals judges; Chancery, Circuit, County, Justice and Municipal Court judges; Youth Court  
	judges and referees; court administrators, court clerks and court reporters.  
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	Territorial Supreme Court Minutes recount Aaron Burr arrest, continued from page 1 
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	A 1799 entry describes a murder charge in the death of a slave. 
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	Feb. 4, 1807, minute entry documents grand jury finding regarding former Vice President Aaron Burr prosecution. 
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	The Attorney General takes issue with the Sheriff over a jail escape. 
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	    Judge Jim M. Greenlee of Oxford recently an-nounced that he will retire from the Mississippi Court of Appeals on June 30. 
	    Judge Jim M. Greenlee of Oxford recently an-nounced that he will retire from the Mississippi Court of Appeals on June 30. 
	    Judge Jim M. Greenlee of Oxford recently an-nounced that he will retire from the Mississippi Court of Appeals on June 30. 
	    “I have been privileged to serve our people, our state and our system of justice in this position for over eight years,” Judge Greenlee said in an April 1 letter to Gov. Tate Reeves. “Furthermore, it has been a privilege to serve with my fellow Judges and our staff at the Mississippi Court of Appeals.” 
	    The Governor will make an appointment to fill the vacancy. A special elec-tion is expected to be scheduled for November 2026. 
	    Judge Greenlee said in a recent interview that he has enjoyed his work on the Court of Appeals. “It’s been a great privilege and honor to be here and work on these cases,” he said. “We are a Court that has to give our attention and fo-cus on (appeals of)  what occurred in the trial courts and the state agency ad-ministrative appeals.” 
	    The 10-member Court of Appeals issued 321 de-cisions on the merits in 2023, and decided 1,550 motions and petitions. 

	    The Mississippi Senate commended Judge Green-lee’s career, adopting Sen-ate Resolution 80 honoring him on April 12. The reso-lution outlined his career and said, in part, “Judge Greenlee has served as a leader and mentor in the administration of justice in Mississippi, and consist-ently lectured on the pro-fessional standards of the practice, including ethics, integrity, civility, courtesy and adherence to the Gold-en Rule. Judge Greenlee's career has honored both the Mississippi Bar and this great stat
	    The Mississippi Senate commended Judge Green-lee’s career, adopting Sen-ate Resolution 80 honoring him on April 12. The reso-lution outlined his career and said, in part, “Judge Greenlee has served as a leader and mentor in the administration of justice in Mississippi, and consist-ently lectured on the pro-fessional standards of the practice, including ethics, integrity, civility, courtesy and adherence to the Gold-en Rule. Judge Greenlee's career has honored both the Mississippi Bar and this great stat
	    Judge Greenlee has more than 42 years of gov-ernment service, having served in the U.S. Navy and Naval Reserve, and as an Assistant U.S. Attorney and U.S. Attorney. Presi-dent George W. Bush nominated him as U.S. Attorney for the Northern District of Mississippi in 2001, and he was con-firmed by the U.S. Senate. He served as U.S. Attor-ney until 2010, leading an office which prosecuted public corruption cases, judicial influence cases, major drug distribution networks and violent gun crime cases. The of
	    He was an assistant U. S. Attorney in the Civil Division of the U. S. At-torney’s Office from 1987 until 2001. He became the lead civil fraud attorney, trying bankruptcy, tort, employment rights, emi-

	nent domain, and white-collar criminal cases.   
	nent domain, and white-collar criminal cases.   
	    He was in the private practice of law in Southaven from 1981 to 1987, and in Oxford from 2010 to 2016.  
	    He grew up in Batesville and graduated from South Panola High School in 1970.  Having been awarded a Navy ROTC Scholarship, he earned his Bachelor of En-gineering degree from the University of Mississippi in 1974. He served on ac-tive duty in the U. S. Navy from 1974 to 1978,  as-signed to the destroyers USS Stribling and USS Jonas Ingram. He served as First Lieutenant, Gun-nery Officer and Navigator at different times, and was qualified as a Surface Warfare Officer. After completing active duty, he ret

	    He continued his mili-tary service as a member of the U.S. Navy Reserve, commanding a Reserve  Naval Intelligence Service unit, the forerunner of NCIS. He retired from the Navy Reserve in 1997 at the rank of Captain, USN. 
	    He continued his mili-tary service as a member of the U.S. Navy Reserve, commanding a Reserve  Naval Intelligence Service unit, the forerunner of NCIS. He retired from the Navy Reserve in 1997 at the rank of Captain, USN. 
	    Former Gov. Phil Bry-ant appointed Judge Greenlee to a vacancy on the Court of Appeals on Jan. 20, 2016, after former Court of Appeals Judge James D. Maxwell II of Oxford was appointed to the Supreme Court. Judge Greenlee was elected twice without opposition.  
	     Judge Greenlee, 72, said that he looks forward to spending more time with his wife of 49 years, Ann Veazey Greenlee, and with their two children’s families. They have four grandchildren. 
	     “Ann and I would like to do some things together, and I just think it’s time,” he said. 


	    Circuit Judge  Jon Mark Weathers of Hattiesburg will leave the bench April 30. He will return to his former position as counsel 
	    Circuit Judge  Jon Mark Weathers of Hattiesburg will leave the bench April 30. He will return to his former position as counsel 
	    Circuit Judge  Jon Mark Weathers of Hattiesburg will leave the bench April 30. He will return to his former position as counsel 

	to the University of South-ern Mississippi on May 1. 
	to the University of South-ern Mississippi on May 1. 
	    In an April 1 letter to Gov. Tate Reeves, Judge Weathers said, “The time eventually comes to those holding public office to step aside in order to allow a younger person to as-sume his place of service. After much thought and prayer, I have concluded that now is the time for me to step aside from service in my present role.” 
	    Judge Weathers, 75, has 24 years of public service. 
	    The Governor is ex-pected to appoint a judge to the vacancy. A special 

	election is expected to be set for November 2025.  
	election is expected to be set for November 2025.  
	    Judge Weathers served as university counsel  from Nov. 15, 2010, until he took office as 12th Circuit Court Judge on Jan. 4, 2016. He was elected to the bench after a second circuit judgeship was cre-ated for Forrest and Perry counties. 
	    “I came over here and set up a new position” for the court, Judge Weathers said. He recalled starting with a nearly empty office. His court administrator  put up cardboard drawings where  computers were to 

	go.  
	go.  
	    Now, “We have a state-of-the-art courtroom. The docket is in good shape. It’s just a good time to go and let the Governor ap-point somebody younger.” 
	    He said, “I love my job. I love the people I work with. I have the best staff anywhere. I’m going to miss them all. It’s just time to move on.” 
	    He looks forward to re-turning to work at USM. “It was an opportunity that I didn’t think would ever come along again.” 
	    He is a lifelong resident of Hattiesburg. He   earned 

	an associate degree from  Pearl River Community College. He  is a 1970 graduate of USM. He earned his Juris  Doctor from the University of Mississippi School of Law in 1972.  
	an associate degree from  Pearl River Community College. He  is a 1970 graduate of USM. He earned his Juris  Doctor from the University of Mississippi School of Law in 1972.  
	    He served twice as Dis-trict Attorney of Forrest and Perry counties – 1976 to 1980 and again from July 2003 until November 2010.  
	    In between, he  was in private law practice for 23 years. He had mostly a civil practice. 
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	    Court of Appeals Judge Joel Smith of Gulfport will leave the court at the end of his term in December. He is not seeking election. 
	    Court of Appeals Judge Joel Smith of Gulfport will leave the court at the end of his term in December. He is not seeking election. 
	    Court of Appeals Judge Joel Smith of Gulfport will leave the court at the end of his term in December. He is not seeking election. 
	    Judge Smith said, “After nearly two and a half dec-ades as a prosecutor and judge, I’ve decided it’s time for a new chapter and will be returning to the private sector following the completion of this term at the end of the year. It’s been the honor and privi-

	lege of my professional life to serve the people of this great State for so many years, first as an As-sistant DA, then as District Attorney and now on the Court of Appeals. I’m very thankful for the opportuni-ty to work with a multitude of dedicated and hard-working people along my path.” 
	lege of my professional life to serve the people of this great State for so many years, first as an As-sistant DA, then as District Attorney and now on the Court of Appeals. I’m very thankful for the opportuni-ty to work with a multitude of dedicated and hard-working people along my path.” 
	    He said, “After lots of prayer and discussion with my family, I look forward to the next chapter and promise to stay involved in service to our community. Thank you to everyone who has given us support and help over the years.” 
	    Gov. Tate Reeves ap-pointed Judge Smith on Jan. 19, 2021, to the posi-tion previously held by Sean Tindell.  
	    Before appointment to the bench, Judge Smith  served for 20 years as a prosecutor in the Second Judicial District of Harri-son, Hancock and Stone 

	counties. He was an assis-tant district attorney for 11 years. He was elected Dis-trict Attorney in 2011 and took office in January 2012. He was in his third term as District Attorney when he was appointed to the bench. Smith practiced corporate defense and premises liability litigation with the firm of Bryant, Clark, Dukes & Blakeslee before  joining the District Attorney’s office.  
	counties. He was an assis-tant district attorney for 11 years. He was elected Dis-trict Attorney in 2011 and took office in January 2012. He was in his third term as District Attorney when he was appointed to the bench. Smith practiced corporate defense and premises liability litigation with the firm of Bryant, Clark, Dukes & Blakeslee before  joining the District Attorney’s office.  
	    He is past president of the Mississippi Prosecu-tors Association,  served as a member of the Executive Committee of the Prosecu-tors Section of the Missis-sippi Bar and was a mem-ber of the National District Attorneys Association.  He served as  vice-chair of the Mississippi Children’s Jus-tice Act Task Force and was appointed by the Gov-ernor to serve on the Mis-sissippi School Safety Task Force. He  served on the Mississippi Correc-

	tions and Criminal Justice Oversight Committee and on the Governor’s 2020 search committee to find a new commissioner for the Department of Correc-tions. He  served as an in-structor with the U.S. Na-vy Sexual Assault Inter-vention Training Program, the Southern Regional Public Safety Institute and the Harrison County Law Enforcement Academy. 
	tions and Criminal Justice Oversight Committee and on the Governor’s 2020 search committee to find a new commissioner for the Department of Correc-tions. He  served as an in-structor with the U.S. Na-vy Sexual Assault Inter-vention Training Program, the Southern Regional Public Safety Institute and the Harrison County Law Enforcement Academy. 
	    He  was President of the Leadership Gulf Coast Board of Trustees and a member of the Board of Directors of the Coast Cham-ber of Commerce. He was a member of the Gulf Coast Business Council.  
	        He is a native of Gulfport and  a graduate of Gulfport High School. He earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in history from                                                                                                       the University of Missis-sippi in 1996 and a Juris Doctor from the University of Mississippi School of Law in 1999. 
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	Free court interpreter seminar May 30-31  
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	Free court interpreter seminar May 30-31  
	    The  Administrative Office of Courts seeks bilingual speakers willing to train and qualify as credentialed court interpreters. An Ethics and Skill Building Seminar will be held May 30-31 at the Gar-tin Justice Building in Jack-son.  
	   The registration deadline is May 24. Register at this link: 
	https://courts.ms.gov/aoc/courtinterpreter/forms/Registration%20Form%20-%20May%202024.pdf 
	    For the first time, the semi-nar is free. A legislative ap-propriation to the AOC Court Interpreter Credentialing Pro-gram allows the program to be offered at no cost to partic-ipants for one time only.   
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	    Recently appointed Cir-cuit Judge Richelle Lump-kin of Carriere said that she will give her all, as her parents taught her, in ser-vice to the court and the people of the 15th Circuit Court District. 
	    Recently appointed Cir-cuit Judge Richelle Lump-kin of Carriere said that she will give her all, as her parents taught her, in ser-vice to the court and the people of the 15th Circuit Court District. 
	    Recently appointed Cir-cuit Judge Richelle Lump-kin of Carriere said that she will give her all, as her parents taught her, in ser-vice to the court and the people of the 15th Circuit Court District. 
	    At her investiture cere-mony on March 25, she said, “My promise to Gov-ernor Reeves  and to every citizen in this 15th Circuit Court District is to be the best circuit judge that I can be, as I have been taught from my youth.”  
	    She told the crowd that filled the Pearl River County Circuit Courtroom in Poplarville,  “I pledge to continue to work tirelessly as a member of the judici-ary and to fulfill my judi-cial role in a fair, impartial manner and administer justice equally to all. I also promise to uphold the rule of law and the Constitution  of the State of Mississippi 

	and the Constitution of the United States of America. As I assume this important office, my prayer is that of the Psalmist: ‘Give me understanding and I shall keep thy law; Yea, I shall observe it with my whole heart.’” 
	and the Constitution of the United States of America. As I assume this important office, my prayer is that of the Psalmist: ‘Give me understanding and I shall keep thy law; Yea, I shall observe it with my whole heart.’” 
	      Gov. Tate Reeves, who appointed Judge Lumpkin to the 15th Circuit Court, called her an “incredibly accomplished and success-ful judge.” He said, “Judge Lumpkin has my complete and total confidence. I know she will do an excel-lent job and I know she will make this entire com-munity, her home, and this entire state proud.” 
	    The Governor said, “I think we all know and it should be stated that Judge Lumpkin has big shoes to fill....We were all sad-dened by the passing of the Honorable Buddy McDon-ald.  But I know that Judge 

	Lumpkin will fill this seat with the honor and distinc-tion that is required.”  
	Lumpkin will fill this seat with the honor and distinc-tion that is required.”  
	    Chief Justice Mike Ran-dolph gave Judge Lumpkin the charge to serve and administered the ceremo-nial oath. He recalled  Judge McDonald, and not-ed that he swore in Judge McDonald in 2016. 
	    Judge Lumpkin began hearing Circuit Court cases on Feb. 19.  She took the oath of office before be-ginning work. It is custom-ary for judges to take a ceremonial oath again dur-ing an investiture.  
	    Chief Justice Randolph spoke about the im-portance of prayer and pat-riotism. The investiture ceremony began with prayer, the Pledge of Alle-giance and singing of the National Anthem. The Mississippi Supreme Court begins its En Banc meet-ings with prayer.  Sculpted 

	friezes at the U.S. Su-preme Court include Mo-ses with the Ten Com-mandments, and the con-stitutions of all 50 states contain references to God. 
	friezes at the U.S. Su-preme Court include Mo-ses with the Ten Com-mandments, and the con-stitutions of all 50 states contain references to God. 
	    “We shouldn’t be ashamed to have prayers publicly and proclaim who we are as a nation,” he said. He spoke about the importance of faith, say-ing, “You don’t have to set it aside to be something you are not.” 
	    Judge Lumpkin put on Judge McDonald’s judicial robe after she took the oath.  Her children, Han-nah and Hunter Lumpkin, helped her don the robe. 
	    Judge Lumpkin said, “I am humbled by the trust that he (the Governor) has placed in me to fill the va-cancy that was left by the passing of my mentor and personal friend, the late Circuit Judge Claiborne ‘Buddy’ McDonald IV. I am keenly aware of the responsibilities. . . . I am ready to meet the challeng-es that I will face but also the opportunity that I have to make a positive differ-ence for our citizens, the judiciary and the district.” 
	    Judge Lumpkin paid tribute to her late parents, Adrain Pate Lumpkin Sr. and Virginia Kirkland Lumpkin. They were edu-cators, and they demanded best efforts from her and her brother, Adrain, in everything they undertook. “They taught us the im-portance of loving God and loving family, of being loyal and being honest. They also taught us that whatever we were doing, we would do it to the very best of our abilities. My brother and I are continu-

	ally grateful for the love, guidance, support and the values that they instilled in us. They helped greatly shape us into the people that we are today. They raised us to be the best that we could be.” 
	ally grateful for the love, guidance, support and the values that they instilled in us. They helped greatly shape us into the people that we are today. They raised us to be the best that we could be.” 
	    She told her husband and children, “Thank you for your steadfast support and belief in me.”  

	    Senior Circuit Judge Prentiss Harrell said, “It will be a genuine pleasure to work with her.” Judge Harrell noted that Gov. Reeves has appointed four judges within the 15th Cir-cuit. “I genuinely believe with all of my heart that the four judges will mirror what Amos 5:24 states: ‘Let justice roll like a riv-
	    Senior Circuit Judge Prentiss Harrell said, “It will be a genuine pleasure to work with her.” Judge Harrell noted that Gov. Reeves has appointed four judges within the 15th Cir-cuit. “I genuinely believe with all of my heart that the four judges will mirror what Amos 5:24 states: ‘Let justice roll like a riv-

	er, like a never ending stream.’ I know that Judge Lumpkin will make a sig-nificant contribution and I applaud your appointment of her, and I am grateful to sit alongside her.”  
	er, like a never ending stream.’ I know that Judge Lumpkin will make a sig-nificant contribution and I applaud your appointment of her, and I am grateful to sit alongside her.”  
	    Gov. Reeves recently appointed Pearl River County Court Judge Lisa Beech McGloflin. The Governor also appointed Circuit Judge Brad Touch-stone to a vacancy on the 15th Circuit in January 2023 and Joseph “Jop” Parker to the Lamar Coun-ty Court in February 2023. 
	    Judge Touchstone said, “Judge Harrell and I both look forward to serving with you on the Circuit Court bench.”  
	    Rep. Jansen Owen be-gan his legal career as a staff member for Judge Lumpkin while she was Pearl River County Court Judge. “I have witnessed first-hand Judge Lump-kin’s commitment to her community, but more im-

	portantly her commitment to the rule of law, her com-mitment to the Constitu-tion, her commitment to determining what the law is and not how she feels it should be.”  
	portantly her commitment to the rule of law, her com-mitment to the Constitu-tion, her commitment to determining what the law is and not how she feels it should be.”  
	    He noted that Judge Lumpkin is the first wom-an Circuit Judge to serve the 15th Circuit District. 
	     Judge Lumpkin was the first person to serve as County Court Judge for Pearl River County. The 2010 Legislature author-ized creation of a County Court for Pearl River County to relieve a crowd-ed Circuit Court and Youth Court docket. She took office in 2011. 
	    She served as Youth Court Referee for eight years before her election to County Court. She also was Municipal Judge for the City of Picayune for four years. She previously served for eight years as Pearl River County prose-cutor. 


	 
	 
	 


	Judge Richelle Lumpkin pledges tireless efforts in service 
	Judge Richelle Lumpkin pledges tireless efforts in service 
	Judge Richelle Lumpkin pledges tireless efforts in service 


	Circuit Judge Richelle Lumpkin, at left, takes the oath of office as her husband Wendell holds the Bible during an investiture ceremony on March 25 at the Pearl River County Courthouse. Supreme Court Chief Justice Mike Randolph, at right, administers the oath. Gov. Tate Reeves, who appointed Judge Lumpkin to the court, is seated at left. 
	Circuit Judge Richelle Lumpkin, at left, takes the oath of office as her husband Wendell holds the Bible during an investiture ceremony on March 25 at the Pearl River County Courthouse. Supreme Court Chief Justice Mike Randolph, at right, administers the oath. Gov. Tate Reeves, who appointed Judge Lumpkin to the court, is seated at left. 
	Circuit Judge Richelle Lumpkin, at left, takes the oath of office as her husband Wendell holds the Bible during an investiture ceremony on March 25 at the Pearl River County Courthouse. Supreme Court Chief Justice Mike Randolph, at right, administers the oath. Gov. Tate Reeves, who appointed Judge Lumpkin to the court, is seated at left. 
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	Judge Lumpkin puts on the robe that Judge McDonald once wore 
	Judge Lumpkin puts on the robe that Judge McDonald once wore 
	Judge Lumpkin puts on the robe that Judge McDonald once wore 
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	    An investiture ceremo-ny for County Court Judge Lisa Beech McGloflin will be held on May 8 at 2 p.m. at the Pearl River County Courthouse in Poplarville. 
	    An investiture ceremo-ny for County Court Judge Lisa Beech McGloflin will be held on May 8 at 2 p.m. at the Pearl River County Courthouse in Poplarville. 
	    An investiture ceremo-ny for County Court Judge Lisa Beech McGloflin will be held on May 8 at 2 p.m. at the Pearl River County Courthouse in Poplarville. 
	    Gov. Tate Reeves ap-pointed Judge McGloflin, of Carrier, as Pearl River County Court Judge on March 11. She took the position previously held by Judge Richelle Lumpkin. 
	    Judge McGloflin said, “Judge Lumpkin kept a tight ship. It’s been an easy transition.” 
	    Judge McGloflin will serve through Jan. 5, 2026. A special election will be held on Nov. 4, 2025. 

	    Gov. Reeves said when he made the appointment, “I’m proud to appoint Lisa as county court judge. She knows Pearl River County well and will do an excel-lent job in this position. I look forward to seeing everything she will accom-plish on behalf of Missis-sippians.”  
	    Gov. Reeves said when he made the appointment, “I’m proud to appoint Lisa as county court judge. She knows Pearl River County well and will do an excel-lent job in this position. I look forward to seeing everything she will accom-plish on behalf of Missis-sippians.”  
	    She served for six years as guardian ad litem for the Pearl River County Youth Court. She was an assistant district attorney for the 15th Circuit  District 2013-2018. 
	    She was judge pro tem-pore for Picayune Munici-pal Court from 2022 until 

	her appointment as County Court Judge. 
	her appointment as County Court Judge. 
	    Judge McGloflin said that she will divide her time equally between Youth Court and County Court duties. She handles felony arraignments, ac-cepts pleas and can con-duct bench trials.     
	   She said, “I feel very excited. We have a very good system with our par-ent defenders and Child Protection Services and prosecutors.” 
	    She graduated from Pearl River Community College. She earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of 

	Mississippi and a Juris Doctor from the Universi-ty of Mississippi School of Law. 
	Mississippi and a Juris Doctor from the Universi-ty of Mississippi School of Law. 


	Judge Lisa McGloflin appointed to Pearl River County Court 
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	Judge Lisa McGloflin appointed to Pearl River County Court 
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	Judge Lisa McGloflin 
	Judge Lisa McGloflin 
	Judge Lisa McGloflin 
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	    Colleagues and friends called newly appointed Hinds County Court Judge Pieter Teeuwissen a vi-sionary problem solver with a long record of pub-lic service. 
	    Colleagues and friends called newly appointed Hinds County Court Judge Pieter Teeuwissen a vi-sionary problem solver with a long record of pub-lic service. 
	    Colleagues and friends called newly appointed Hinds County Court Judge Pieter Teeuwissen a vi-sionary problem solver with a long record of pub-lic service. 
	    Judge Teeuwissen, 57, of Jackson, took the oath of office on Nov. 30, 2023, and started work on Dec. 4 as a Hinds County Court Judge. Gov. Tate Reeves  appointed Judge Teeuwis-sen as County Court Judge for Hinds County, Subdis-trict 2, to fill the vacancy created by the death of Judge LaRita Cooper-Stokes on May 8, 2023.  
	    Judge James E. Graves Jr. of the Fifth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals has known Teeuwissen since the new judge was a stu-dent at Tougaloo College. Judge Graves said at the investiture ceremony, “What he demonstrated to me and many others is that he is a visionary leader. 

	What I saw is a man who identified problems and then devised solutions to those problems – legal problems, practical prob-lems, people problems. That’s what he has been involved in doing through-out his entire career, and those are great qualities for a judge to possess – the ability to solve problems.” 
	What I saw is a man who identified problems and then devised solutions to those problems – legal problems, practical prob-lems, people problems. That’s what he has been involved in doing through-out his entire career, and those are great qualities for a judge to possess – the ability to solve problems.” 
	    “He has evidenced an unwavering commitment to public service,” Judge Graves said. “I am con-vinced that he is the right person at the right time and we can all count on him to do the right thing. I have no doubt that he will serve with honor because the people deserve it, dig-nity because his family expects it, and integrity because God requires it.” 
	    Chancellor Crystal Wise Martin, who administered the oath of office, said, “He  has generously given his time and talents to any-

	one who would ask....He had demonstrated his con-tributions to Hinds County and the City of Jackson in the various capacities he has served.” She said that Judge Teeuwissen “will be a tremendous asset to the bench, just as he has been to the entire legal profes-sion and the community as a whole.” 
	one who would ask....He had demonstrated his con-tributions to Hinds County and the City of Jackson in the various capacities he has served.” She said that Judge Teeuwissen “will be a tremendous asset to the bench, just as he has been to the entire legal profes-sion and the community as a whole.” 
	    Judge Teeuwissen be-gan his remarks stating, “If you don’t know that a higher power exists, then you need to find out.” Then he offered prayer. 
	    A gallery of current and former judges gathered for the investiture. Judge Teeuwissen said that he stood on the shoulders of trailblazers including three former Supreme Court Justices: Reuben V. An-derson,  Fred L. Banks Jr., and James E. Graves Jr.  
	    They were the first, sec-ond and third African-American Justices of the 

	Mississippi Supreme Court. Justice Anderson began his judicial service as Hinds County Court Judge and served as Cir-cuit Judge of the Seventh Circuit of Hinds and Ya-zoo counties. Justice Banks and Justice Graves served first on the Seventh Circuit Court before ap-pointment and election to the Supreme Court. Judge Graves is the third African-American judge on the Fifth Circuit. 
	Mississippi Supreme Court. Justice Anderson began his judicial service as Hinds County Court Judge and served as Cir-cuit Judge of the Seventh Circuit of Hinds and Ya-zoo counties. Justice Banks and Justice Graves served first on the Seventh Circuit Court before ap-pointment and election to the Supreme Court. Judge Graves is the third African-American judge on the Fifth Circuit. 
	    Judge Teeuwissen said that he’s known them since he was a kid.  Banks as a civil rights lawyer worked with Teeuwissen’s mother, Betsy Teeuwissen, to make high quality schools available to all. Graves and his brother convinced Teeuwissen not to drop out of Tougaloo at age 16, and Anderson in-terceded to keep him from being kicked out of Tou-galoo as a rambunctious senior. Judge Graves noted that Teeuwissen graduated magna cum laude from Tougaloo. He earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1987, majoring in h
	    After he completed law school at the University of Minnesota in 1990, he re-turned to Mississippi to practice law, although some had tried to convince him to follow a career path elsewhere. Of his prede-cessors, he said, “They inspired me to practice law. They inspired me to come back to Mississip-pi....I wanted to be like them.” 
	    Judge Teeuwissen    

	emphasized the im-portance of  Hinds County as the home of jurists who made significant contribu-tions to jurisprudence.  “Hinds County is an im-portant place. It is near and dear to my heart. If you don’t think that the judges across the street and the judges in this building are important, then you don’t understand the value of Hinds County,” he said.  
	emphasized the im-portance of  Hinds County as the home of jurists who made significant contribu-tions to jurisprudence.  “Hinds County is an im-portant place. It is near and dear to my heart. If you don’t think that the judges across the street and the judges in this building are important, then you don’t understand the value of Hinds County,” he said.  
	    “Bear in mind at all times the words of Martin Luther King: ‘The moral arc of the universe bends slowly, but it bends to-wards justice.’ It is hum-bling and it is an honor to help bend that moral arc of justice for the citizens of Hinds County.” 
	    His wife Lisa Teeuwis-sen held the Bible as he 

	took the oath, and his wife along with  daughter Nina helped him don the robe. His mother-in-law, Brenda Brown, also accompanied him to the service. He said that these strong women are the rock of the family. He thanked his family for their support in their deep grief over the death of his daughter and grandson in 2020, and the death of his mother in 2021. He said, “Family, I love you more than words could ever say.”  
	took the oath, and his wife along with  daughter Nina helped him don the robe. His mother-in-law, Brenda Brown, also accompanied him to the service. He said that these strong women are the rock of the family. He thanked his family for their support in their deep grief over the death of his daughter and grandson in 2020, and the death of his mother in 2021. He said, “Family, I love you more than words could ever say.”  
	    Judge Teeuwissen praised the public service of Judge Cooper-Stokes and her husband, Jackson City Councilman Kenneth Stokes. Judge Teeuwissen recalled working alongside Judge Stokes in his first job in the legal profession, 

	staff attorney for the De-partment of Human Ser-vices. Judge Stokes was an attorney for DHS, and Judge Graves was a super-vising attorney for DHS. 
	staff attorney for the De-partment of Human Ser-vices. Judge Stokes was an attorney for DHS, and Judge Graves was a super-vising attorney for DHS. 
	     Judge Teeuwissen served as City Attorney for the City of Jackson for more than nine years, and as Board Attorney for Hinds County for more than six years. He also served by appointment as Special Circuit Judge for the Hinds County Circuit Court in 2008.  
	    The Mississippi Su-preme Court appointed him to the Board of Bar Admissions in 2002, and he continues to serve. He served a term as chair of the board, and several terms as vice-chair. He is a member of the National 

	Conference of Bar Exam-iners. 
	Conference of Bar Exam-iners. 
	    Judge Graves said that Judge Teeuwissen also is well-rounded with com-munity involvement. He coached New Hope Chris-tian School girls basketball 2004-2011, and served as president of the school’s Parent Student Associa-tion. He also coached the Jackson Lady Hornets. 
	    He has practiced law in Jackson for 33 years. He practiced for many years with law partner Anthony Simon as Simon and Teeu-wissen. Previous firms included  Danks, Simon, Teeuwissen & Associates, where he was managing partner; Dockins Simon & Teeuwissen; Byrd & Asso-ciates; and Cherry Givens Lockett Peters & Diaz.   


	Judge Teeuwissen takes oath as Hinds County Court Judge
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	Judge Teeuwissen takes oath as Hinds County Court Judge


	Figure
	Judge Pieter Teeuwissen, at right, takes the oath of office as Hinds County Court Judge. Chancellor Crystal Wise-Martin, at left, administers the oath as Judge Teeuwissen’s wife Lisa holds the Bible and daughter Nina watches. 
	Judge Pieter Teeuwissen, at right, takes the oath of office as Hinds County Court Judge. Chancellor Crystal Wise-Martin, at left, administers the oath as Judge Teeuwissen’s wife Lisa holds the Bible and daughter Nina watches. 
	Judge Pieter Teeuwissen, at right, takes the oath of office as Hinds County Court Judge. Chancellor Crystal Wise-Martin, at left, administers the oath as Judge Teeuwissen’s wife Lisa holds the Bible and daughter Nina watches. 
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	    Judge Kent McDaniel of Brandon took the oath of office on Dec. 28, 2023, 
	    Judge Kent McDaniel of Brandon took the oath of office on Dec. 28, 2023, 
	    Judge Kent McDaniel of Brandon took the oath of office on Dec. 28, 2023, 

	to continue his work as Rankin County Youth Court Judge. 
	to continue his work as Rankin County Youth Court Judge. 

	    Judge McDaniel said that he expects to serve for a year, but will not seek 
	    Judge McDaniel said that he expects to serve for a year, but will not seek 

	election in the special elec-tion in November 2024. He said after the ceremo-ny, “The Governor ap-pointed me so that the peo-ple of this county can elect their next judge.” 
	election in the special elec-tion in November 2024. He said after the ceremo-ny, “The Governor ap-pointed me so that the peo-ple of this county can elect their next judge.” 
	    Gov. Tate Reeves ap-pointed Judge McDaniel to fill the vacancy created by the death of County Court and Youth Court Judge Thomas Broome. Judge McDaniel’s one-year ap-pointment was effective Jan. 1, 2024, and will end on Jan. 5, 2025. The Gov-ernor scheduled a special election for Nov. 5, 2024, for the Place 2 judgeship.  
	    Judge McDaniel retired Sept. 30, 2021, after 24 years of service as Rankin County Court Judge. He came out of retirement to work as a special judge hearing Rankin County 

	Youth Court cases by ap-pointment of the Supreme Court on April 20, 2023, assisting after Judge Broome became ill. Judge Broome died May 21.  
	Youth Court cases by ap-pointment of the Supreme Court on April 20, 2023, assisting after Judge Broome became ill. Judge Broome died May 21.  
	    Reflecting on his long public service and his de-cision to return to the bench, Judge McDaniel said, “I love this county and I love the people of this county and I’ve tried to serve them the best that I could.” 
	    Rankin County Court Judge David Morrow Jr. noted a role reversal be-fore he administered the oath to Judge McDaniel during the ceremony at the Rankin County Justice Center in Brandon.  Judge McDaniel had adminis-tered the oath of office to Judge Morrow when Judge McDaniel retired in Sep-tember 2021. Judge Mor-row was appointed by the Governor to the vacancy created by Judge McDan-iel’s short-lived retirement.  
	    Judge McDaniel took the oath at the start of a ceremony in which a doz-en other Rankin County officials were sworn in. Among them were Circuit Clerk Michelle Adcock and Chancery Clerk Mark S. Scarborough. Judge McDaniel, Judge Morrow, Justice Court Judge Rich-ard Redfern, Chancellor Haydn Roberts and Chan-cellor Troy Odom took turns administering the oaths.  
	    U.S. Congressman Mi-chael Guest recognized retiring Chancery Clerk Larry Swales and retiring Circuit Clerk Becky Boyd and thanked them for their long years of public ser-vice. He told officeholders, “Thank you for your will-ingness to serve.” 
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	Figure
	Rankin County Youth Court Judge Kent McDaniel, at left, takes the oath of office on Dec. 28 at the Rankin County Justice Center. Rankin County Court Judge David Morrow, at right, administers the oath as Judge McDaniel’s wife JoAnn McDaniel holds the Bible.   
	Rankin County Youth Court Judge Kent McDaniel, at left, takes the oath of office on Dec. 28 at the Rankin County Justice Center. Rankin County Court Judge David Morrow, at right, administers the oath as Judge McDaniel’s wife JoAnn McDaniel holds the Bible.   
	Rankin County Youth Court Judge Kent McDaniel, at left, takes the oath of office on Dec. 28 at the Rankin County Justice Center. Rankin County Court Judge David Morrow, at right, administers the oath as Judge McDaniel’s wife JoAnn McDaniel holds the Bible.   
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	Figure
	New Rankin County Chancery Clerk Mark Scarborough is flanked by his family as he waits to take the oath of office on Dec. 28. 
	New Rankin County Chancery Clerk Mark Scarborough is flanked by his family as he waits to take the oath of office on Dec. 28. 
	New Rankin County Chancery Clerk Mark Scarborough is flanked by his family as he waits to take the oath of office on Dec. 28. 


	Rankin County Court Judge Kent McDaniel, at left, prepares to swear in new Circuit Clerk Michelle Adcock, center, on Dec. 28. 
	Rankin County Court Judge Kent McDaniel, at left, prepares to swear in new Circuit Clerk Michelle Adcock, center, on Dec. 28. 
	Rankin County Court Judge Kent McDaniel, at left, prepares to swear in new Circuit Clerk Michelle Adcock, center, on Dec. 28. 



	New Chancery Clerks, above, and Circuit Clerks, below, gather for group photos between classes on Dec. 11 in Jackson. 
	New Chancery Clerks, above, and Circuit Clerks, below, gather for group photos between classes on Dec. 11 in Jackson. 
	New Chancery Clerks, above, and Circuit Clerks, below, gather for group photos between classes on Dec. 11 in Jackson. 
	New Chancery Clerks, above, and Circuit Clerks, below, gather for group photos between classes on Dec. 11 in Jackson. 
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	New Chancery, Circuit Clerks attended Judicial College training 
	New Chancery, Circuit Clerks attended Judicial College training 
	New Chancery, Circuit Clerks attended Judicial College training 
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	        Chancellor Charles  Smith will retire from the 12th Chancery Court bench on June 30. 
	        Chancellor Charles  Smith will retire from the 12th Chancery Court bench on June 30. 
	        Chancellor Charles  Smith will retire from the 12th Chancery Court bench on June 30. 
	    Deaths of family mem-bers and a close friend left him thinking about what to do with his life. “It just brought the sense of reality to me, how brief life is,” he said recently.  
	    His daughter died two years ago. His younger brother died last Novem-ber. “We had planned on doing a lot of things to-gether,” he said. And his best friend from fifth grade died a few months after retiring. “It just make me think that I need to go 

	ahead and retire now while I have my health and can do some things.”  
	ahead and retire now while I have my health and can do some things.”  
	    “It’s time. I’m 72.” 
	    He wants to spend time with his wife and family. They have grandchildren in Tupelo and Pensacola, Fla. 
	    “My main hobby is golf, so I will get to play a lot more golf and do lots of odds and ends at the house, honey-do things.”  
	    His own close brush with death more than four years ago didn’t influence the decision. He was shot by an assailant with a high-powered rifle outside the old Lauderdale County Courthouse in Meridian on March 16, 2020.  
	    “That didn’t have any-thing to do with it,” He said. “That situation didn’t really affect my desire to work as a judge. It just kept me from being on the bench for two months. It happened and I got over it and kept going.” 
	    Judge Smith was on his way to his office down-town. He was the first in the parking lot on the east side of the Courthouse about 7:15 a.m. A bullet 

	fired from a distance ripped through his hip, clipping his femoral artery and splitting the ball and socket joint in his hip. Sheriff’s deputies came to his aid.  He was treated at a Meridian hospital and airlifted to Jackson, where he spent time in intensive care after surgeries. He was back at work on May 18, 2020, and returned to the bench on May 20.   
	fired from a distance ripped through his hip, clipping his femoral artery and splitting the ball and socket joint in his hip. Sheriff’s deputies came to his aid.  He was treated at a Meridian hospital and airlifted to Jackson, where he spent time in intensive care after surgeries. He was back at work on May 18, 2020, and returned to the bench on May 20.   
	    The shooter, who was arrested nearly 11 months after the attack, mistook Judge Smith for his intend-ed target, trial testimony showed. 
	    Judge Smith  said, “I’ve never had any anxiety about it. I’ve never had a dream about it, or night-mare.” 
	    He became a chancellor in January 2019 in the dis-trict that includes Lauder-dale and Clarke counties. He was Youth Court pros-ecutor 1983-2014, and was Lauderdale County Prose-cutor for more than three years.   
	    The Governor will ap-point his successor. A spe-cial election is expected to be scheduled for Novem-

	ber 2026. 
	ber 2026. 
	    Chancellor Amanda Trawick Rainey, who was appointed June 19, 2023, will become senior judge of the two-judge district. Judge Smith said he will “turn the reins over to her...She’s doing an excel-lent job.” 
	    He will miss the work. “We have a really good working staff. I’m going to miss them, I truly will.” 
	    He won’t be able to at-tend the spring Judicial Conference, but wanted to express thanks to fellow judges for “their camara-derie and their support, especially when I was hurt. I certainly want to thank everyone for the well wishes and the prayers and the thoughts. That meant so much to me,” he said. “It’s a special group that I had the honor to be part of. It was a joy to be around all the justices and judg-es.” 
	    A retirement reception is scheduled for June 27, 2 to 4 p.m., at the new Lauderdale County Gov-ernment Center located at 612 22nd Avenue South in Meridian. 
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	Chancellor Charles Smith 
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	     Lauderdale County Court Judge Veldore Young Graham of Meridi-an was recently appointed to the Commission on Ju-dicial Performance. 
	     Lauderdale County Court Judge Veldore Young Graham of Meridi-an was recently appointed to the Commission on Ju-dicial Performance. 
	     Lauderdale County Court Judge Veldore Young Graham of Meridi-an was recently appointed to the Commission on Ju-dicial Performance. 
	    Chief Justice Mike Ran-dolph signed the appoint-ment order on April 11.  House Speaker Jason White recommended Judge Young Graham to serve as the county judge member of the Commis-sion to take the position previously held by Judge 

	Richelle Lumpkin. Judge Lumpkin was appointed to the 15th Circuit Court. Judge Young Graham will serve on the Commission until Dec. 31, 2026. 
	Richelle Lumpkin. Judge Lumpkin was appointed to the 15th Circuit Court. Judge Young Graham will serve on the Commission until Dec. 31, 2026. 
	    Judge Young Graham has served on the Lauder-dale County Court bench since January 2007. She serves in two judicial lead-ership posts. She has served as secretary of the Conference of County Court Judges since 2012, and as secretary of the 

	Council of Youth Court Judges since 2017. 
	Council of Youth Court Judges since 2017. 
	    She served for seven years as assistant district attorney and for two years as a public defender for the 10th  Circuit Court District of Clarke, Kemper, Lauderdale and Wayne counties. She was the first African American female public defender for Lauderdale County, and the first African American assistant district attorney for Lauderdale County. 
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	    State Librarian Stephen Parks of Jackson was elected to his third term on  Jan. 4 during a joint ses-sion of the Mississippi House of Representatives and the Mississippi Senate. 
	    State Librarian Stephen Parks of Jackson was elected to his third term on  Jan. 4 during a joint ses-sion of the Mississippi House of Representatives and the Mississippi Senate. 
	    State Librarian Stephen Parks of Jackson was elected to his third term on  Jan. 4 during a joint ses-sion of the Mississippi House of Representatives and the Mississippi Senate. 
	    Lt. Gov. Delbert Hose-mann administered the oath of office to Parks af-ter the veteran librarian was affirmed to the post by a majority vote of both chambers. 
	     Parks, an attorney, has served as State Librarian since January 2016. He oversees the State Law Library, which is located in the Gartin Justice Build-ing in Jackson. The Law Library is a specialized public library which pro-vides legal research mate-rials for the judiciary, state agencies, lawyers, students and the public. 
	    Parks’ goal is to in-crease the visibility of the Law Library and let the 

	public know that it is available to everyone. The Law Library, located at 450 High Street, is housed with the Supreme Court and Court of Appeals. The Law Library is open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays except state holidays. 
	public know that it is available to everyone. The Law Library, located at 450 High Street, is housed with the Supreme Court and Court of Appeals. The Law Library is open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays except state holidays. 
	    The Law Library hosts periodic programs featur-ing presentations by schol-ars of history and the law. Parks has worked to bring special events to the Law Library, including a visit  by Librarian of Congress Dr. Carla Hayden in 2017, and displays of the 1817 Mississippi Constitution in  2016, and again during the 2017 Bicentennial of the Mississippi Judiciary. 
	    Parks  established a partnership with the Mis-sissippi Digital Library to provide some of the Law Library’s historical items online. He also began a  major digital initiative,  

	scanning the journals of each of Mississippi's Con-stitutional Conventions to make them available online for historians and researchers. 
	scanning the journals of each of Mississippi's Con-stitutional Conventions to make them available online for historians and researchers. 
	    The American Associa-tion of Law Libraries named Parks as a recipient of the 2018 Emerging Leader Award. He is chair-man of the Central Missis-sippi Library Council, and previously served as vice-president and Scholarship Committee chair of the organization.  He is a member of the Mississippi Bar, the American Associ-ation of Law Libraries and the Southeastern Chapter of AALL. 
	    Parks previously served as Research, Instructional Services and Circulation Librarian  at Mississippi College School of Law. He was director of the Judicial Data Project, which com-piled into a searchable da-

	tabase the opinions, case briefs, and oral argument videos of the Mississippi Supreme Court and Mis-sissippi Court of Appeals from 2007 forward. The Judicial Data Project earned the AALL 2012 Innovations in Technology Award.  
	tabase the opinions, case briefs, and oral argument videos of the Mississippi Supreme Court and Mis-sissippi Court of Appeals from 2007 forward. The Judicial Data Project earned the AALL 2012 Innovations in Technology Award.  
	    Parks also devised and directed  the Legislative History Project, a searcha-ble database which ar-chives video of floor de-bate in the Mississippi Senate and House from 2012 forward. The Legis-lative History Project won the AALL 2014 Public Access to Government Information Award and the AALL 2014 Innovations in Technology Award.  Parks received the Mississippi Historical Society 2014 Award of Merit for work on the Judicial Data Pro-ject and the Legislative History Project. AALL presented Parks with its 
	    Parks is an adjunct pro-fessor with the University of Southern Mississippi Library and Information Science Department. He previously taught legal research at MCSOL for five years, and  taught law librarianship at Tulane’s former Madison campus.  
	     He is a native of La Grange, North Carolina. He earned a Bachelor of Science degree in political science, magna cum laude, from East Carolina Uni-versity in 2006. He earned a law degree, magna cum laude, from MCSOL in 2010, and a Master of Li-brary and Information Sci-ence degree from the Uni-versity of Southern Missis-sippi in 2013.  
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	State Librarian Stephen Parks, center, takes the oath of office on Jan. 4 at the Capitol.  
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	State Librarian Stephen Parks, center, takes the oath of office on Jan. 4 at the Capitol.  
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	    Trial judges elected of-ficers on Oct. 26, 2023, at the fall Trial and Appellate Judges Conference. 
	    Trial judges elected of-ficers on Oct. 26, 2023, at the fall Trial and Appellate Judges Conference. 
	    Trial judges elected of-ficers on Oct. 26, 2023, at the fall Trial and Appellate Judges Conference. 
	    Trial judges elected of-ficers on Oct. 26, 2023, at the fall Trial and Appellate Judges Conference. 
	    Chancellor Cynthia Brewer of Madison was elected chair of the Con-ference of Chancery Court Judges. Chancellor Troy 

	Odom of Brandon was elected vice-chair, and Chancellor Larry Little of Oxford was re-elected sec-retary-treasurer.  
	Odom of Brandon was elected vice-chair, and Chancellor Larry Little of Oxford was re-elected sec-retary-treasurer.  
	    Circuit Judge Tomika Irving of Fayette was elected chair of the Con-ference of Circuit Court 

	Judges, Circuit Judge Christopher Schmidt of Pass Christian was elected vice-chair, and Circuit Judge Celeste Wilson of Southaven was elected secretary-treasurer. 
	Judges, Circuit Judge Christopher Schmidt of Pass Christian was elected vice-chair, and Circuit Judge Celeste Wilson of Southaven was elected secretary-treasurer. 
	    The Conference of County Court Judges re-

	elected Madison County Court Judge Edwin Han-nan of Madison as chair-man, Washington County Court Judge Vernita King Johnson of Greenville as vice-chair, and Lauderdale County Court Judge Veldore Young Graham of Meridian as secretary.  
	elected Madison County Court Judge Edwin Han-nan of Madison as chair-man, Washington County Court Judge Vernita King Johnson of Greenville as vice-chair, and Lauderdale County Court Judge Veldore Young Graham of Meridian as secretary.  
	    Judge Brewer previous-ly served as Chancery Conference chair in 2012, and was vice-chair in 2011 and 2022. She has served on the 11th Chancery Court since January 2007. Judge Odom took office in January 2019 in the 20th Chancery. Judge Little took office in January 2019 in the 18th Chancery. He has served as Confer-ence secretary-treasurer since October 2019.   
	    Judge Irving has served the 22nd Circuit Court  since January 2019. Judge Schmidt took office in Jan-uary 2015 in the 2nd Cir-cuit. Judge Wilson joined the 17th Circuit in Febru-ary 2017.  She was elected to the 23rd Circuit and took office in January 2023 when DeSoto County became a separate district.  
	    Judge Hannan has served as chairman of the Conference of County Court Judges since 2015. Judge Johnson has been vice-chair since October 2004. Judge Young Gra-ham became Conference secretary in April 2012. Judge Hannan, of Madi-son, became a Madison County Court Judge in January 2007. Judge John-son, of Greenville, has been Washington County Court Judge since 1999. Judge Young Graham, of Meridian, has served on the Lauderdale County Court bench since January 2007.  
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	Tracy Graves, at left, was honored for almost 31 years of state service. Supreme Court Presiding Justice Leslie D. King is at right. 
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	Tracy Graves, at left, was honored for almost 31 years of state service. Supreme Court Presiding Justice Leslie D. King is at right. 


	 
	 
	 


	    Tracy Graves, Adminis-trator of the Mississippi Commission on Continu-ing Legal Education and the Board of Certified Court Reporters, will retire April 30 after almost 31 years of service. 
	    Tracy Graves, Adminis-trator of the Mississippi Commission on Continu-ing Legal Education and the Board of Certified Court Reporters, will retire April 30 after almost 31 years of service. 
	    Tracy Graves, Adminis-trator of the Mississippi Commission on Continu-ing Legal Education and the Board of Certified Court Reporters, will retire April 30 after almost 31 years of service. 
	    Supreme Court Presid-ing Justice Leslie D. King said, “On behalf of the Board of Certified Court Reporters, I thank Tracy Graves for her many years of devoted, effective, effi-cient  and selfless service as its very first Adminis-trator. As the Board's first administrator, Tracy was responsible for getting the agency organized, estab-lishing an effective record keeping system, getting to know and establishing  an 

	effective and cordial work-ing relationship with those persons subject to the Board's jurisdiction, and getting to know and estab-lishing effective  working relationships with the gov-ernance agencies of our sister states.” 
	effective and cordial work-ing relationship with those persons subject to the Board's jurisdiction, and getting to know and estab-lishing effective  working relationships with the gov-ernance agencies of our sister states.” 
	    Presiding Justice  King, chairman of the Board of Certified Court Reporters and the state’s longest cur-rently serving appellate judge, said that Graves has served as CLE administra-tor longer than he has been a judge. Justice King, one of the original members of the Court of Appeals, be-gan hearing cases in 1995.  
	    Graves became the first administrator for the Com-mission on CLE in 1993. 

	She assumed duties of ad-ministrator to the Board of Certified Court Reporters in 1995 after that body was created by the Legislature in July 1994. 
	She assumed duties of ad-ministrator to the Board of Certified Court Reporters in 1995 after that body was created by the Legislature in July 1994. 
	    Presiding Justice King joined the Board of Certi-fied Court Reporters in 2011. “Tracy’s wealth of knowledge,  sense of histo-ry  and order, and duty and fairness, has greatly aided  me  and the service of each of this  Board’s members,” he said. “Tracy is a very quiet and low key individ-ual. But she has been, and remains, a knowledgeable, skilled  and effective advo-cate on behalf of court re-porters, and on behalf of  
	the judicial system and the public, which those report-ers serve. The Board thanks Tracy for all that she has done, and wishes her Godspeed.” 
	    The Board presented Graves with a plaque hon-oring her service on April 5. It read, “The members of the Board of Certified Court Reports convey our genuine and deep appreci-ation for Tracy Graves’ years of loyal service and dedication to the admin-istration of the Board and to the Judicial Branch for the State of Mississippi.  May your well-deserved retirement be filled with joy for the commendable work you have accom-plished.”     
	    Graves said that she joined the CLE Commis-sion as administrator at the urging of attorney Patricia Bennet, who was an ad-junct professor at Missis-sippi College School of Law before she became dean of the law school. Graves at the time worked with the law school’s CLE office, a position she held       

	for six years. 
	for six years. 
	    “I went from putting on (CLE) programs to ap-proving them,” Graves said of her move to the job as Commission adminis-trator in 1993. 
	    Graves has spent most of her career working with CLE programs. She man-aged a temp staff agency after finishing college. She  graduated from Mississip-pi State University, then earned a Master of Busi-ness Administration from Mississippi College.   
	    Her plans for retirement are centered around fami-ly. She has five grandchil-dren, and she wants to spend more time with her father.  
	    “For Christmas I got three pairs of tennis shoes. I’m calling it my retire-ment wardrobe.” 
	    The Commission on Continuing Legal Educa-tion is responsible for the administration of the Rules and Regulations for Man-datory Continuing Legal Education. The Board in 2023 approved live CLE offerings including 312 in-state and 1,310 out-of-state programs; 4,139 CLE pro-grams were given by satel-lite, teleconference or online through live webcasts and on-demand programs. 
	    The Board of Certified Court Reporters oversees licensing of certified court reporters and the granting of temporary permission to noncertified and nonresi-dent court reporters. In 2023, there were  261 cer-tified and noncertified re-porters; four new noncerti-fied reporters were  work-ing on their certification. There were  21 nonresi-dent reporters.  
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	    The Supreme Court in December and January made appointments to the Bar Complaint Tribunal.  
	    The Supreme Court in December and January made appointments to the Bar Complaint Tribunal.  
	    The Supreme Court in December and January made appointments to the Bar Complaint Tribunal.  
	    The Supreme Court in December and January made appointments to the Bar Complaint Tribunal.  
	    The most recent appoin-tee is Circuit Judge Dal Williamson of Laurel, who  replaced the late Circuit Judge Claiborne “Buddy” McDonald on the Tribu-nal. Judge Williamson will serve out the term, which will end on Aug. 31, 2026.  
	    New appointees named in December 2023 include Circuit Judge Celeste E. Wilson of Southaven, at-torney Jackye C. Bertucci of Biloxi, and attorney Charles Elliott Winfield of Starkville. Tribunal mem-bers who were reappointed include Hinds County Cir-cuit Judge Faye Peterson of Jackson, attorney Clar-

	ence Webster III of Jack-son and Chancellor Mark A. Maples of Pascagoula. 
	ence Webster III of Jack-son and Chancellor Mark A. Maples of Pascagoula. 
	    Members of the Tribu-nal hear and decide disci-plinary matters arising from complaints against attorneys. Decisions from the Tribunal may be ap-pealed to the Supreme Court. Actions by the Tri-bunal are final if not ap-pealed.  The 27-member Complaint Tribunal is made up of nine judges and 18 lawyers selected by the nine members of the Supreme Court from three Supreme Court districts.  
	    Judge Williamson has served as Jones County Circuit Court Judge since January 2015. He previ-ously served terms as chairman, vice-chairman 

	and secretary-treasurer of the Conference of Circuit Court Judges. He is a past president of the Jones County Bar Association, and  served as a Bar Com-missioner of the Mississip-pi Bar. He  practiced law in Laurel and Jones Coun-ty for 34 years before elec-tion to the bench. He earned a Juris Doctor de-gree from the University of Mississippi School of Law. He is a graduate of Jones County Junior Col-lege and Mississippi State University. 
	and secretary-treasurer of the Conference of Circuit Court Judges. He is a past president of the Jones County Bar Association, and  served as a Bar Com-missioner of the Mississip-pi Bar. He  practiced law in Laurel and Jones Coun-ty for 34 years before elec-tion to the bench. He earned a Juris Doctor de-gree from the University of Mississippi School of Law. He is a graduate of Jones County Junior Col-lege and Mississippi State University. 
	    Judge Wilson was ap-pointed as Circuit Judge of the17th Circuit District on Feb. 6, 2017. She began her service on the recently created 23rd Circuit Court of DeSoto County on Jan. 

	1, 2023. She was elected by her colleagues in Octo-ber 2023 as secretary-treasurer of the Conference of Circuit Court Judges, and she was appointed by the Supreme Court in Jan-uary 2023 to serve on the Advisory Committee on Rules.  Judge Wilson pre-viously served as a DeSoto County Court and Youth Court Judge for more than eight years. She was vice chair of the Council of Youth Court Judges and a member of the Council for Interstate Compact of Ju-veniles, the Juvenile De-tention and Alternatives Task Force 
	1, 2023. She was elected by her colleagues in Octo-ber 2023 as secretary-treasurer of the Conference of Circuit Court Judges, and she was appointed by the Supreme Court in Jan-uary 2023 to serve on the Advisory Committee on Rules.  Judge Wilson pre-viously served as a DeSoto County Court and Youth Court Judge for more than eight years. She was vice chair of the Council of Youth Court Judges and a member of the Council for Interstate Compact of Ju-veniles, the Juvenile De-tention and Alternatives Task Force 
	    Bertucci works with the Board Attorney’s Office for the Jackson County Board of Supervisors. She has practiced law for 29 years. She previously served as in-house counsel for Corporate Management in Gulfport. She  worked in the firm of  Colingo, 

	Williams, Heidelberg, Steinberger and McEl-haney, then at Deutsch, Kerrigan & Stiles, and had her own law practice in Biloxi. She is a graduate of the University of Southern Mississippi and University of Mississippi School of Law.  
	Williams, Heidelberg, Steinberger and McEl-haney, then at Deutsch, Kerrigan & Stiles, and had her own law practice in Biloxi. She is a graduate of the University of Southern Mississippi and University of Mississippi School of Law.  
	     Winfield frequently serves as outside counsel to his alma mater, Missis-sippi State University, and its employees. He also serves as general counsel to The Bulldog Club, Inc., a non-profit that provides support to MSU’s athletic teams.  Since 2004, he has served as a managing member of  the Winfield Law Firm P.A. His prac-tice has focused on civil litigation including matters that impact educational institutions, and Mississip-pi Tort Claims Act issues.  He frequently serves as a mediator of civil disp

	law with Jones Day in Dal-las, Texas. He is a 1994 graduate of MSU, where he earned a Bachelor of Business Administration degree, and a 1997 gradu-ate of the University of Notre Dame Law School. 
	law with Jones Day in Dal-las, Texas. He is a 1994 graduate of MSU, where he earned a Bachelor of Business Administration degree, and a 1997 gradu-ate of the University of Notre Dame Law School. 
	    Judge Peterson was first appointed to the Complaint Tribunal on June 5, 2023. She was elected to the Hinds County Circuit Court in November 2018 and took office Jan. 1, 2019. She also presides over the Hinds County Mental Health Treatment Court. She is a frequent speaker for continuing le-gal education programs. She was the first African-American woman district attorney in Mississippi, serving as Hinds County District Attorney 2001–2007 after working as an assistant district attorney. In her early caree

	a Bachelor of Science de-gree from Jackson State University. She earned a law degree from Mississip-pi College School of Law.   
	a Bachelor of Science de-gree from Jackson State University. She earned a law degree from Mississip-pi College School of Law.   
	     Webster joined the Complaint Tribunal in Jan-uary 2021. He practices with the Jackson office of Jones Walker LLP, where he is a partner in the firm’s Litigation Practice Group. He previously practiced in the Jackson office of  the Bradley law firm. His practice includes complex commercial, product liabil-ity, mass tort and other litigation in federal and state trial and appellate courts. Webster has held numerous leadership roles in the Mississippi Bar. He is a member of the Board of Commissioners and 

	Bar Association, and a member of the Internation-al Association of Defense Counsel. He was named to the National Black Law-yers Top 100 in 2022, and is a member The 100 Black Men of Jackson. He is on the Board of Direc-tors of the Mississippi Sports Hall of Fame and served on the Central Mis-sissippi Down Syndrome Society Board of Direc-tors. Webster earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of Mississippi in 2002. He earned a law degree from Yale Law School in 2005. 
	Bar Association, and a member of the Internation-al Association of Defense Counsel. He was named to the National Black Law-yers Top 100 in 2022, and is a member The 100 Black Men of Jackson. He is on the Board of Direc-tors of the Mississippi Sports Hall of Fame and served on the Central Mis-sissippi Down Syndrome Society Board of Direc-tors. Webster earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of Mississippi in 2002. He earned a law degree from Yale Law School in 2005. 
	    Judge Maples joined the Complaint Tribunal in Jan-uary 2023. He has served as a Chancellor of the 16th Chancery Court of George, Greene and Jackson coun-ties since January 2019. He previously served for 28 years as George County Prosecutor. He was the attorney for Singing River Electric Power Association for 28 years, and was board attorney for George County Schools for 18 years. He is a graduate of Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College, the University of Mississippi and Mississippi College School of
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	    Court of Appeals Judge Latrice A. Westbrooks of Lexington was honored in October by Austin Peay State University as one of its Outstanding Alumna.   
	    Court of Appeals Judge Latrice A. Westbrooks of Lexington was honored in October by Austin Peay State University as one of its Outstanding Alumna.   
	    Court of Appeals Judge Latrice A. Westbrooks of Lexington was honored in October by Austin Peay State University as one of its Outstanding Alumna.   
	    Judge Westbrooks was born in Memphis. She at-tended Memphis public schools. She earned a Bachelor of Science de-gree from Austin Peay State University in 1994, and a Juris Doctor degree from the University of De-troit Mercy Law School in 

	1997.  
	1997.  
	    In October 1997, she became the first African American woman Assis-tant District Attorney in the Second Circuit Court District on the Mississippi Gulf Coast. She joined the Jackson law firm of Byrd and Associates in 2000, then opened her own law practice in 2001, repre-senting clients in both criminal and civil matters. She served as prosecutor for the city of Durant and 

	as city attorney for the town of Isola. For almost 10 years, she served as a public defender in Holmes County. She  served as legal counsel to the Jack-son Police Department and later as Lexington Munici-pal Judge.  
	as city attorney for the town of Isola. For almost 10 years, she served as a public defender in Holmes County. She  served as legal counsel to the Jack-son Police Department and later as Lexington Munici-pal Judge.  
	    She was named as Out-standing Woman Lawyer of 2017 by the Mississippi Women Lawyers’ Associ-ation. She was inducted as a Fellow of the Mississippi Bar Foundation in 2022. 
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	    The National Judicial College honored Missis-sippi Supreme Court Pre-siding Justice Leslie D. King of Greenville in De-cember as one of its 60 Courageous Judges. 
	    The National Judicial College honored Missis-sippi Supreme Court Pre-siding Justice Leslie D. King of Greenville in De-cember as one of its 60 Courageous Judges. 
	    The National Judicial College honored Missis-sippi Supreme Court Pre-siding Justice Leslie D. King of Greenville in De-cember as one of its 60 Courageous Judges. 
	    The National Judicial College honored Missis-sippi Supreme Court Pre-siding Justice Leslie D. King of Greenville in De-cember as one of its 60 Courageous Judges. 
	    The Mississippi Legisla-ture echoed the accolades, commending Presiding Justice King for his nation-al recognition and his ser-vice to the state of Missis-sippi. Senate Concurrent Resolution 516 honoring Presiding Justice King was adopted on Feb. 12. The House approved the reso-lution on March 6. 
	   The Resolution  said, in part, “We join the National Judicial College in recog-nizing  Mississippi's long-est-serving Appellate Judge and former member of the Mississippi House of Representatives Leslie King for his record of ser-vice to the legal profession and our system of justice.” The bill also said, “It is with great pride that we commend an individual who has devoted himself to serving the public, the legal profession, and the administration of justice over the span of his profes-sional career, co

	of justice and to the legal profession and to the State of Mississippi.” 
	of justice and to the legal profession and to the State of Mississippi.” 
	    The National  Judicial College announced 60 Courageous Judges hon-orees on Dec. 7 in a pro-gram which concluded the 60th Anniversary Celebra-tion of the nation’s oldest education program for judges. 
	    The Judicial College said, “We honor 60 judges, present and past, from courts in the United States and abroad, who have demonstrated courage in upholding the rule of law and providing justice for all.” 
	    Presiding Justice King said, “I am very apprecia-tive of and humbled by this recognition from the National Judicial College. In January of  1995, I took the  oath as a judge. In that oath, I swore to ‘administer justice without respect to persons, and do equal right to the poor and to the rich and ...faithfully and impartially discharge and perform all the duties incumbent upon me as a judge  according to the best of my ability and un-derstanding, agreeably to the Constitution of the United States and t
	    The ranks of 60 Coura-geous Judges included leg-ends of the judiciary:  The late Judge Constance Baker Motley of the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York litigated for integra-

	tion of universities in Ala-bama, Georgia and Missis-sippi and helped James Meredith gain enrollment at the University of Mis-sissippi. Oregon Supreme Court Justice James T. Brand served on the Nu-remberg War Crimes Tri-bunal at the end of World War II. The late Minnesota District Court Judge Den-nis Challeen, a longtime National Judicial College faculty member, is credit-ed by NJC with inventing the concept of sentencing nonviolent offenders to community service rather than prison in 1972. 
	tion of universities in Ala-bama, Georgia and Missis-sippi and helped James Meredith gain enrollment at the University of Mis-sissippi. Oregon Supreme Court Justice James T. Brand served on the Nu-remberg War Crimes Tri-bunal at the end of World War II. The late Minnesota District Court Judge Den-nis Challeen, a longtime National Judicial College faculty member, is credit-ed by NJC with inventing the concept of sentencing nonviolent offenders to community service rather than prison in 1972. 
	    Presiding Justice  King has more than  29 years of appellate judicial service. He was one of the original members of the Court of Appeals, taking the bench in January 1995. He was the first African-American to serve as chief judge of the Court of Appeals, serv-ing in the leadership posi-tion for almost seven years. He was appointed to the Supreme Court on March 1, 2011. 
	    He previously served for 15 years in the Mississippi 

	House of Representatives, from 1980 through 1994. He was vice-chairman of the Ways and Means Com-mittee 1988-1991 and was chairman of the Mississip-pi Black Legislative Cau-cus in 1988.  
	House of Representatives, from 1980 through 1994. He was vice-chairman of the Ways and Means Com-mittee 1988-1991 and was chairman of the Mississip-pi Black Legislative Cau-cus in 1988.  
	    In his early career in Washington County, he was Youth Court Counse-lor, Public Defender, Youth Court Prosecutor and Municipal Court Judge for the Town of Metcalfe. 
	    He has practiced law for more than 50 years, having been admitted to the Mis-sissippi Bar on May 8, 1973.  
	    He graduated from the University of Mississippi in 1970, and from Texas Southern University School of Law in 1973. 
	    Presiding Justice King was the only Mississippi judge among the 60 hon-orees, although others have Mississippi ties.   Jackson native Judge Wil-liam Alsup,  among the honorees, is a Senior Judge of the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California in San Francis-co.  He has served on the bench since 1999.   
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	    Mississippi Court of Appeals Judge Deborah McDonald of Fayette was recently honored by the Mississippi Center for Jus-tice with its Pathfinder Award. 
	    Mississippi Court of Appeals Judge Deborah McDonald of Fayette was recently honored by the Mississippi Center for Jus-tice with its Pathfinder Award. 
	    Mississippi Court of Appeals Judge Deborah McDonald of Fayette was recently honored by the Mississippi Center for Jus-tice with its Pathfinder Award. 
	    Twenty years ago, Judge McDonald was among founding donors to the Mississippi Center for Justice. The organization advocated for the rights of poor and marginalized people in areas including health care, housing, wag-

	es and voting.  
	es and voting.  
	    The award was present-ed at the Champions of Justice awards reception on Oct. 26 in Jackson. 
	    Judge McDonald began her service on the Court of Appeals in January 2019.  
	    She began her legal ca-reer representing the poor at the former Southwest Mississippi Legal Services in McComb. She worked for Legal Services for nine years as staff attorney, managing attorney and executive director. She 

	entered private law prac-tice in 1991. Her practice included civil rights, em-ployment discrimination, consumer law, personal injury, product liability and family law. She did extensive work in voting rights litigation, including legislative redistricting. 
	entered private law prac-tice in 1991. Her practice included civil rights, em-ployment discrimination, consumer law, personal injury, product liability and family law. She did extensive work in voting rights litigation, including legislative redistricting. 
	    She was Fayette Munic-ipal Judge for 23 years and  attorney for Jefferson County Hospital and Jef-ferson County Nursing Home for 24 years. She was attorney for the city of 

	Port Gibson for seven years, and represented the Hazlehurst School District for three years. 
	Port Gibson for seven years, and represented the Hazlehurst School District for three years. 
	    Judge McDonald grew up in Fayette and graduat-ed from Jefferson County High School. She is a graduate of Alcorn State University. She earned her Juris Doctor from the Uni-versity of Mississippi School of Law. She is ad-mitted to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court and all state and federal courts of Mississippi. 
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	    Four judges of the Hinds Chancery Court were  honored by the Mis-sissippi Volunteer Law-yers Project for their work assisting poor people to 
	    Four judges of the Hinds Chancery Court were  honored by the Mis-sissippi Volunteer Law-yers Project for their work assisting poor people to 
	    Four judges of the Hinds Chancery Court were  honored by the Mis-sissippi Volunteer Law-yers Project for their work assisting poor people to 

	gain access to justice. 
	gain access to justice. 
	    Chancellors Dewayne Thomas, Crystal Wise Martin, Tiffany Grove and Tametrice Hodges were presented the Beacon of 

	Justice Award. Chancery Court Administrators To-nya Anderson and D’An-drea LaShae Gilmore and the Hinds County Chan-cery Clerk staff also were 
	Justice Award. Chancery Court Administrators To-nya Anderson and D’An-drea LaShae Gilmore and the Hinds County Chan-cery Clerk staff also were 

	recognized for their work making sure that all people have access to the courts.  
	recognized for their work making sure that all people have access to the courts.  
	    The Beacon of Justice Award is presented to members of the judiciary who provide outstanding leadership in promoting and supporting equal ac-cess to justice. MVLP Board member Seth Shan-non, who presented the award, said, “Access to justice is a fundamental right, and it is through the efforts of these judges that this right is made a reality for so many individuals.” He said, “Their tireless efforts have helped bridge the gap between the legal system and the residents, making the courts more approachab

	their time and expertise, these judges have empow-ered the residents of their county to assert their rights, seek redress, and find resolution to their le-gal disputes. Their passion, commitment, and tireless efforts have made a signif-icant impact on the lives of many. We owe them our deepest thanks for their invaluable contribution to our community.” 
	their time and expertise, these judges have empow-ered the residents of their county to assert their rights, seek redress, and find resolution to their le-gal disputes. Their passion, commitment, and tireless efforts have made a signif-icant impact on the lives of many. We owe them our deepest thanks for their invaluable contribution to our community.” 
	    Free legal  clinics are held at Hinds Chancery Court twice each year to address family law issues such as uncontested no-fault divorce, visitation, child custody, guardian-ships and name changes.  
	    The clinics are usually packed with people seek-ing assistance. Shannon said, “Court Administra-tors D’Andrea Gilmore and Tonya Anderson, and the Hinds County Chan-cery Clerk staff, have done a remarkable job with providing access to the Courts.”   
	    In the past five years, about 400 Hinds County residents have gotten help at the clinics. More than 170 volunteer attorneys and 30 law student volun-teers provided services. The efforts included part-nerships with MVLP, the Capital Area Bar Associa-tion, Mission First Legal Aid, the Jackson Public School District and AARP. 
	    Statewide, MVLP host-ed 37 clinics in 2023, the most ever for MVLP in a year. The clinics provided limited representation to 419 people across the state.  MVLP also helped 497 individuals gain ac-cess to the courts through full direct representation by volunteer lawyers, said 

	attorney Alicia Hall, vice-chair of the MVLP Board of Directors. 
	attorney Alicia Hall, vice-chair of the MVLP Board of Directors. 
	   Judge Thomas, who is senior chancellor of the Fifth Chancery Court of Hinds County, began his service on the Court in 2007. He previously served in the House of Representatives for nine years, representing House District 71, and he served as Assistant County Attor-ney in Hinds County for 11 years. He also was in private law practice. He earned a  B.B.A. from the University of Mississippi and a juris doctor from Mississippi College School of Law. 
	    Judge Wise Martin was elected to the Hinds Coun-ty Chancery Court in No-vember 2018 and took of-fice in January 2019. She previously served  as attor-ney for the Hinds County Board of Supervisors for about six years. She was special master in Hinds County Chancery Court, and was an assistant prose-cuting attorney for Hinds County. She earned a Bachelor of Science De-gree in Chemistry from Spelman College, a Bache-lor of Chemical Engineer-ing Degree from Georgia Tech and a law degree from the University 
	    Judge Grove  was elect-ed to the Hinds County Chancery Court in Novem-ber 2018 and took office in January 2019. She was president of the Capital Area Bar Association. She serves on the Access to Justice Commission. She 

	was chair of the Women in the Profession Committee of the Mississippi Bar for two years. The Mississippi Women Lawyers Associa-tion named her Outstand-ing Woman Lawyer of the Year in 2018. She is a graduate of the Honors College at the University of Southern Mississippi, and earned a law degree from Mississippi College School of Law. 
	was chair of the Women in the Profession Committee of the Mississippi Bar for two years. The Mississippi Women Lawyers Associa-tion named her Outstand-ing Woman Lawyer of the Year in 2018. She is a graduate of the Honors College at the University of Southern Mississippi, and earned a law degree from Mississippi College School of Law. 
	    Judge Hodges was elect-ed to the Hinds Chancery Court in November 2022 and took office in January 2023. She previously served as an assistant dis-trict attorney for Hinds County.  Her private law practice was in family law. She is a former member of the Mississippi Bar Child Welfare and Advocacy Committee and the Missis-sippi Bar Ethics Commit-tee. She served as a volun-teer at Mission First. She attended Piney Woods Country Life School. She is a graduate of Denison University in Granville, Ohio, and ea
	    Others were honored for their legal assistance to the poor at the annual Pro Bo-no Awards Reception in Jackson on Dec. 12. 
	    Attorney Harry M. Yoste Jr. of Gulfport, who provides free legal services to victims of domestic vio-lence at the Northcutt Le-gal Clinic in Gulfport, was honored with the Curtis E. Coker Access to Justice Award.   
	    Recipients of the 2023 MVLP Pro Bono Awards were attorney Carolyn McAlister of Gulfport, attorney Malissa Wilson of Jackson and Yumekia Jones of Indianola. McAl-

	ister served as regional managing attorney for Mississippi Center for Le-gal Services before she opened her private law office.   Wilson has been a volunteer for MVLP for more than a decade, donat-ing her time for legal rep-resentation of the poor. She is a partner at Forman Watkins & Krutz LLP in Jackson.  
	ister served as regional managing attorney for Mississippi Center for Le-gal Services before she opened her private law office.   Wilson has been a volunteer for MVLP for more than a decade, donat-ing her time for legal rep-resentation of the poor. She is a partner at Forman Watkins & Krutz LLP in Jackson.  
	    Jones serves as office manager for Mississippi Center for Justice’s Indi-anola office and Program Manager for Special Pro-jects in the Center’s Eco-nomic Justice Campaign. Jones manages the New Roots Credit Partnership, an alternative to predatory lending practices that brings employers, commu-nity members and financial institutions together to en-gage Mississippians ex-cluded from the economic mainstream for genera-tions, said  MVLP Board member Josie Mayfield Hudson. Historically, MVLP’s Pro Bono Awar
	     MVLP presented the 2023 Chairman of the Board’s Torchbearer Award to the Mississippi Bar Litigation Section for its financial contributions. The Litigation Section has contributed nearly $30,000 to MVLP to carry out its legal clinics across the state of Mississippi as well as providing direct repre-sentation to MVLP clients, said Ratoya Gilmer McGee, immediate past chair of the MVLP Board. 
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	Figure
	The Mississippi Volunteer Lawyers Project honored, left to right, Hinds Chancery Court Administrator Tonya Anderson, Chancellor Dewayne Thomas, Chancellor Tametrice Hodges, Chancellor Crystal Wise Martin, Chancellor Tiffany Grove and Court Administrator D’Andrea LaShae Gilmore. 
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	The Mississippi Volunteer Lawyers Project honored, left to right, Hinds Chancery Court Administrator Tonya Anderson, Chancellor Dewayne Thomas, Chancellor Tametrice Hodges, Chancellor Crystal Wise Martin, Chancellor Tiffany Grove and Court Administrator D’Andrea LaShae Gilmore. 
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	MVLP recognizes judges, pro bono attorneys for service 
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	    More than 40 new Mississippi Justice Court Judges were elected in November. More than 20 percent of the state’s Justice Court judges are new to the office. 
	    More than 40 new Mississippi Justice Court Judges were elected in November. More than 20 percent of the state’s Justice Court judges are new to the office. 
	    More than 40 new Mississippi Justice Court Judges were elected in November. More than 20 percent of the state’s Justice Court judges are new to the office. 
	    More than 40 new Mississippi Justice Court Judges were elected in November. More than 20 percent of the state’s Justice Court judges are new to the office. 
	    In preparation for taking office, new judges participated in the mandatory two-week training course provided by the Mis-sissippi Judicial College.  
	    The new judges visited the Supreme Court on the afternoon of Dec. 4,  the first day of training. Supreme Court Justice James Maxwell II and Court of Appeals Judge Jack Wilson talked to the new judges about being a judge. Presiding Jus-tice Jim Kitchens spoke about leadership from the bench, including a list of things to never do.  Administrative Office of Courts Director of Language Access Deenie Miller explained requirements for providing interpreters for people of lim-ited English proficiency. 
	    Presiding Justice Kitchens, Justice Maxwell and Judge Wilson are pictured at right, above, with the group of new judges.   Justice Maxwell, at right, talks to the new judges. Judge Wilson is at left. 


	Span
	April 2024 
	April 2024 
	April 2024 


	Span
	Page 21 
	Page 21 
	Page 21 


	Figure
	Justice Court Judge training includes Supreme Court visit 
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	Former Supreme Court Justice James Robertson died Dec. 10 
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	    Colleagues and friends of the late former Supreme Court Justice James Law-ton Robertson remembered him as a brilliant jurist, an inspiring teacher, a talent-ed writer and a man enthu-siastic about interests rang-ing from baseball to opera.  
	    Colleagues and friends of the late former Supreme Court Justice James Law-ton Robertson remembered him as a brilliant jurist, an inspiring teacher, a talent-ed writer and a man enthu-siastic about interests rang-ing from baseball to opera.  
	    Colleagues and friends of the late former Supreme Court Justice James Law-ton Robertson remembered him as a brilliant jurist, an inspiring teacher, a talent-ed writer and a man enthu-siastic about interests rang-ing from baseball to opera.  
	    Former Justice Robert-son died of cancer on De-cember 10, 2023, at his Jackson home, surrounded by his family. He was 83. 
	    His ashes were interred at Greenwood Cemetery in Jackson on April 12.  His family gathered afterwards to hear stories from his law practice, his law school classes and his time on the bench. 
	    “Jimmy stood for all 

	that was good about the law, lawyering and the law practice,” said attorney Roy D. Campbell III of Jackson. He described Robertson as brilliant, re-sourceful and a man of uncommon humanity. 
	that was good about the law, lawyering and the law practice,” said attorney Roy D. Campbell III of Jackson. He described Robertson as brilliant, re-sourceful and a man of uncommon humanity. 
	    They were friends most of their lives. Robertson returned to his hometown of Greenville to practice in the firm of Keady, Camp-bell and DeLong after graduating from Harvard Law School in 1965. 
	    In private practice, Rob-ertson’s clients ranged from billionaire businesses with complex legal prob-lems to paupers fighting for their lives and liveli-hoods. He gave the same 

	vigorous representation to clients on  both ends of the economic spectrum. 
	vigorous representation to clients on  both ends of the economic spectrum. 
	    “I think he was born to be a lawyer,” said former Senator Charlie Ross,  who practiced law with Robert-son at Wise, Carter, Child & Caraway in Jackson. 
	     Robertson practiced law for 25 years at Wise Carter, joining the firm in January 1993 after he left the Supreme Court.   
	    Ever the teacher, he en-joyed mentoring young associates and law clerks as they began their law careers. Attorney Virginia Gautier of Wise Carter recalled being at first in-timidated by the reputation of the lawyer in the covet-ed corner office. He quick-ly became mentor and friend. “He was eager to teach and help me learn how to practice,” she said. “He was what I call a true Southern gentleman.” 
	    Attorney Michael B. Wallace of Jackson, also of Wise Carter, recalled Robertson from the Jus-tice’s time on the Supreme Court, and the changes that he brought to the bench. Justices in the early 1980s didn’t ask many questions during oral arguments, Wallace recalled. “That changed when Jimmy got there. If you were standing in front of them being paid to talk, he was going to talk to you,” he said.  
	    Wallace said earlier, “He was not only brilliant. He was courageous. As a judge he would apply the law as he saw it, no matter where the chips would fall.” Some of those deci-sions included publicly unpopular reversals of death penalties. “He thought people deserved a fair trial and he was will-

	ing to do what was neces-sary to make that hap-pen.... He believed very strongly and had the cour-age to act upon it.” 
	ing to do what was neces-sary to make that hap-pen.... He believed very strongly and had the cour-age to act upon it.” 
	    Justice Robertson served on the Supreme Court from 1983 through 1992. Gov. William Win-ter appointed him to a va-cancy on the Court on Jan. 17, 1983. At age 42, he was the youngest justice on the Court at that time. He was elected to an eight-year term, and served until Sept. 1, 1992. 
	    Former Justice Reuben V. Anderson said in an interview shortly after Robertson’s death, “He was a Harvard Law gradu-ate. He kept the reputation. He was a brilliant man....And he had so many other interests, sports and the arts. He was a Renaissance man.” 
	    The pair were running club members of the Poca-hontas Trotters. 
	    Robertson was a law professor before joining the Supreme Court. He was a member of the facul-ty of the University of Mississippi School of Law from 1977 through 1992. He began teaching part-time while in private prac-tice in Greenville,  then taught full-time from 1979 until his appointment to the Supreme Court. He continued to teach a legal philosophy course while serving on the Court. 
	    Court of Appeals Chief Judge Donna M. Barnes of Tupelo was one of his stu-dents. “He meant so much to us, not only just teach-ing us law, but teaching us to think like a lawyer,” she told those attending the graveside service. “He just made a difference to a gen-

	eration of law students who have become law-yers.”  
	eration of law students who have become law-yers.”  
	    After Robertson left the Court in the Fall of 1992, he spent a semester in Manhattan as visiting pro-fessor at Fordham Univer-sity School of Law. He spent evenings at the opera at Lincoln Center across the street from the law school and enjoyed early morning runs through Cen-tral Park.  
	    A lover of the opera, throughout his lifetime he traversed the country fol-lowing performances of his favorites, especially Wagner. He was President of the Mississippi Opera Association in 1996-97. 
	    Family said in his obitu-ary that the as “an ardent sports fanatic, Robertson relished any opportunity to talk about seeing Ted Wil-liams and Bill Russell play in person, or how he was in the press box to watch Johnny Vaught’s greatest football teams and in the stands for both the Billy Cannon punt return and the Bryce Drew buzzer beater, arguably the two most painful lessons ever in what it means to be an Ole Miss fan.” 
	    Robertson earned a de-gree in history at the Uni-versity of Mississippi in 1962. In a 2003 oral histo-ry interview, he said that his major was history by default, as it was the sub-ject in which he had enough hours to complete a major. His other course work was spread over  in-terests in  economics, po-litical science and English, and he took numerous ac-counting and math cours-es, as his father wanted him to follow in his foot-steps to become a certified 

	public accountant. 
	public accountant. 
	    He worked for the col-lege newspaper during his entire time as a student. The paper became the Dai-ly Mississippian the year he was editor, having pre-viously been a weekly publication. His family noted, “In this position, he challenged the school’s approach to race-related matters, and his outspoken editorial policy sparked efforts to impeach him as editor by both the Campus Senate and the Mississippi Legislature.  Robertson refused to back down and would go on to be inducted into the Ole Miss Hall of 
	    He was editor during the school’s protracted fight to deny admission to James Meredith. Meredith be-came the first African-American to be admitted to the University of Mis-sissippi a few months after Robertson graduated. 
	    Robertson wanted to pursue a career in journal-ism. He worked as a sports reporter for the Delta Democrat Times in high school. The legendary edi-tor Hodding Carter Jr. was an early mentor. Robertson was accepted at the Uni-versity of Missouri, a not-ed journalism school. He applied to Harvard Law School “on a lark,” he said, and got accepted. He earned his law degree from Harvard in 1965. 
	    Robertson’s love of the turn of a phrase is reflected in his judicial opinions, court briefs and scholarly articles. Ross said earlier, “He loved the law and he loved history, and he ap-proached his writing, whether for a client or a book, as if it was more of an art form rather than for business.” 
	    Some of his Supreme 

	Court opinions mixed liter-ature with legal analysis. Among the best remem-bered of those dealt with competing interests of fishermen, landowners and hunting club leaseholders over access to the Beulah Crevasse, also known as the Merigold Blue Hole in Bolivar County. Robert-son’s opinion  in  Dycus v. Sillers,  issued Jan. 10, 1990, begins with, “This is a case about a fishin' hole….This is also a case about a people, the waters they fish, and a unique culture and lore. These form an ambiguous but real part
	Court opinions mixed liter-ature with legal analysis. Among the best remem-bered of those dealt with competing interests of fishermen, landowners and hunting club leaseholders over access to the Beulah Crevasse, also known as the Merigold Blue Hole in Bolivar County. Robert-son’s opinion  in  Dycus v. Sillers,  issued Jan. 10, 1990, begins with, “This is a case about a fishin' hole….This is also a case about a people, the waters they fish, and a unique culture and lore. These form an ambiguous but real part
	    Then he spent the next 3,000 or so words quoting William Faulkner, Eudora Welty, Ellen Douglas, Bar-ry Hannah, Willie Morris and others regarding the importance of fishing as it relates to the culture, lives and livelihoods of people. He explained in a 2003 oral history interview, “This case in a very real sense, was symbolic of a serious social problem in the Mississippi Delta at the time, and the essence of it was that poor people don’t have a place to fish….And so that’s what I was trying to find a w

	out.”  
	out.”  
	    He was a prolific writer of scholarly works, includ-ing his volume on the Mis-sissippi Constitution in the Encyclopedia of Mississip-pi Law.  
	    Family noted that Rob-ertson “considered his most significant profes-sional affiliation the life membership in the Ameri-can Law Institute, and he contributed to the revered Restatements of the Law.” 
	    His recent publications include his 2019 book He-roes, Rascals and the Law, and his last, Rowdy Bound-aries: True Mississippi Tales from Natchez to Noxubee,  published in November 2023.  
	    The Mississippi Legisla-ture honored Robertson with a concurrent resolu-tion mourning his death and commemorating his lifetime of work. The Sen-ate adopted Senate Con-current Resolution 515 on Feb. 12. The House ap-proved the resolution on March 6. The resolution said, in part, “Justice Rob-ertson leaves a great lega-cy of serving  the public, the legal profession and the administration of jus-tice over the span of his professional career. His love, commitment and lasting impact on his fami-ly, Mississi
	    He is survived by his wife, Workers Compensa-tion Commission Adminis-trative Law Judge Linda Thompson Robertson; sons Rob Robertson, La-mar Robertson and Chris Robertson; brother Dr. L.D. Robertson; sisters Dr. Lucie Bridgforth and Bon-nie Gardner; and five beautiful and talented grandchildren.  
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	Figure
	Former Justice James Robertson is pictured on Oct. 8, 2015, talking to current and former colleagues when he presented his portrait to the Supreme Court. 
	Former Justice James Robertson is pictured on Oct. 8, 2015, talking to current and former colleagues when he presented his portrait to the Supreme Court. 
	Former Justice James Robertson is pictured on Oct. 8, 2015, talking to current and former colleagues when he presented his portrait to the Supreme Court. 
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	    Oxford Municipal Judge Philip Halbert “Hal” Neilson died on Jan. 7  in Alligator, MS, at his hunt-ing camp. He was 63. 
	    Oxford Municipal Judge Philip Halbert “Hal” Neilson died on Jan. 7  in Alligator, MS, at his hunt-ing camp. He was 63. 
	    Oxford Municipal Judge Philip Halbert “Hal” Neilson died on Jan. 7  in Alligator, MS, at his hunt-ing camp. He was 63. 
	    Oxford Municipal Judge Philip Halbert “Hal” Neilson died on Jan. 7  in Alligator, MS, at his hunt-ing camp. He was 63. 
	    He was appointed Ox-ford Municipal Judge on March 29, 2018. He was elected president of the Municipal Court Judges Association in June 2023.  
	    “Judge Neilson was an active member of the asso-ciation and was always ready to volunteer as need-

	ed,” said Tylertown Mu-nicipal Judge Ryan Bruhl, who preceded Judge Neilson as president. 
	ed,” said Tylertown Mu-nicipal Judge Ryan Bruhl, who preceded Judge Neilson as president. 
	    Meadville Municipal Judge Bill Halford Jr. said, “It was obvious that he possessed great leadership skills and it was a pleasure to work with him.”   
	    Neilson spent more than 20 years as an FBI agent. He began his federal law enforcement career in Washington, D.C., in 1989 as a legal advisor and civil litigation attorney. He later served posts in Jackson, then Oxford, where he was Special Agent in Charge for North Mississippi. He retired from the FBI in 2012 and went into private law practice. He also served as prosecutor for the City of Coffeeville.  
	    He  was born in Lexing-ton. He played football at Delta State University. He earned a Juris Doctor from the University of Missis-sippi School of Law.  
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	    Retired Circuit Judge Andrew C. Baker died on Oct. 31 at his home in Charleston. He was 87. 
	    Retired Circuit Judge Andrew C. Baker died on Oct. 31 at his home in Charleston. He was 87. 
	    Retired Circuit Judge Andrew C. Baker died on Oct. 31 at his home in Charleston. He was 87. 
	    He was buried on  Nov. 2 at Bethel Methodist Church Cemetery near Enid. 
	    Judge Baker  served for 32 ½ years on the 17th Circuit Court, retiring on Dec. 31, 2010.  
	    Retired Supreme Court Justices George C. Carlson Jr. of Batesville and Ann H. Lamar of Senatobia both practiced before Judge Baker, then served alongside him before their respective appointments to the Supreme Court. Both described him as a model of fairness and even judi-cial temperament. 
	    Justice Carlson, who joined Judge Baker on the Circuit Court bench in Jan-uary 1983, said, “He was the epitome of firm but fair. Whether you were a lawyer or criminal defend-ant, he treated you with courtesy and respect and dignity. He was a very learned judge. He knew the law and applied it ev-enhandedly.” 

	    Justice Carlson said, “I just thoroughly enjoyed my 19 years serving to-gether with Judge Baker. I’ve lost a dear friend and a colleague.” 
	    Justice Carlson said, “I just thoroughly enjoyed my 19 years serving to-gether with Judge Baker. I’ve lost a dear friend and a colleague.” 
	    Justice Lamar was ap-pointed to the Circuit judgeship which Justice Carlson vacated when he was appointed to the Su-preme Court in November 2001. She served along-side Judge Baker on the 17th Circuit for five and one-half years, until her appointment to the Su-preme Court. She also practiced before him as an Assistant District Attorney and District Attorney. 
	    “He had a huge impact on my career as a lawyer, as a prosecutor and as a judge,” said Justice Lamar. “He was kind. He was smart.  He had a wonderful judicial temperament.” 
	    She said, “I learned so many lessons from him and feel blessed to have had the opportunity to practice before him and work alongside him. He will be greatly missed.” 
	    Judge Baker was elected in June 1978 to the district 

	which included DeSoto, Panola, Tallahatchie, Tate and Yalobusha counties. Incumbent Judge Dick Thomas, who was ill and had not sought re-election, retired shortly after Judge Baker won the runoff elec-tion, and Gov. Cliff Finch appointed Judge Baker to finish the unexpired term. Judge Baker began his first elected term in January 1979, Justice Carlson re-called. Judge Baker  never faced another opponent for election. 
	which included DeSoto, Panola, Tallahatchie, Tate and Yalobusha counties. Incumbent Judge Dick Thomas, who was ill and had not sought re-election, retired shortly after Judge Baker won the runoff elec-tion, and Gov. Cliff Finch appointed Judge Baker to finish the unexpired term. Judge Baker began his first elected term in January 1979, Justice Carlson re-called. Judge Baker  never faced another opponent for election. 
	    Andrew C. Baker was born  Sept. 29, 1936, in Coaldale, West Virginia, to Jesse and Vessie Baker. 

	He graduated from Bram-well High School in 1954. He enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps on Sept. 3, 1954, at age 17, and served for four years, until his honorable discharge. He came to Mississippi in 1957, and graduated from Northwest Community College in 1962. He gradu-ated from Delta State Uni-versity in 1964, then earned a Juris Doctorate in 1966 from the former Jackson School of Law, now Mississippi College School of Law. He was admitted to the Mississippi Bar in 1966.  
	He graduated from Bram-well High School in 1954. He enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps on Sept. 3, 1954, at age 17, and served for four years, until his honorable discharge. He came to Mississippi in 1957, and graduated from Northwest Community College in 1962. He gradu-ated from Delta State Uni-versity in 1964, then earned a Juris Doctorate in 1966 from the former Jackson School of Law, now Mississippi College School of Law. He was admitted to the Mississippi Bar in 1966.  
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	Figure
	Circuit Judge Andrew Baker speaks at the investiture of  Justice Ann H. Lamar in Senatobia on Aug. 16, 2007. 
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	    Retired Circuit Judge William A. Gowan died Dec. 20 after a fall outside a business near his Madi-son home. He was 81.  
	    Retired Circuit Judge William A. Gowan died Dec. 20 after a fall outside a business near his Madi-son home. He was 81.  
	    Retired Circuit Judge William A. Gowan died Dec. 20 after a fall outside a business near his Madi-son home. He was 81.  
	    Retired Circuit Judge William A. Gowan died Dec. 20 after a fall outside a business near his Madi-son home. He was 81.  
	    He was buried on Dec. 27 in Parkway Memorial Cemetery.  
	    Colleagues recalled Judge Gowan’s 57 years in the legal profession, in-cluding 42 years of public service. 
	    Longtime friend Steve Pickett of Raymond said, “Judge Gowan’s career spanned more than 40 years of service to the citi-zens of Hinds County and the state. His time as Cir-cuit Judge was the high-light of his career....It was a place where he excelled after all of his life experi-ences.” 
	    Pickett noted that Judge Gowan served by appoint-ment of two Governors, Ronnie Musgrove and Ha-ley Barbour, to fill vacan-cies on the Hinds County Court in 2002 and 2006. He also served as a special Circuit Judge by appoint-ment of the Supreme Court from August 2008 through July 2010 to hear criminal cases. He was elected to the Hinds Circuit Court in November 2010 and took office in January 2011.  

	    Judge Gowan retired from the Hinds Circuit Court  on March 31, 2018. He continued his public service after retirement as a senior status judge, pre-siding over cases by as-signment of the Supreme Court for another year.  
	    Judge Gowan retired from the Hinds Circuit Court  on March 31, 2018. He continued his public service after retirement as a senior status judge, pre-siding over cases by as-signment of the Supreme Court for another year.  
	    In his early career, he practiced law in the Jack-son firm of Waller, Pritchard and Fox, the law firm of former Gov. Wil-liam Waller.  
	    Former Chief Justice William L. Waller Jr. re-called  Gowan’s dedica-tion, hard work and atten-tion to detail when he worked at the law firm.     Later, as Circuit Judge, “he tirelessly worked his docket to promote the fair, efficient and independent administration of justice, earning deep respect from all courthouse officials, the Bar and the public. His service and work ethic were exemplary, a legacy that will be long remem-bered.” 
	    Retired Hinds Circuit Judge Tomie T. Green said Judge Gowan was fair, just and impartial. “He was well respected in the halls of justice and in turn he respected those who ap-peared before him,” she said. “Judge Gowan worked extremely hard to correctly interpret the law, whether in a criminal, a civil or appellate case from a lower tribunal....It was a pleasure to have him as a colleague in the largest circuit district in the State of Mississippi.” 
	    Judge Green recalled the Bible’s Micah 6:8 “...and what doth the Lord  re-quire of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with 

	thy God?” Judge Green said, “I am persuaded that Judge Bill Gowan com-plied with that mandate and has indeed found favor with God.” 
	thy God?” Judge Green said, “I am persuaded that Judge Bill Gowan com-plied with that mandate and has indeed found favor with God.” 
	    Gowan began his public service career as an assis-tant city prosecutor in Jackson 1978-1990. He served as city prosecutor 1991-1994; and as assis-tant city attorney 1994-1998. He later worked in the administration of the late Hinds County Sheriff Malcolm McMillin, serv-ing as undersheriff and counsel to the sheriff for 11 and one-half years. 
	    Pickett, who worked in the Sheriff’s Office along-side Gowan, said, “His legal counsel to Sheriff McMillin was invaluable to the County....He and Malcolm were quite a team together.” Gowan and Pickett also represent-ed the Sheriff in meetings of boards and commis-sions, including charities that provided huge ser-vices. Gowan worked in the background, never seeking attention. “He was a part of a lot of good,” Pickett said.  
	    Pickett said, “He was a man of few words but when he spoke, you got the message. With Judge Gowan, there wasn’t any misunderstanding.” 
	    His son Will Gowan in a Facebook tribute at the time of his father’s 2018 retirement also talked about how he didn’t mince words. “My father was always fair and didn’t waste time playing on words.  It took about a na-nosecond to understand exactly what he thought about something.... There was no gray area and the 

	line of demarcation be-tween right and wrong was as clear as day from his perspective.” 
	line of demarcation be-tween right and wrong was as clear as day from his perspective.” 
	    Will Gowan and his sis-ter Lauren grew up in City Court, watching after school as their father pros-ecuted shoplifters, traffic violators and others misde-meanor offenders. “Those times taught us a lot about what bad behavior could yield – we didn’t want to end up on the receiving end of Dad and Judge (William) Barnett! We learned about bargaining, negotiation and the art of being professional. Re-spect was earned in that room and no one was enti-tled to anything. I can’t thank him enough for those expe
	    Judge Gowan earned an undergraduate degree from the University of Missis-sippi and a Juris Doctor from the University of Missis-sippi School of Law.  
	    At his 2018 retirement ceremony, Judge Gowan recalled his  early child-hood, including watching molasses making at his grandmother’s farm at Thomastown when he was about 7. A mule hitched to a pine pole walked in a continuous circle to turn the mill that squeezed juice from the sugar cane. He was told to lead the mule. He said that he did-n’t immediately recognize that his assignment wasn’t essential. “Everything we come across in life is an opportunity to learn,” Judge Gowan said. 
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	    Retired Chancellor  Shannon Clark of Waynesboro died April 4. He was 89. 
	    Retired Chancellor  Shannon Clark of Waynesboro died April 4. He was 89. 
	    Retired Chancellor  Shannon Clark of Waynesboro died April 4. He was 89. 
	    Retired Chancellor  Shannon Clark of Waynesboro died April 4. He was 89. 
	    Gov. Ross Barnett ap-pointed Clark in 1966 as Chancery Judge for the newly created 19th Chan-

	cery District of Jones and Wayne counties. He served until retirement in 1994.  He returned to pri-vate law practice, working until 2022. 
	cery District of Jones and Wayne counties. He served until retirement in 1994.  He returned to pri-vate law practice, working until 2022. 
	    He spent most of his life in Waynesboro. He earned degrees from the University of Southern Mississippi and the Uni-versity of Mississippi School of Law. After law school, he served for three years in the U.S. Army Reserve, attaining the rank of Captain.  
	    His early law practice was in Laurel. After he and his family moved to Waynesboro, he was elected Wayne County Attorney in 1963. 
	    He was married to Kathryn Hollingshead Clark for 52 years. They have three sons.  


	 
	 
	 


	    Retired Chancellor Franklin C. McKenzie Jr. of Laurel died on Dec. 29 at Forrest General Hospital. He was 77. 
	    Retired Chancellor Franklin C. McKenzie Jr. of Laurel died on Dec. 29 at Forrest General Hospital. He was 77. 
	    Retired Chancellor Franklin C. McKenzie Jr. of Laurel died on Dec. 29 at Forrest General Hospital. He was 77. 
	    He was buried  in his judicial robe on  Dec. 31 at Lake Park Hills Cemetery in Laurel.  
	    Judge McKenzie served the 19th Chancery Court of Jones and Wayne counties for 25 years. He was first elected to the bench in No-vember 1994 and took of-fice in January 1995. He was reelected six times without opposition. He re-tired on June 30, 2020, but continued to hear cases occasionally as a senior status judge by appoint-ment of the Supreme Court.  
	    Friends described him as devoting meticulous atten-tion to detail and having encyclopedic recall of case law. He was a mentoring judge to young attorneys. And he took great care to provide access to justice for all who appeared in his court, including people who couldn’t afford to hire an attorney. 
	    “It was an honor to prac-tice before him,” said Lau-rel attorney Terry Caves, the second of three genera-tions of the Caves law practice. “He was a great 

	legal mind. He had one of the best memories of any judge that I’ve ever ap-peared before.” Whether on the winning or the los-ing side of a case, lawyers had the utmost respect for his decisions, Caves said.  
	legal mind. He had one of the best memories of any judge that I’ve ever ap-peared before.” Whether on the winning or the los-ing side of a case, lawyers had the utmost respect for his decisions, Caves said.  
	    Retired Chancery Clerk Bart Gavin said that Judge McKenzie usually ruled immediately from the bench. “He took care of business. He would take notes and make a ruling from the bench and go point by point.”  
	    Judge McKenzie ush-ered in the practice of providing forms for pro se litigants before that be-came an established prac-tice across the state. “He had a way with people that he could explain it to them,” Gavin said. “He knew how to take care of people. He knew how to help people who were less fortunate and could not afford an attorney.” 
	    Noelle McKinnon of Laurel said, “He made sure that people that could not afford lawyers had ac-cess.” McKinnon said his concern for the under-served went back to his private law practice, when McKenzie took cases pro bono or at a reduced fee.  
	    McKinnon worked for him for about 38 years, first as a legal secretary in private practice then as court administrator from the time Judge McKenzie was elected. “In every rul-ing, in every case through-out his tenure, he was fair and honest,” she said. He applied the law. 
	    He modernized the Chancery Court the same way he had sought out the newest technology in pri-vate practice. He brought technology into court oper-

	ations when many were still using paper dockets and files. He got comput-ers, e-mail and the internet for his office. He was among the first to use online docketing, McKin-non said. 
	ations when many were still using paper dockets and files. He got comput-ers, e-mail and the internet for his office. He was among the first to use online docketing, McKin-non said. 
	    He practiced law in Laurel for 22 years. He was Laurel city attorney for 22 years, and was cor-porate counsel for South Central Regional Medical Center for 11 years. He served in the Mississippi Army National Guard 1968 to 1978. 
	    He earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from the Uni-versity of Southern Missis-sippi and a Juris Doctor from the University of Mississippi School of Law. He was admitted to the Mississippi Bar in 1972.  

	    Retired Fifth U.S. Cir-cuit Court of Appeals Judge Charles Pickering hired McKenzie to work in his law firm when McKen-zie was fresh out of law school, Pickering recalled. As a recently elected state senator, Pickering had to spend a great deal of time away from his law prac-tice. “I wanted someone who could carry on while I was gone,” he said. “I wanted someone that I could depend on, someone who understood the law....He was a very smart lawyer and I was very pleased to have him join me in the practice
	    Retired Fifth U.S. Cir-cuit Court of Appeals Judge Charles Pickering hired McKenzie to work in his law firm when McKen-zie was fresh out of law school, Pickering recalled. As a recently elected state senator, Pickering had to spend a great deal of time away from his law prac-tice. “I wanted someone who could carry on while I was gone,” he said. “I wanted someone that I could depend on, someone who understood the law....He was a very smart lawyer and I was very pleased to have him join me in the practice
	   He was a devoted family man. “He loved his family, his wife and his three kids, then his grandkids,” McKinnon said.  
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	    Circuit Judge Claiborne “Buddy” McDonald IV of Picayune died on Jan. 1 at Forrest General Hospital. He was 75. 
	    Circuit Judge Claiborne “Buddy” McDonald IV of Picayune died on Jan. 1 at Forrest General Hospital. He was 75. 
	    Circuit Judge Claiborne “Buddy” McDonald IV of Picayune died on Jan. 1 at Forrest General Hospital. He was 75. 
	    Circuit Judge Claiborne “Buddy” McDonald IV of Picayune died on Jan. 1 at Forrest General Hospital. He was 75. 
	    A funeral Mass was held on Jan. 5 at St. Charles Borromeo Catho-lic Church in Picayune.   
	    Judge McDonald served as Circuit Judge of the 15th District for eight years, taking the bench in Janu-ary 2016. He previously served for seven years as district attorney for the 15th District, and 16 years as an assistant district at-torney. The district in-cludes Jefferson Davis, Lamar, Lawrence, Marion and Pearl River counties. He also previously served as Pearl River County prosecuting attorney, city attorney and later munici-pal judge in Picayune, and municipal prosecutor for the city of Poplarville
	    Colleagues and friends remembered Judge 

	McDonald as a brilliant and well-respected jurist and public servant whose death is a devastating loss to the community. Numer-ous lawyers across south Mississippi recalled him as a mentor whose counsel and advice shaped their lives and legal careers. 
	McDonald as a brilliant and well-respected jurist and public servant whose death is a devastating loss to the community. Numer-ous lawyers across south Mississippi recalled him as a mentor whose counsel and advice shaped their lives and legal careers. 
	    Friends knew him as Buddy. He spoke with a soft voice, but his dry sense of humor and gift for storytelling could captivate an audience. He loved his-tory and read widely about a variety of subjects.  
	    Supreme Court Presid-ing Justice Jim Kitchens of Crystal Spring has known McDonald since the 1970s, when they were prosecutors in adjoining court districts. Justice Kitchens called him  “a man of solid integrity, a dedicated servant of the law, and a reliable servant of the public....As a prose-cuting attorney he was fair and he was formidable. As a trial judge he took his oath of office seriously and served with impartiali-ty, patience, and devotion to the rule of law.  His years of honorable work in o
	    Mississippi Court of Appeals Presiding Judge Virginia C. Carlton, a long-time family friend, said, “He was a great mentor and role model. He was an accomplished prosecutor.” Judge Carlton worked for McDonald as an assistant district attorney. “Buddy was always committed to the pursuit of justice. He put others before himself. He cared about the victims and their families. He went the extra mile.”  

	    Manya Creel Bryan of Picayune worked with McDonald as an assistant district attorney and later was his law partner in pri-vate practice.  “Buddy was a great mentor. He always had time for younger attor-neys. He was my mentor. …. A lot of young attor-neys sought his advice.” 
	    Manya Creel Bryan of Picayune worked with McDonald as an assistant district attorney and later was his law partner in pri-vate practice.  “Buddy was a great mentor. He always had time for younger attor-neys. He was my mentor. …. A lot of young attor-neys sought his advice.” 
	    District Attorney Hal Kittrell, who worked with McDonald as an assistant district attorney and fol-lowed him as District At-torney for the 15th District, said, “I’m where I am be-cause of Buddy. Buddy was a great mentor to me.  He gave me my opportuni-ty to grow into and be-come a prosecutor, which is the most rewarding op-portunity I’ve had.” Their styles were different, but Kittrell said he learned from “one of the best trial attorneys I’ve ever seen. It just came to him natural-ly.” 
	    McDonald was a leader among state prosecutors, serving as president of the Mississippi Prosecutors Association and as a mem-ber of the Board of Direc-tors of the National Dis-trict Attorneys Associa-tion. He served as an in-structor in the National College of District Attor-neys career prosecutors course. He was a member of the Mississippi State Board of Law Enforce-ment Standards and Train-ing and served on the Leg-islative Advisory Commit-tee on Redrafting the Mis-sissippi Criminal Code and the Missis
	    He was president of the Pearl River County Bar Association, a Commis-

	sioner of the Mississippi Bar, a Fellow of the Mis-sissippi Bar Foundation and a member of the Na-tional Association of Criminal Defense Attor-neys.  
	sioner of the Mississippi Bar, a Fellow of the Mis-sissippi Bar Foundation and a member of the Na-tional Association of Criminal Defense Attor-neys.  
	    He served by appoint-ment of the Supreme Court on the Bar Complaint Tri-bunal, and on the Supreme Court Advisory Commit-tee on Criminal Rules of Practice and Procedure.             
	    Judge Richelle Lumpkin said that Judge McDonald had a brilliant legal mind and impeccable integrity and dedication. “When he raised his hand and said that oath, he did every-thing in his power to abide by that oath.”  
	      “He’s been my mentor. He’s been my friend. He’s been my legal profession colleague. He’s been my judicial colleague. He’s been a personal and pro-fessional friend,” she said.  
	    Circuit Judge Prentiss G. Harrell of Hattiesburg said, “He was an excellent jurist.” He was extremely knowledgeable of the law and meticulous in his deci-sions. “He was a pleasure to work with.”  
	    He also was a storyteller who captivated an audi-ence. “He’s probably the best storyteller I’ve ever known,” Judge Harrell said.  
	    Kittrell said, “With Buddy, you never lacked for entertainment. He had a story for everything. He had a thought about every-thing. He had an opinion, and he was quick to offer it. He was a joy to be around.” 
	    Bryan said, “He found humor in just about every-thing. To hear him tell  

	stories of his exploits in the courtroom – his stories are legendary.” 
	stories of his exploits in the courtroom – his stories are legendary.” 
	    He was a voracious read-er, particularly history and historical novels. “He al-ways had a book in his hand,” Bryan said. “He was the only person I ever knew that would take a book to a football game.” She saw it at the Egg Bowl, no less. And, she said, “Back when Trivial Pursuit was a big game, Buddy always won. If you played partners, you always wanted Buddy on your side. He knew all of the answers.”  
	    Judge McDonald be-lieved in public service in and outside the legal pro-fession. Judge Carlton re-called that after Hurricane Katrina, “he stepped up and provided great emergency assistance to his communi-ty during the disaster … and the recovery efforts. He had logistics experience from his military service.” 
	    Judge Lumpkin said that he quietly contributed time and efforts through civic, church and charitable activ-ities such as assistance for underprivileged children.  
	    He was a mentor at the Boys and Girls Club of Picayune and a board member of “Puttin’ on the Pink” Breast Cancer Foun-dation; member of Pica-yune Rotary Club; director of Picayune Main Street; and Post Judge Advocate of the Picayune American Legion. 
	    He was a member of St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church in Picayune, where he served on the church Finance Council. 
	    He served in the U.S. Army Reserve and Nation-al Guard in the Transporta-

	tion Corps, Quartermaster Corps, and Judge Advo-cate General Corps. He was honorably discharged with the rank of Captain.  
	tion Corps, Quartermaster Corps, and Judge Advo-cate General Corps. He was honorably discharged with the rank of Captain.  
	    Judge McDonald gradu-ated from Picayune Me-morial High School. He earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in political science from Mississippi State University in 1970 and a 

	law degree from the Uni-versity of Alabama School of Law in 1973. He did post-graduate work in criminal justice at the Uni-versity of Southern Missis-sippi and was a graduate of the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College.   
	law degree from the Uni-versity of Alabama School of Law in 1973. He did post-graduate work in criminal justice at the Uni-versity of Southern Missis-sippi and was a graduate of the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College.   
	    McDonald told col-leagues and staff that he was proud that the corner-

	stone of his career was his service to his city, county and state, but his proudest accomplishment was his family. 
	stone of his career was his service to his city, county and state, but his proudest accomplishment was his family. 
	    Survivors are his wife, Suzy Stockstill McDonald; children Hugh C. McDon-ald, Neil Sullivan Angus McDonald, Emily Nowell and Erin Smith; and 13 grandchildren. 
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	    Senior Status Judge Pa-tricia Daniel Beckett Sims 
	    Senior Status Judge Pa-tricia Daniel Beckett Sims 
	    Senior Status Judge Pa-tricia Daniel Beckett Sims 

	died on Nov. 12 in Pontotoc. She was  73.  
	died on Nov. 12 in Pontotoc. She was  73.  
	    She was a retired Boli-var County Court judge, having served 1995 through 2002.  She was born  in Bruce, Miss., and was a teacher at Bruce High School in her early career. She earned a Juris Doctor from the University of Mississippi School of Law  and served as an as-sistant district attorney in Bolivar County before serving as County Judge. 
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	Former County Judge Patricia Sims died November 12, 2023 in Pontotoc 
	Former County Judge Patricia Sims died November 12, 2023 in Pontotoc 
	Former County Judge Patricia Sims died November 12, 2023 in Pontotoc 


	    Virginia Wilson “Ginny” Mounger, died on March 1. She was 69 
	    Virginia Wilson “Ginny” Mounger, died on March 1. She was 69 
	    Virginia Wilson “Ginny” Mounger, died on March 1. She was 69 
	    She served as an admin-istrative law judge for the Mississippi Workers’ Compensation Commis-sion for two decades.  
	    Early in her practice, she worked in oil and gas, then served as a public defender. She was a mem-ber of the Administrative Law and Workers Compensa-tion sections of the Mississip-pi Bar, and of the Mississippi Women Lawyers Associa-tion.  She was named as a Fellow of the Mississippi Bar Foundation in 2018. 
	    She was a  supporter of Methodist Rehabilitation Center, of which her late father, Earl R. Wilson, was 

	founding chairman. She served for many years on the MRC Board of Trus-tees, and was board chair of the Wilson Research Foundation from 2005 un-til her death.  
	founding chairman. She served for many years on the MRC Board of Trus-tees, and was board chair of the Wilson Research Foundation from 2005 un-til her death.  
	    She was named Volun-teer of the Year by Good-will Industries in 2022.  She was a supporter of the Mississippi Book Festival and the Mississippi Muse-um of Art, along with oth-er nonprofit and philan-thropical endeavors. She was a member of the Jun-ior League, Gallery Guild, the High Noon Luncheon Club, the Research Club, 

	the DAR and Colonial Dames, among others. 
	the DAR and Colonial Dames, among others. 
	      She graduated from Jackson Prep, Mississippi State University  and the University of Mississippi School of Law. In law school, she served on the Moot Court Board, was a Dean’s List Scholar, and was a recipient of an American Jurisprudence Award. She was a member of the Phi Alpha Delta Le-gal Fraternity and the La-mar Order.  
	     She was preceded  in death by her husband of 32 years, John Harbour Mounger.  
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